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Message

It is a matter of great delight that Km. Mayawati Govt. Gitls Post
Graduate College, Badalpur organised a seminar on 'Relevance of Swami
Vivekananda's Thoughts in Today's Perspective.'

Swami Vivekananda is the Chief Architect of Indian morality. He was
the first spiritual leader who brought name and fame to our country aborad
and by addressing the people of USA as brothers and sisters, he at once
reached the soul of multitude of Americansand earned prestige, honourand
affection for our country.

We all contributed as much as we could when Vivekananda's rock
memorial was constructed at the place where he achieved enlightenment. It
isa place of pilgrimage.

Swami Vivekananda was very firm in his beliefs and values and he,
through Ram Krishna Mission has laid the foundation for selfless service of
the humanity by establishing hospitals and schools through which people of
all faith and religion are being benefitted. Swami Vivekananda in particular
laid great stress on character and determination.

I'wish that all the students, faculty and their family members will benefit
from the thought sharing seminar and also read think and act upon the ideas
generated therein. This Smarika will be a treasure not only for participants
but for others also.

With all good wishes

s.s .57},

e

Shiv Shankar Singh
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DR. ARUN MOHAN SHERRY Joint Venture of HT Media Ltd.
Chief Academic Officer India & Apollo Global Inc.-USA
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Message

| am delighted to learn that Swami Vivekananda Study Centre of
Km. Mayawati Govt. Girls P. G. College, Badalpur, Gautam
Budh Nagar, is organizing a National Seminar on the “Relevance
of Swami Vivekananda's Thoughts in Today's Perspective”

Swami Vivekananda was an ineffable personality and was also
far ahead of his times. Swami ji understood the problems facing
humanity. Through the cause and effect method, he traced the
problems and provided solutions not only for immediate relief
but also for the future. A social reformer, philosopher and
thinker, Swami Vivekananda is regarded as a patriotic saint. His
concern was to elevate mankind and subsequently conquer all
environments and circumstances. These unique qualities made
him a leader of the supreme kind.

As the country celebrates 151st birth anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda we remember his teaching on education as
quoted. We want that education by which character is formed
strength of mind is increased, the intellect is expended, and by
which one can stand on one' own feet."

My heartfelt good wishes for the success of the seminar. | also
extend my warmest wishes to all members of the college. | am
sure that it will continue to maintain its excellence and character
with great distinction.

Dr. Arun MohanlSherry
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Dr. Ashwani Kumar Goyal
Joint Secretary

Dept. of Higher Education
U.P. Govt. Lucknow

Mobile : 9868862160
9411089969

Message

It gives me immense pleasure to know that the one day
National Seminar on “ Relevance of Swami Vivekananda's
Thoughts in Today's Perspective” organized by the U.G.C.
sponsored Swami Vivekananda Study Centre at Km.
Mayawati Government Girls Post Graduate College,
Badalpur, Gautam Budha Nagar on 19th March 2015 was a
great success. Swami Vivekananda was a man of the
millennium, whose views are so relevant even today, that if

put in practice, can solve several ills facing society.

It is really praiseworthy that the college is bringing out
a compilation of all the papers presented at the seminar.
May it get all the success it deserves and prove to be a source

of inspiration to all concerned.

-

Dr. AshwanfKumar Goyal
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NATIONAL SEMINAR 19

Reflections of Vivekananda’s Views on
Women and Womanhood

Dr. Anita Rani Rathore
Asso. Prof., English
K.M.G.G.P.G. College, Badalpur

“All nations have attained greatness by paying proper re-
spect to women. That country and that nation which do not
respect women have never become great, nor will ever be in
Suture.”

Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902), a great philosopher,
thinker and reformer of India received a three minute stand-
ing ovation from thousands assembled at the World Parlia-
ment of Religions at Chicago in 1893, when he began his
address with the words, “Sisters and Brothers of America”.
However, few know about his life and teachings. Fewer
still know of his views on women in India.

Born as Narendra Nath Dutta, Vivekananda felt, “the
thermometer to progress of a nation is its treatment of its
women, and it is impossible to get back India’s lost pride
and honour unless Indians try to better the conditions of
women. He considered men and women as the two wings
of a bird and it is not possible for a bird to fly on one wing.
As he says, “there is no chance for the welfare of the world
unless the condition of women is improved. It is not pos-
sible for a bird to fly on only one wing”. His father was an
intellectual, generous, progressive person who strongly
supported re-marriage of widows. His mother was his
father’s peer in every respect. Exceptionally intelligent with
an unusual memory, she was highly respected. She read
aloud the Ramayana and Mahabharata to young Naren,
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20 NATIONAL SEMINAR

and spoke of the greatness of the sages of India. She sang
beautifully, was deeply religious and had absorbed the es-
sence of the epics. Apart from devotion and values, Naren
learnt Bengali and English from her. From his father, Naren
learnt Music, Sanskrit, as well as generosity and nobility.

In his boyhood he was an exceptional student with a
prodigious memory. He was a sports enthusiast who picked
up many skills including fencing, rowing, swimming, riding,
wrestling and cricket. He was an accomplished cook, and
would often prepare feasts for friends. He started as an
amateur and then owned his own gymnasium.

Vivekananda did not live to see his fortieth birthday,
but achieved a great deal in his short life. His words o7 rising
above fear and being free are inspiring, and we can strive to
apply them in our own lives. Over a hundred years ago,
Vivekananda blamed the neglect of the masses and subju-
gation of women for India’s downfall. He saw empower-
ment as the answer. On several occasions, he spoke fort-
nightly about the state of women in India.

“No Hindu can be a priest until he is married, the idea
being that a single man is only half a man, and imperfect,
the idea of perfect womanhood is perfect independence.”

The thoughts of the great monk and person Swami
Vivekananda, who was instrumental in the revival of Hin-
duism in India, in the concept of nationalism in colonial
rule and introduction of Indian ethos to the west, have
become more relevant in the present scenario when India
is finding itself at the crossroads, when more and more
women are occupying pride of place in nation building,
but sadly where her modesty is under constant attack.

Swami Vivekananda believed that the first manifesta-
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tion of God is the hand that rocks the cradle. In fact in few
civilizations, like Indian civilization, we find a cow giving
milk, the earth bearing grains, a tree bearing fruit and the
mother tendering babies being revered equally as manifes-
tations of God. Swami ji very boldly said in those days that
in the West woman was treated as wife while in the East she
was treated as the mother. The highest of all feminine types
in India is mother, higher than wife. Wife and children may
desert a man, but his mother willnever. Mother is the same
or loves her child perhaps a little more. Mother represents
colourless love that knows no barter, love that never dies.
Who can have such love?— only mother, not son, nor
daughter, nor wife. “I am the Power that manifests every-
where”, says the Mother -She, who is bringing out this
universe, and She who is bringing forth the following de-
struction. No need to say that destruction is only the be-
ginning of creation. The top of a hill is only the beginning
of a valley. Thus he tried to draw a distinct line between
materialism and spiritualism in the treatment of women.
Though unfortunate, it is a fait accompli’ that the once re-
vered mother in India is today waiting at the malnutrition
of her babies and outrage to her modesty. Allegorically, it
is true in case of the healthy Mother Cow that is slaugh-
tered, the rich mother earth that is exploited selfishly and
the mother tree that faces near extinction. It’s right time to
remember the ‘immortal’ soul and mend our ways.

The most meaningful and longest social movement still
continuing in the present day is the emancipation of
women. Though the main purpose for women empower-
ment is to enhance the quality of life for women, but it is
also have deep ramifications in social, economic and politi-
cal scenario. In a country like India we see that women
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have been relegated to a secondary position. The vested
interest of the elite class has played an important part in
pushing them to oblivion. Swami Vivekananda has been
very vocal about the uplift of women clan all through his
life. He considered Sita to be the ultimate sign of perfec-
tion, which stood as a testimony to the chastity of Indian
Women. He said, “She will always be this glorious Sita, purer
than purity itself, all patience and all sufferings. She who suf-
[fered that life of suffering without a murmur, she the ever chaste
and ever pure wife, she the ideal of the people, the ideal of gods,
the great Sita, our national God she must always remain. ...All
our mythology may vanish, even our Vedas may depart, and
our Sanskrit language may vanish for ever, but so long as there
will be five Hindus living here, even if only seeking the most
vulgar patois, there will be the story of Sita present.”

Swami Vivekananda held Indian women in high esteem
and appreciated their typical Indian features like spirit of
service, compassion, affection, contentment and reverence.
Swamiji travelled most part of Europe, where he witnessed
women driving cars, going to schools, drudging in offices
and involved in professional commitments, but according
to him, the chastity and feminine modesty of Indian women
soothes the eye. He felt that modernization of women
society is only possible by following the footprints of Sita.

Swami Vivekananda felt that no nation can grow with-
out taking care of the interest of women. He said, “A//
nations have attained greatness by paying proper respect to
women. That country and that nation which does not respect
women have never become great, nor will ever be in future.”

He felt that Indian women must be given the liberty to
live an independent life. They must have the right to take
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decisions and, when faced with problems, should learn to
solve it themselves. The only interference that can be made
is while providing proper education and making them aware
of the society. He felt education of women is the only tool
to move forward, and a medium which could help to eradi-
cate all grave problems and help to make them the ideal
women in the world. There may be problems in between,
but none can be so serious that cannot be solved by the
magic world “education”.

Swami Vivekananda proposed to set up a women’s
math, where religious literature, scriptures, grammar, San-
skrit and even some amount of English would be taught.
He though this step was important in order to uplift the
inner virtues of women. Women, according to Vivekananda
were living embodiment of Divine Mother, and this math
would help to reach out to various people and spread fe-
male education.

When his disciple argued against it, Vivekananda won
him over with these words -

“It is very difficult to understand why in this country so
much difference is made between men and women, whereas
the Vedanta declares that one and the same conscious Self is
present in all beings. You always criticise the women, but say
what have you done for their uplifte Writing down Smritis
etc., and binding them by hard rules, the men have turned the
women into mere manufacturing machines! If you do not raise
the women, who are the living embodiment of the Divine
Mother, don’t think that you have any other way to rise.”

“In what scriptures do you find statements that women are
not competent for knowledge and devotion? In the period of
degradation, when the priests made other castes incompetent
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for the study of the Vedas, they deprived the women also of all
their rights. Otherwise you will find that in the Vedic or
Upanishadic age Maitreyi, Gargi, and other ladies of revered
memory have taken the places of Rishis through their skill in
discussing about Brabman. In an assembly of a thousand
Brabmanas who were all erudite in the Vedas, Gargi boldly
challenged Yajnavalkya in a discussion about Brahman. Since
such ideal women were entitled to spiritual knowledge, why
shall not the women have the same privilege nows What has
happened once can certainly happen again. History repeats itself.
All nations have attained greatness by paying proper respect to
women. That country and that nation which do not respect
women have never become great, nor will ever be in future.
The principal reason why your race has so much degenerated
is that you have no respect for these living images of Shakti.
Manu says, “Where women are respected, there the gods de-
light; and where they are not, there all works and efforts come
to naught.” (Manu, III. 56.) There is no hope of rise for that
Jfamily or country where there is no estimation of women, where
they live in sadness. For this reason, they have to be raised first;
and an ideal Math has to be started for them.”

He refers to the Vedanta Philosophy and quotes from
the bookshow women were treated by Hinduism. He la-
mented why women were treated like that. Woman suf-
fered for aeons and that gave her infinite patience and per-
severance. “ What great words to say! How many of we
men, that feel we are running the family, have a sense of
the invisible income she is accruing through her sacrifice
for children through physical toil?” He laments that writ-
ing down Smritis and binding them by hard rules, men have
turned women into manufacturing machines. Great words
from a saint that renounced all sensory pleasures nor ex-
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posed to vagaries of family life.

He lamented why women are treated as aliens when
the same conscious Self is present in all, as per Vedanta.
“Unless you uplift women, men can never rise in the eyes of the
Divine” he stated. He aggrandizes women stating that irre-
spective of caste they were eulogized by the Vedas. He
quotes the example of Gargi, who in the presence of a
thousand Rishis boldly challenged Sage Yagnavalkya for a
discussion on the Brahman. He laid stress on women edu-
cation in days when women were deprived of the basic
privilege. A family or nation that does not respect women
never rises, he averred.

In a veiled attack on the ‘masculinity’ of man being eu-
logized with reference to the ‘weakness of women’, he asks
men whether man can deliver a baby. He says the Uni-
verse is one of perfect balance. “If women cannot fight nor
can man suffer or endure the vagaries of life”, he said.

Thus, Swami Vivekananda rightly pointed out that
unless Indian women secure a respectable place in this
country, nation can never march forward. So, according to
him, there is no chance for welfare of the world unless the
condition of women is improved. It is one of the foremost
concerns of the Government of India as well as of the society
at large. It is Due to the fact that at the present time, the
educated women play a very significant role in overall
development and progress of the country. India is now
optimistic in the field of women education.

Swami Vivekananda‘s Vision on women education and
today‘s mission of eradicating gender gap in literacy rate
both indicate one goal....progress...progress of women and
thereby the progress of entire nation. ——— Many paths,
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one goal “Arise, Awake & Stop not till the goal is reached”
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Education and Swami Vivekananda :
A Critical Appraisal

Ms. Ranjana Jain
Asso. Prof., English
K.M.G.G.P.G. College, Badalpur

A spiritual genius of commanding intellect Swami
Vivekananda was an inspiring figure both in India and
abroad during the last decade of 19th century. He was barely
of 30 years old when he created a stir at the world’s parlia-
ment of religions in Chicago in 1898. He introduced Indian
philosophies of Vedanta and Yoga to the Western World.
When he returned India he was as a great figure of strength,
courage, confidence and love. He was a devoted disciple of
Sri Ramakrishna, the saint of Dakshineswar. He founded
the Ramakrishna Math and the Ramakrishna Mission. He
was not happy with the social, economic and cultural con-
ditions of contemporary society. When he arrived in south
India in 1897 he indicated that he had a plan in mind to
uplift the masses. he wrote in a letter; “My whole ambition
in life is to set in motion a machinery which will bring
noble ideas to the door of everybody, and then let men and
women settle their own fate.”

Vivekananda was a well educated man of Presidency
College Calcutta. He was an avid reader in a wide range of
subjects, including philosophy, religion, history, social
science, fine arts and literature. He had a great interest in
Hindu scriptures, Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita and
purans. He was trained in Indian classical music. He passed
the Fine Arts examination, and completed a Bachelor of
Arts degree. He studied Western logic, philosophy and
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European history at the General Assembly’s Institutions.
He was influenced by many great writers and thinkers of
west and especially became fascinated with the evolution-
ism of Herbert Spencer. He translated his book ‘Educa-
tion’ into Bengali. While studying western philosophies,
he also learned Sanskrit scriptures and Bengali literature.
William Hastie, principal of General Assembly’s Institu-
tion, where Narendra Nath Dutta (Vivekananda) studied,
wrote “ Narendra is really a genius. I have travelled far and
wide but I have never come across a lad of his talents and
possibilities, even in German universities, among philo-

sophical students some accounts have called Narendra a
Shrutidhara.”

Vivekananda was not only a great scholar and a man of
vast learning but a person of deep insight. He propagated
the ideal of man -making and character- building education.
According to him youth is the time of learning and getting
knowledge. He suggested that a young man must gather
knowledge as much as he could wherever in India or in
west. A student should experience inside what he studies.
He himself preached what he felt and believed in his youth.
Although he did not write a book on education yet he
contributed valuable thoughts on the subject that are rel-
evant today.

Education : its meaning

Swami Vivekananda’s concept of education is shadowed
with spirituality and Vedantic philosophy. I n order to un-
derstand his views on education, we should first consider
his oft quoted definition: “Education is the manifestation
of the perfection already in man” The word ‘manifestation’
implies that something already exists and is waiting to be
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expressed. The main focus in learning is to bring out hid-
den ability of a learner. As he said: “what a man learns is
really what he discovers.” It is like a spark in a piece of flint
and all that needed is the strike of suggestion to bring it out.

Manifestation’ in Swami’s definition indicates sponta-
neous evolution of human being’s ‘potential’ which remains
unknown in the childhood. Potential means the possibil-
ity of awakening something that is lying dormant. Israel
Scheffler in hisbook ‘Of Human Potential’ considered three
features of this: [a] the capacity to acquire a specific quality
or to become someone who possesses it. [b] The propen-
sity-an attribute which shows what a person is likely to do
when the opportunity comes. For example, Rabindranath
Tagore’s propensity which is reflected in his ‘Gitanjali’ [c]
the capability-a person’s motivation and efficiency in work-
ing towards an intended outcome. It refers to something
more than a person’s capacity to perform. Rather, it is
person’s strength and capacity to work in unfavorable en-
vironment. Thus, these three concepts—capacity, propen-
sity and capability, determine Swami’s definition of educa-
tion.

Vivekananda agrees with great English poet William
Wordsworth who said; “child is father of a man”” Child has
many potentials of variable worth. As he grows, he has to
choose which he should try to develop and which he should
minimize. His chosen potentials should be supervised and
trained to achieve purposeful development. The purpose
of education is actualizing highest human potential and after
the completion of it learner must be able to help the com-
mon mass to equip for the struggle of life. He observed that
education is to serve the entire human being, in all his/her
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dimensions. Education must embrace the whole society,
with special attention to those who are most in need of it
and who are unable to avail themselves of the existing fa-
cilities.

Training the mind

Vivekananda agreed with contemporary thinkers when
he asserted that the mind—the chief instrument of learn-
ing—deserves more attention than it had earlier received.
Training the mind should be a student’s highest priority.
According to him stuffing one’s mind with various infor-
mation, technical skills and useless trivia only creates more
problems if one’s mind is not nourished and made healthy.
Learning to concentrate the mind was the focus in Swami’s
scheme .He said: “to me the very essence of education is
concentration of mind, not the collecting of
facts.”[Cw,vol.vi] Training the mind to concentrate has sev-
eral stages, the first stage is learning how to control the mind
and prevent it from running hither and thither. In second
stage, student must learn how to detach his mind from dis-
tractions. Next, he should direct the mind on the desired
subject and use the full force of his mind on it. When a
mind becomes concentrated, it gains tremendous power and
is able to unlock the mysteries of the subject. Similarly, he
also wanted students to cultivate will-power. Will power is
essential not only to conduct the learning process, but also
to strengthen one’s character.

Character building

Swami Vivekananda said: “Education must provide life-
building, man-making, character-making assimilation of
ideas”’[cw,vol.ii1] He, like his guru Sri Ramakrishna, em-
phasized on the transformation of a ordinary man to a true
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human being through effective educational process. In order
to make the system strong and effective education must be
rooted in religion. But by ‘religion’, he did not mean any
particular faith. Religion to him meant the true eternal prin-
ciples that inspire every religion. Religion in broad sense
implies spiritual thoughts and universal values. For him,
“Each thought is a little hammer blow on the lump of
iron which our bodies are, manufacturing out of it what
we want it to be”.[CW,vol vii]

Character building was fundamental asset in
Vivekananda’s educational program. A person’s character
is determined by the sum total of thoughts which leave
impressions on the mind. Character is but repeated habits
of a man. People’s association of good or bad habits
contribute much to the development of one’s character.
Exposure to exemplary role models, particularly when they
are teachers and also to wholesome curriculum material
that impart culturally approved values to the young, are
crucial to character education. Character building educa-
tion might focus on teaching what is right and wrong. In
any case, however, the teachers should be moral exemplars
if the classroom and the school are to serve as arenas for
teaching of ethics. He strongly recommended all- round de-
velopment of human beings. In one of his lectures he ex-
pressed the desire, “that all men were so constituted that in
their minds all these elements of philosophy, mysticism,
emotion and of work were equally present in full”’[cw,vol.ii]

Culture and education-teacher and pupil

The purpose of education is not only to get degrees and
certificates from any college or university but to become a
truly educated human being. Conducive environment of
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society and family plays a important role in making such
human beings. The outer aspect of society is called civili-
zation and inner aspect is known as culture. Education and
culture has a close relation in bringing learned personali-
ties. So, the education 1s to transmit culture and culture is
likely to be limited to what can be transmitted by educa-
tion. Nowadays, as formal education has become more
institutionalized, teachers are expected to play a more sig-
nificant role. A teacher needs, Vivekananda opines, to help
a student learn how to think, what to think, how to appre-
ciate things. In addition to the content of the teaching, what
the teacher gives or transfers, to be truly effective, must
possess some other elements. For example-the teacher
should share with the student the conviction that they are
both truly one in spirit, at the same time cultivating in the
student a feeling of dignity and self respect. As he said: “The
only true teacher is he who can immediately come down
to the level of the student, and transfer his soul to the
student’s soul and see through the student’s eyes and hear
through his ears and understand through his mind. Such a
teacher can really teach and none else” [cw,vol.iv]

The education system

Vivekananda was a genuine friend of the poor and weak,
particularly helpless masses of India. He was the first In-
dian thinker who sought a solution to their problems
through education. He insisted that it was the duty of upper
classes to come forward and uplift the poor through edu-
cation and other means. He once said, “there must be equal
chance for all—or if greater for some and for some less—the
weaker should be given more chance than the
strong”(letters,255) Today, the responsibility of providing
education has been shifted from family, religion and pri-
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vate charities to public authorities especially the State. To
fulfill the dream of Vivekananda, many schemes and poli-
cies are running by State and Central government for fi-
nancial help and free education to economically weak and
socially oppressed children. According to him for a sus-
tainable regeneration of India, top priority should be given
to educating the masses and restoring them their lost iden-
tity. Besides it, he was equally worried about the women’s
education also for he believed it is the women who mould
the next generation. In his educational scheme for India,
the uplift of women and masses received a highest concern.

Conclusion

Thus,Vivekananda’s concept of education is very com-
prehensive and relevant today. It has been unceasingly
evolving in modern India since Swami passed away one fifty
years ago. Many changes are taking place in the society also.
Indian government is paying attention to get every citizen
educated and educationists and academicians are preparing
curriculum to meet the expectations of Vivekananda’s
dream of education. One such noticeable change in educa-
tion is that it is engaged in preparing human beings for a
new type of society and is trying to create a new type of
human being for it. The Right to Education [RTE] guaran-
teed by the constitution of India, was the dream of
Vivekananda. His idea of continual or lifelong learning, has
been adopted by the several countries world over. His cry
for uplift of downtrodden masses and education particu-
larly of women has evoked a favourable response from
different quarters of society. Recently PM Modi has
launched a new movement, ‘BetiBachao, BetiPadhao’ for
the welfare of girl child. In this program there are a few key
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steps which can ensure that women and girls are able to
reach their potential. Now the position is that females are
more educated and accomplished than men. Women are
fully aware about their skills and career and ready to ad-
vance in every field of life. This scenario will give satisfac-
tion to Vivekananda in heaven.

His vision is the main concern of UNESCO. Progress
of society is incomplete if the fellow citizens are not mani-
festing good virtues of education like-kindness, gentleness,
forbearance and divinity in their attitude which are the signs
of healthy civilization. While defining the aim of education
UNESCO echoed the same idea. It reads: the physical, the
intellectual, emotional and ethical integration of the indi-
vidual into a complete man is a broad definition of the
fundamental aim of education.”
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India has always idolized its icons and has made their
character into a national phenomena. During the early Vedic
times, knowledge was all important, and hence we placed
our hermits on a high pedestal. Even kings would pay
obeisance to them. Then came a phase wherein we began
placing human valour higher than knowledge, and the
Kshatriyas began getting more importance. We also had
Brahamanas like Dronacharya, who became teachers and
trainers of warriors. Gradually this value of ‘valour’changed
with the times, to that of nationalism and patriotism. This
was the period of the British rule, where every young man
considered it a sacred duty to lay down his life for the moth-
erland. But today, the post independent India has a value
system different from that of the past. Despite calling
ourselves a knowledge-based society, we have placed people
making millions out of this ‘knowledge’ on a high pedestal,
and consider money-making to be our sole aim. The trag-
edy is that while we do have a few icons worth emulating
in making money, we have hundreds of others whose means
do not justify their ends.!

The result of all that has been said above, is that there
has been a great decline in our value system today. We are
now living in a dangerous environment, where our youth
is increasingly being carried away by the attractions of crass
consumerism and commercialization of human existence,
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and they consider their life a success only if they ‘belong’
to their tribe of humans achievers who are measuring their
lives by how many millions they have made in the shortest
possible time. The ‘how’ of making it has slipped the atten-
tion of many of them.? Therefore the problem lies in mak-
ing our young understand that the real benefits of today’s
material advancement lies not just in’ creating wealth’, but
ensuring that we use it to make our society more egalitar-
ian, more equitable, and more socially and economically
just. The answer lies in the clarion call that Swami
Vivekanand gave to the young of this nation more than a
hundred years ago.

Youth is an impressionable age where we try to model
our life against that of a role model or icon. It is that won-
derful time in life when energy is limitless, human creativity
is at its best and the ‘never- say- die’ spirit at its peak. This
is the time when we are easily motivated by the environ-
ment and by what we see and value around us. A few years
ago, a reputed international magazine had written, that India
is possibly the only nation with so many young and edu-
cated people. Nearly 78% of our country’s population is
less than 40 years old.” If the potential energy of our youth
is channelized, we can face any challenge as a nation. But
apart from enormous energy, this would also involve a fresh
perspective, a grandiose vision and superhuman effort. But
the issue today is, how do we get our young, whose role
models and icons are mostly from the economic, technol-
ogy, music, cinema and sports arenas, to consider nation-
building as an important facet of our productive lives?

Traversing though a period of rapid globalization, the
students of the present generation are indeed passing through
acrisis. The great emphasis given on academics, hardly gives
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them any time to ponder over the nobler principles of
human life. As a result, the subject of spiritual growth has
been undermined and the fundamental truths of life and
existence have been ignored. Our traditional ideals that up-
hold spiritual advancement at every stage of life, significantly
so during student-life when the seed of noble values are
sown, are being disregarded. Not only academic pressure
but unwarranted aggressive competition, influence of me-
dia, peer pressure, self-centredness, imitation of western cul-
ture, unbridled materialism, consumerism and most impor-
tantly a learning system that is deficient in providing a
holistic education, are the fundamental reasons for this re-
grettable crisis. Swami Vivekanand’s man-making educa-
tion that calls for the right blend of spiritual education with
secular education is unquestionably the need of the hour.’

Vedanta asserts that the essence of a human being lies
in his divine nature. It therefore becomes important for
students to acquire the right awareness about one’s own
self, and learn to discover the higher truths governing life.
Spiritual life is all about development of faith in God, faith
in oneself, manifestation of inherent divinity, and adher-
ence to values, virtues and righteousness that lay the foun-
dation for a successful life. The following disciplines are
fundamental for any student to practice spirituality in his
day-to-day life:-

e developing faith and devotion
e  offering regular prayers

®  practicing meditation

®  nurturing values and virtues

e cultivating the ideals of service and sacrific
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e understanding the true import of religion
®  practicing brahmcharya
e  synthesis of science and spirituality.®

Swamiji made national reconstruction with the ideals
of “Tyaga’ and ‘Seva’, the most important purpose of living
for the young. He made this way of life a spiritual pursuit.
The transience of human achievement and the imperma-
nence of material wealth, were critical to his thinking. He
gave the youth a higher ideal to strive for, and in this he
found answers to the material problems of the suffering
millions. All that he wanted our youth to have was an ability
to ‘feel’. To those who wanted to go beyond just feeling
and take to concrete action, he gave the potent mantra of
the power of the three P’s- Purity, Patience and Persever-
ance - which in his opinion were the qualities that every
young person needed to possess. Purity in thought, word
and deed, patience to understand the dynamics of develop-
ment activity, and perseverance to work in the complex
setting of Indian society”’

Swamiji wanted to prepare the youth both physically
and mentally to face the challenges that would face ahead.
He wanted ‘muscles of iron’ and ‘nerves of steel*He was
practical enough to understand that society ridicules and
opposes all positive endeavours in the beginning, but ac-
ceptsitin the end if it is in the larger good, and it is here that
purity, patience and perseverance would stand the youth
in good stead. The young today are extremely result-ori-
ented and need to understand the reasons behind what they
do. But unfortunately today’s globalized youth is also of-
ten rootless youth. They can only find their moorings
through spirituality, which can give them a sense of inte-
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rior integration and safety. For this, Swamiji had a simple
formula regarding the three levels of service that one could
do. The first is that of physical service - taking care of the
human body and undertaking activities to ameliorate physi-
cal suffering, like running hospitals, orphanages, old-age
homes etc. The next higher level was that of intellectual
service, like running schools, colleges, empowerment
programmes etc. And finally ,for the evolved, he prescribed
the highest level of spiritual service. He clearly wanted the
young to undertake these activities, not merely for the
betterment of society, but for the growth and evolution of
the person undertaking the same.” He saw the ‘means’ of
serving society, leading on to the ‘end’ of spiritual growth
of the person doing it.

Thus understanding Swami Vivekanand and his mes-
sage and putting it across to our youth, would be the sim-
plest way in which we could address the problems facing
India today. The young need direction and what greater
focus than that of serving others! Each young person can
continue to be what he 1s - a technocrat, a scientist, an
engineer or a doctor etc., and yet do so much within the
circle of their own small lives that they could do so much
about. We could then expand to include more and more
lives that we touch in everyday existence.”® By doing so,
thousands of qualified and willing youth can be co-opted
into spending quality time in higher and nobler ventures.
Besides, in undertaking such activities, lies the answer not
only to the problems of people around us, but also to our
own inner conflicts and dilemmas.
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Evaluation of Vivekananda’s thought on
Religion and God in Postmodernist Perspective

Dr. Anita Misra,
Asst. Prof., Sociology,
Govt.P.G.College, Noida.

The sociological theories which have been engaged in
an attempt to bring out reasonable explanations for the
belief in God and religion either emphasized the importance
of the ‘faith’ and‘institution’ or negated its existence. The
evolutionary theorist, Tylor saw ‘religion as a response to
man’s intellectual needs’ (Haralambos, 1980:455).The func-
tionalist perspective put forth the ‘the contribution religion
makes to meeting the functional prerequisites or basic needs
of society’ (Haralambos, 1980:455).Contrary to these as-
sumption is an assertion of Conlflict theorists, who vehe-
mently oppose the idea of God as well as importance of
religion. They consider religion as illusion which eases the
pain produced by exploitation and oppression..................
It is a distortion of reality which provides many of the de-
ceptions which form the basis of ruling class ideology and
false class consciousness (Haralambos, 1980:460).

The two grand theories —functional and the conflict are
concerned with only one kind of reality, the reality which
either analyzes the contribution of religion or the other
reality which considers religion as an instrument of oppres-
sion. Now it is in this backdrop of these two most impor-
tant theories, the thoughts of Swami Vivekananda on God
and religion, and the theory of postmodernism is being
analyzed. It could also be said, that functional and the
conflict theories are point of departure, for the establish-
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ment of further argument. SwamiVivekananda, while ad-
dressing the “World Parliament of Religions’, told a story of
a frog, which was born and brought up in a well. It consid-
ered the well to be the whole world and was not ready to
accept the other reality which existed beyond its well.

The story told byVivekananda coincides with theory
of postmodernism.Vivekanand opines —~‘Tam a Hindu sit-
ting in my own little well. The Christian sits in hislittle well
and thinks the whole world is his well .The Mohammedan
sits in his little well and thinks that is the whole world. I
have to thank you of America for great attempt you are
making to break down the barriers of this little world of
ours and hope that in the future, the Lord will help you to
accomplish your purpose(Narsimhananda,2013:150).This
opinion of Vivekananda fall somewhere between modern-
ism and postmodernism.Swami Vivekananda’s thought on
religion (Hindu religion) and God posed a challenge to the
world which negates the existence of the two. As for the
societies who uphold the modern values of scientific tem-
per, logic and reason, they mistakenly ignore or reject the
infallibility of religion and God. Swami here comes with all
argumentative force to establish the logic and reason, which
the religion, particularly Hindu religion contain in itself.
This particular assertion in itself negates the very notion of
modernist that concept of religion and God is absurd, as it
cannot be logically proved.

The claims of modernist were attacked by
postmodernist. The postmodern theory is all against any
grand narratives. It was critical to modernism.
Postmodernism, as it is understood,”the philosophical pro-
posal that reality is ultimately inaccessible by human inves-
tigation, that knowledge is a social construction, that truth
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claims are political power plays, and that the meaning of
words is to be determined by readers not authors. In brief,
postmodern theory sees reality as what individuals or so-
cial groups make it to be.” (www.allaboutworldview.org/
postmodern-theology.htm).

Now here the thoughts of Vivekananda on religion and
God can be well argued, within postmodernist framework.
As on Vedas, Swami says -”The Hindus have received their
religion through revelation, theVedas. They hold that Vedas
are without beginning and without end. It may sound lu-
dicrous to this audience, how can a book be without a
beginning or end. But by the Vedas no books are meant.
They mean the accumulated treasury of spiritual laws dis-
covered by different persons in different times. Just as the
law of gravitation existed before its discovery, and would
exist if all humanity forgot it.The moral, ethical and spiri-
tual relations between soul and soul and between individual
and spirits, were there before their discovery, and would
remain even if we forgot them” (Narsimhananda,2013:136).
As it may sound ambiguous to the reader, what the Swami
delivered, and may think, how can a book be without
beginning and the end. The ambiguity can be resolved, with
this statement, that Vedas contain those spiritual laws, which
are the spiritual experience of various individuals. Though,
these laws are differing, yet they have universal appeal. Thus
variation can lead to unification.

Many incoherent realities can bring coherence in our
perception of the world we see as well as experience. What
all cannot be proved by the logic of science, and what all
cannot be proved through concrete evidence, does not mean
particular concept or experience does not exist. Thus exist-
ence of God and belief in a religion cannot be scientifically
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evidenced and proved, therefore are subject to negation, is
alogical fallacy on the part of mankind. The postmodernist
theorists are by and large atheist. Their concept of Theol-
ogy is based on atheism; but they are not atheist in a similar
fashion, as Secular Humanist, Marxist and Leninist are.
Postmodernist do not indulge in the scientific verification
of God. They say, as Nietzsche asserted “God is dead,
because he is unbelievable, not because he is unprovable.”

Swami’s concept on religion and God are the logical
answers to the theorist, who either reject God and religion
on the basis of disbelief or scientific evidence, yet his argu-
ment has that strength, that postmodernist, although they
are atheist, cannot reject the claims of universal law for
humanity, as upheld by the Vedas and Hindu philosophy
based on it.Swami opines -"There is first a gross body which
dissolves very quickly, then a fine body which remains
through aeons,and then a jiva.This jiva according to
Vedantaphilosophy, iseternal, just as God is eternal. Na-
ture is also eternal, but changefully eternal
.......................... Jiva is not manufactured of either Akash
or Prana; it is immaterial and therefore, will remain forever.
It is not result of any combination of Prana and Akash and
whatever is not the result of any combination, will never
be destroyed................ The whole nature comprising mil-
lions and millions of soul is under the will of God. God is
all pervading, omniscient, and formless and he is working
through nature day and night.” This concept of soul and
God in Vedanta philosophy, though cannot be proved
through modern science theories, yet this thought is not
lesser in logic or reason, in comparison to those phenom-
ena, of natural world which are still unresolved by the
scientific world.
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In another argument Vivekananda’sassertion invites the
debate on the verification of a theory. In science or social
science any hypothesis or statement becomes a theory if it
is verified.Vivekanand, applies this method on spiritual ex-
periences and spiritual laws, he states -”Verification is a
perfect proof of a theory, and here is a challenge thrown
to the world by Rishis. We have discovered the secret by
which the very depth of ocean of memory can be stirred
up-try it and you would get the complete reminiscence of
your past life.”(Narsimhananda, 2013:136).As it may be
argued here, that in social sciences, observation and empiri-
cism are an important methodology for collection of facts,
subsequently framing the theories. Thus in the similar
manner Swami also talks about religion and God on the
basis of empirical evidence of sages, that spirituality can be
experienced and what can be experienced can be established.

It also becomes pertinent here to debate on the fact that
religion has always been perceived by the radical atheist,
that it brings conflict, dissension and is a tool which justi-
fies oppression. Here also Vivekananda comes in defence
of God and religion. As Swami utters the doctrine of Gita
- “Whosoever comes to me, through whatsoever form, I
reach him; all men are struggling, through paths which in
the end lead to me.”He further says that how misinterpre-
tations of religion can lead mankind to worst kind of situ-
ation. “Sectarianism, bigotry and its horrible descendant,
fanaticism have long possessed this beautiful earth. They
have filled the earth with violence, drenched it often and
often with human blood, destroyed civilization and sent
whole  nations to despair.”(Narsimhananda,
2013:134).Swami is of the opinion, if we are able to under-
stand the true essence of religion, there can be peace for all.
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The negation of God and religion has been in practice
of those who call themselves rationale being, but Swami
enforces the thought that spiritual laws too have a rational
basis. Those who have been the critique of God are them-
selves not sure of their belief system. As it may be cited
here, some of the important exponents of postmodernism
like Jacques Derrida, Foucault are all considered as militant
atheist, with all intolerance (here there is no difference
between those who instigate violence due to religion and
those who negate religion). Nevertheless, Derrida was enig-
matic about his atheism. He in a convention on religion in
2002 commented “I rightly pass for an atheist”
(Barrows).Then he was asked, why he could not say in plain
words that ‘T am an atheist. ‘His reply was -"Maybe I am
not an atheist” (Barrows).

Even those who have been the champion of atheism
are not very sure of their status, so how can they establish
themselves as critique of theism. Richard Rorty admitted -
he was an atheist (Brandom, 344).Later on in his work with
Gianni Valtimo on ‘The Future of Religion’ he agreed to
say - atheism (objective evidence for the non-existence of
God) is just as untenable as theism(objective evidence for
existence of God)................ Religion he says is unobjection-
able as long as it is privatized (Rorty & Vattimo, 2005:33).
The thoughts of Derrida and Rorty are without any abso-
lute claim, as they are unwilling to make any universal state-
ment about reality (both existence and non-existence require
a universal statement). Their idea about theology coincides
well with the postmodern ambiguity.

Hence the theory which in itself is said to be ambigu-
ous, is ready to except both the conflicting concept on God
and religion. This theory is skeptical about all metanarratives,
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since it is skeptical about everything, consequently it is ready
to accept all the realities. The Marxist thought on one hand
talks about oppression by religion and on the other hand
establishes that there is going to violent radical change in
the society; so how it is different from the violence which
isdriven by theological beliefs. Therefore it can be emphati-
cally said that whatever has been in antiquity, if well deci-
phered and understood can be beneficial for human gen-
erations to come. Henceforth, it can be said Vedanta Hindu
philosophy has that spiritual power.
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Religion and Swami Vivekananda

Dr. Kishor Kumar Dr. Sudhir Kumar
Asst. Prof., History Research Asso.
K.M.G.G.P.G. College, K.M.G.G.P.G. College,
Badalpur Badalpur

Swami Vivekananda addressed the Parliament of Reli-
gion at Chicago on 11th September 1893 in the Hall of
Columbus. He stood there on the platform of the Parlia-
ment as the livingembodiment of universality and harmony,
the two key needs of the modern age. What he taught in
subsequent years was only a commentary on his addresses
at the Parliament. Swamiji stood there as the coordinator
of the different sects and religions, urging everyone to give
up the frog-in-the-well mentality and become universal.
What would this universal religion be like? Swamiji ex-
plained in the Parliament.

.... if there is even to be a universal religion, it must be
one which will have no location in place or time; which
will be infinite like the God it will preach, and whose sun
will shine upon the followers of krsna and of Christ, on
saints and sinners alike; which will not be Brahminic or
Buddhistic, Christian or Mohammedan, but the sum total
of all these and still have infinite space for development;
which in its catholicity will embrace in its infinite arms, and
find a place for, every human being, from the lowest grov-
eling savage not far removed from the brute, to the highest
man towering by the virtues of his head and heart almost
above humanity, making society stand in awe of him and
doubt his human nature. It will be a religion which will
have no place for prosecution or intolerance in its policy,
which will recognize divinity in every man and woman,
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and whose whole scope, whose whole force, will be cre-
ated in aiding humanity to realize its own true divine na-
ture. This was the religion Vivekananda represented at the
Parliament. It was in fact the Religion beyond all religions.
The importance of the Parliament of Religions can never
be overestimated. The Parliament in 1893 had delegates
from all corners of the world who represented a wide spec-
trum of religious faiths around the globe. The sheer mag-
nitude of its size and the immensity of the public response
and media coverage, it received make the parliament a unique
event in the religious history of the world. In a letter to his
brother disciplesSwamiji wrote: Everything must be sacri-
ficed, if necessary,for that one sentiment universality.
Vivekananda religion taught him to search through multi-
plicity and duality for the ultimate unity which is the un-
changing base of an ever changing world. To reach the Uni-
versal Religion, recognition of the necessity of variation is
as important as that of underlying unity. If one religion is
true, all others must be true. He proclaimed at Parliament
of Religion, "We believe not only in universal toleration,
but we accept all religions as true." Religion had generated
both intense love and diabolical hatred, but accepting all
religions meant worshipping god with each of them. "I shall
go to the Mosque of the Mohammedan; I shall ... kneel
before the crucifix ... I shall take refuse in Budha ... I shall
sit down in medication, with the Hindu." In the present
situation in the world, the significance of such a religious
approach cannot be overestimated. When the unitary
outlook that science today hints at and that Swami taught
and made available to everyone becomes pervasive among
mankind, most of the problems that plague our human
species will simply disappear. Human life will take on a
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new meaning: traditional human assumptions and attitudes
will become transformed. "Then alone a man loves, Swamiji
saidina New York lecture. ..... when he finds that the object
of his love is not a clad of earth, but it 1s the veritable God
himself; that man will love his greatest enemy who knows
that very enemy is God Himself ...

Such a man becomes a world mover for whombhis little
self is dead and God stands in its place ...

If all mankind today realize only a bit of that greattruth,
the aspect of the whole world will bechanged, and, in place
of fighting and quarrelling,there would be a reign of
peace."This outlook - the spiritual outlook isabsolutely es-
sential to the present age. There willbe no place in a world
of untold power andknowledge for anything but the
broadestacceptance of all human cultures of all individuals,of
all the varied ways in which human being searchfor truth.
The future world will brook no barriersbetween persons,
genders, creeds, races,cultures, and nations; for in the truth
in the vastocean of life there are no barriers, and truth
alonewill be able to survive in a world where noknowledge
will be withheld from any person."Vedanta says this
separtion does not exist,said Swami Vivekananda.

.... It is not real. It is merely apparent,on the surface. In
the heart of things there is unitystill. If you go below the
surface, you find thatunity between man and man, between
races andraces, high and low, rich and poor, gods and
men,and men and animals. If you go deep enough, allwill
be seen as only variations of the one.

We have seen a growing indifference toall spiritual val-
ues and the complete irrelevanceof religious thought in the
political life of alladvanced nations, and also the menacing
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growthof religious fundamentalism in the different partsof
the world, threatening freedom of expressionand alterna-
tive view points. We have also seenthe phenomenal growth
of popular religionspromising false hopes and
legitimizingsuperstitions; and politicians, in connivance
withtheologians and priests, using religion to muzzleall
voices of dissent.The quality of life of man will depend
uponthe relationship between different religions as wellas
on the extent of space that each religion cancreate to en-
sure and encourage freedom toquestion.

In several of his speeches and writings Swami
Vivekananda has spoken of Universal Religion as the one
Eternal Religion, representing the religious consciousness
of humanity, which manifests itself in different places as
different religions. Just as science is one, so also religion is
one.

Hence Swamiji believed that every person should have
his or her own religion. He said, 'No man is born to any
religion; he has a religion in his own soul." This idea comes
close to Whitehead's definition, 'Religion is what a man does
with his solitariness.' Nevertheless, since religion concerns
the whole humanity, it has a collective aspect also. The
collective side of Vivekananda's third concept of Universal
Religion is a fivefold harmony. These five types of harmony
are briefly discussed below:

(@) Harmony between the sacred and the secular: Swamiji
saw life as one. He removed the distinction between
the sacred and the secular not by secularizing the sa-
cred, but by sacralizing the secular, by divinizing the
whole life. Divinization of life is a key concept in
Swamiji's view of religion.
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Harmony between science and religion: Science poses
the greatest challenge to religion in the modern world.
Swami Vivekananda met the challenge by integrating
science into religion. Swamiji looked upon science and
religion as a single quest of man to know the ultimate
Truth; only science conducts the search in the empiri-
cal world, whereas religion does it at the transcenden-
tal plane of existence.

Harmony between love for man and love for God:
Love for fellow beings has been considered to be bond-
age and hence an obstacle to love for God in Hindu-
ism for centuries. Swamiji unified the two kinds of love
(love for man and love for God) by seeing God in man.
Man in his true nature (as atman) is inseparable from
God or Paramatman. So, to love man is to love God.
Swamiji looked upon Love as an expression of the
spiritual oneness of all humanity in God.

Harmony between contemplative life and active life:
The main purpose of meditation is to make the mind
calm so that one may become aware of the Inner Self
or Supreme Self. But by practice this meditative Self-
awareness can be maintained even while doing work.
In fact this is the central principle of Karma-yoga.
When one attains this state, the inner distinction be-
tween contemplative life and active life disappears. Even
in the midst of serious work one can maintain intense
inner calmness and spiritual awareness.

Harmonious development of personality: Every per-
son is naturally endowed with four faculties or capaci-
ties. These are: thinking, feeling, willing and work ef-
ficiency. For the all-round development of personality
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it is necessary to have proper development of all these
faculties. The development of such wellbalanced, inte-
grated individuals is one of the aspects of Swami
Vivekananda's third concept of Universal Religion.

Vivekananda cautioned against the hopefor exclusive
survival of .... one religion anddestruction of others. But
can pluralism solve theproblems of religious hostilities and
resist thetendency of destroying one by another?Some
believe in pluralism from theconviction that it provides a
wider range ofalternatives, a greater freedom of choice
andconsequently by greater opportunities of selfexpression
and self realization. Some believe in itas a convenient and
respectable strategy for themaintenance of social harmony
and communalpeace, particularly in a multi-religious soci-
ety like India. Whether one learns to accept the validityof
religions out of faith and conviction, as Gandhidid, or
whether one learns to treat anotherperson's religion with
tolerance out of anunderstanding of the historical bonds
between thecommunity and that religion, as Nehru did
thepresent and the future of human society has hardlyany
other option.

The unique contribution of SwamiVivekananda lies in
the formulation of unity when he said that ... '"Each must
assimilate the spirit ofthe others and yet preserve his indi-
viduality andgrow according to his own law of growth."The
importance of the Chicago addresswas there to rouse this
unique sense of all-inclusiveunity, in which nothing is to
be left out or shunnedas not belonging to the one. We have
to plumpdeep in all writings of the Swami in order to havea
clear idea of this unity, for which he lived anddied and of
which the seed was laid in his historicChicago address.
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The drawing of this sense of unity is theonly panacea
for all the ills of the world, which istoday torn by division,
discord and diffusion, andthe concluding words of Swami
VivekanandaChicago addresses will then alone be a
reality;"Harmony and Peace and not Dissensions."
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Music is the highest art and, to those who understand is the highest
worship.

-Swami Vivekananda

Vishnu, one of three supreme gods of Hinduism, told
Narada Nahamtisthami Baikunthe, Yoginamhridayenacha.
Matbhaktahyatragayanti, tatratisthami Naradah.

(I do not reside in the Heavenly abode of Baikuntha,
nor in the heart of the Yogis. Where ever my devotees sing
in spirit, I reside there, Narada)

Music plays a big role in transforming Narendra Nath
in to Swami Vivekananda. Swami Vivekananda believes that
high achievements in art, music, etc., are the results of con-
centration. When we hear beautiful music, our minds be-
come fastened upon it, and we cannot take them away.
Those who concentrate their minds upon what you call
classical music do not like common music, and vice versa.
Music in which the notes follow each other in rapid succes-
sion holds the mind readily. A child loves lively music,
because the rapidity of the notes gives the mind no chance
to wander. A man who likes common music dislikes clas-
sical music, because it is more complicated and requires a
greater degree of concentration to follow it. He think that,
if there are different musical instruments tuned alike in one
room, all of you may have noticed that when one is struck,
the others have the tendency to vibrate so as to give the
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same note. So all minds that have the same tension, so to
say, will be equally affected by the same thought Swami
Vivekananda himself was a trained singer (though not pro-
fessional). He received his classical music training from
BeniOstad. In his first meeting (late 1881) with Ramakrishna,
he sang few devotional songs. His trained voice and his
devotion towards music highly impressed Ramakrishna,
which was followed by a cordial invitation to visit
Dakshineswar. We find Ramakrishna repeatedly request-
ing Narendra to sing and while listening to Narendra's song
Ramakrishna is going into trance (Ramakrishna
Kathamitra). Vivekananda was undoubtedly an apprecia-
tor and a performer of classical music. In 1887, when
Vivekananda was only 24 years old, he co-edited and pub-
lished a Bengali song anthology named SangeetKalpataru.
He believes that drama and music are by themselves reli-
gion; any song, love song or any song, never mind; if one's
whole soul is in that song, he attains salvation, just by that;
nothing else he has to do; if a man's whole soul is in that,
his soul gets salvation. They say it leads to the same goal.

In music, nobody, not even the sage Bharata, the origi-
nator of dramatic performances, could understand whether
it was singing, or weeping, or wrangling, and what meaning
or purpose it sought to convey! And what an abundance
of intricacies in that music! What labyrinths of flourishes
enough to strain all one's nerves! Over and above that, that
music had its birth in the nasal tone uttered through the
teeth compressed, in imitation of the Mohammedan musi-
cal experts! Nowadays there is an indication of correcting
these; now will people gradually understand that a language,
or art, or music that expresses no meaning and is lifeless is
of no good. Now they will understand that the more
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strength is infused into the national life, the more will lan-
guage art, and music, etc. become spontaneously instinct
with ideas and life. The volume of meaning that a couple
of words of everyday use will convey, you may search in
vain in two thousand set epithets. Then every image of the
Deity will inspire devotion, every girl decked in ornaments
will appear to be a goddess and every house and room and
furniture will be animated with the vibration of life.

In India, music was developed to the full seven notes,
even to half and quarter notes, ages ago. India led in
music.India gave to the world her system of notation, with
the seven cardinal notes and the diatonic scale, all of which
we enjoyed as early as 350 B.C., while it came to Europe
only in the eleventh century.

While discussing the preparations one needs to take to
practise Bhakti Yoga, Vivekananda told that the greatest
aid to this practice of keeping God in memory is, perhaps,
music. The Lord says to Narada, the great teacher of Bhakti,
"I do not live in heaven, nor do I live in the heart of the
Yogi, but where My devotees sing My praise, there am I".
Music has such tremendous power over the human mind;
it brings it to concentration in a moment. You will find the
dull, ignorant, low, brute-like human beings, who never
steady their mind for a moment at other times, when they
hear attractive music, immediately become charmed and
concentrated. Even the minds of animals, such as dogs, li-
ons, cats, and serpents, become charmed with
music.Shankaracharya had caught the rhythm of the Vedas,
the national cadence. Indeed I always imagine that he had
some vision such as mine when he was young, and recov-
ered the ancient music that way. Anyway, his whole life's
work is nothing but that, the throbbing of the beauty of
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the Vedas and the Upanishads.

The book SangeetKalpataru is all in us. Fool, hearest
not thou? In thine own heart day and night is singing that
Eternal Music-Sachchidananda, soham, soham-Existence-
Knowledge-Bliss Absolute, I am He, I am He. All poetry,
painting, and music is feeling expressed through words,
through colour, through sound.Music is the highest art and,
to those who understand is the highest worship.

It is clear that Vivekananda's musical mind-set plays a
big impact on his life. His thoughts, thinking, vision and
prospective towards life and humanity is highly influenced
by his musical heart and brain.

Reference:

1. Vivekanand. SangeetKalpataru. 1887.
2. http://www.swamivivekanandaquotes.org
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Swami Vivekananda and His Methodology,
its Significance in Indian Context

Dr. Laxmi Prakash
Asso. Prof., History
M.M.H. College, Ghaziabad

Swami Vivekananda was an Indian Hindu monk and
chief disciple of the 19th-century saint Ramakrishna. He
was a key figure in the introduction of the Indian philoso-
phies of Vedanta and Yoga to the Western worldand is
credited with raising interfaith awareness, bringing Hindu-
ism to the status of a major world religion during the late
19th century. He was a major force in the revival of Hin-
duism in India, and contributed to the concept of nation-
alism in colonial India. Vivekananda founded the
Ramakrishna Math and the Ramakrishna Mission. He is
perhaps best known for his inspiring speech which began,
"Sisters and brothers of America ...," in which he intro-
duced Hinduism at the Parliament of the World's Religions
in Chicago in 1893.

Teachings And Philosophy

Vivekananda believed that a country's future depends
on its people, and his teachings focused on human devel-
opment. He wanted "to set in motion a machinery which
will bring noblest ideas to the doorstep of even the poorest
and the meanest". Vivekananda believed that the essence
of Hinduism was best expressed in the Vedanta philoso-
phy, based on Adi Shankara's interpretation. He
summarised the Vedanta as follows.Each soul is potentially
divine. The goal is to manifest this Divinity within by con-
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trolling nature, external and internal. Do this either by
work, or worship, or mental discipline, or philosophyby
one, or more, or all of theseand be free.

Summary of Raj Yog

The fire of Yoga burns the cage of sin that is around a
man. Knowledge becomes purified and Nirvana is directly
obtained. From Yoga comes knowledge; know ledge again
helps the Yogi. He who combines in himself both Yoga
and knowledge, with him the Lord is pleased. Yoga is di-
vided into two parts. One is called Abhava, and the other,
Mahayoga. Where one's self is meditated upon as zero, and
bereft of quality, that is called Abhava. That in which one
sees the self as full of bliss and bereft of all impurities, and
one with God, is called Mahayoga. The Yogi, by each one,
realises his Self. Yama, Niyama, Asana, Pranayama,
Pratyahara, Dharana, Dhyana, and Samadhi are the steps
in Raja-Yoga, of which non-injury, truthfulness, non-cov-
etousness, chastity, not receiving anything from another
are called Yama. This purifies the mind, the Chitta.

Summary of Karma Yog

Swami Vivekananda began working on Karma Yoga
when he returned to New York from London in Decem-
ber, 1895. It was not his habit to do much actual writing
himself; a stenographer was employed to record his lectures.
It is thanks to the efforts of the stenographer, J. J. Goodwin,
an Englishman who became Vivekananda's disciple, that
Vivekananda's teachings, including his exposition of karma
yoga, have survived. Karma Yoga is one of four volumes by
Vivekananda describing the different paths to enlightenment
in Vedanta. Karma Yoga is divided into eight chapters.
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Vivekananda's style is simple, straightforward, and logical.
In almost every chapter, he includes a story or anecdote from
the Indian tradition to illustrate his main point. In keeping
with his universalist outlook, We have to work as hard as
we can, give the work our best quality effort, then step back
and let the results take care of themselves.

Summary of Jnana Yog

Jnana Yoga (The yoga of knowledge) is a book of Swami
Vivekananda.[1] based on a series of lectures on the topic
delivered mainly in New York and London by Swami
Vivekananda. These lectures were recorded by a profes-
sional stenographer J.J.Goodwin (who later became a dis-
ciple of Swami Vivekananda. Jnana means for "knowledge"
in Sanskrit. The word is derived from the Sanskrit word
Jna to know; Jnana yoga is one of the types of
yogamentioned in Hindu philosophies. Jfiana in Sanskrit
means "knowledge". In this book Swami Vivekananda has
described "knowledge" is the ultimate goal. According to
Swami Vivekananda freedom is the object of Jnana Yoga.

Summary of Bhakti Yog

Bhakti-Yoga is a real, genuine search after the Lord, a
search beginning, continuing, and ending in love. One single
moment of the madness of extreme love to God brings us
eternal freedom. "Bhakti", says Narada in his explanation
of the Bhakti-aphorisms, "is intense love to God"; "This
love cannot be reduced to any earthly benefit", because so
long as worldly desires last, that kind of love does not come;
"Bhakti is greater than karma, greater than Yoga, because
these are intended for an object in view, while Bhakti is its
own fruition, its own means and its own end." Bhakti has
been the one constant theme of our sages.
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Swami Vivekananda's Concept of Jnana Yoga, Raja
Yoga, Karma Yoga, Bhakti Yoga

Vivekananda, the most famous disciple of Sh.
Ramakrishna had, in fact, inherited from his great master,
a wide concept of religion. For him, religion was an all
embracing spirituality; and all religions the paths that lead
to the same goal of self-realization or the realization of God.
Ramakrishna, in truth was the embodiment of all the past
religious thoughts of India, and at the same time, had a good
knowledge of all the existing faiths of the world. Swami
Vivekananda, doubtlessly was the unparallel illustrious
apostle of Ramakrishna, who spread throughout the world
the divine message of his Guru. It was he who roared the
immortal teachings of India the Jagat Guru, the master land
of all spiritualities at the Parliament of World Religions first
at Chicago in 1893 and then at Paris in 1900. Infinite-
Sachidanadaswaroopa. The individual souls or the Jivatmans
have come into being because of these limiting adjuncts.

“Awake, arise and stop not till the goal (Self-realization)
is reached”.
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Religious Thoughts of Swami Vivekananda

Rohit Kumar
M.Ed. Scholar,
R.B.S. College, Rewari, Haryana

Among Swami Vivekananda’s most significant contri-
butions to global culture are his reflections on religious plu-
ralism, which can be defined broadly as the idea that there
is truth to be found in many religious traditions, and not
only one. Vivekananda’s concept of religion is based on
the teachings of Upanishads and the teachings of his Mas-
ter. But he interpreted their religious doctrines also on the
basis of his own experiences. He himself admitted this fact
in many of his lectures and writings. We may quote him in
this context thus: “My teaching is my own interpretation
of our ancient books, in the light which my Master shed
upon them. I claim no supernatural authority. Whatever
in my teaching may appeal to the highest intelligence and
be accepted by thinking men to the adoption of that will
be my reward.”

Swami Vivekananda, who studied the ins and outs of
Indian culture and religion very well, realised the fact that
religion was the inner heart of India. He firmly believed
that the existence of India could only be saved by preserv-
ing its religion and spirituality. He declared thus: “In each
nation, as in music, there is a main note, a central theme,
upon which all others turn. Each nation has a theme:
Everything else is secondary. India’s theme is religion.”
Thus, Vivekananda rightly realises that religion occupies
pivotal position here in our land. He very well visualised
that if Indians wanted to save India from great crisis, then
they must try to know their own spirituality which was
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lying in their treasure house of religion. We must not imi-
tate the ideals of others instead of following our own ideals.
Religion, according to him, is our life blood. As long as the
principle of life remains undisturbed, the life remains quite
secure. Similarly, if the spirit of the nation is not destroyed
there is no threat to its existence. He warned against this
danger and asserted that if Indians were unable to preserve
their spirituality which according to him, was India’s soul,
a great disaster would follow.

Vivekananda realised that there were two obstacles in
our path - the conservatism and the imitation of material
civilization. These were the main causes of our religious
and spiritual degradation. He felt that our young genera-
tions were busy in criticising our own old views, and prais-
ing the modern civilization of western countries. He said
that they should learn something good from others but they
should not forget their own ideals. He could even tolerate
conservatism to some extent but he was enable to tolerate
a westernised person always busy in criticising his own
ideals and social customs. He said, “There are two great
obstacles in our path in India, the Soylla of old orthodoxy,
and the Charybdis of modern European civilization. Of
these two, I vote for the old orthodoxy, and not for the
Europeanised system.”

Religion is the central theme of Vivekananda’s philoso-
phy. He was convinced that social structure and religion
are organically interwoven. Caste hierarchy, sex inequality
and untouchability exist because of the misinterpretation
of religion. Religion is the dominating and guiding force of
the life of the individual in India. His economic activity, his
social life, his marriage, birth and death, his physical move-
ments, all are strictly controlled by religion. Vivekananda
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refuted the Western concept that man lives by bread alone
and is moved only by economic forces. In India, he pointed
out that ‘religion is the highest motive power.”

Vivekananda warned the Indian people and social re-
formers that if they made an attempt to throw off their
religion and take up either politics or similar thing as their
central theme, the result will be that India will become
extinct. He also insisted that even reforms in India must
come through religion. Like Hegel, Vivekananda believed
that “each nation, like each individual, has one theme in
this life, which is its centre, the principal note round which
every other note comes to form the harmony. In India,
religious life forms the centre life forms the centre, the key-
note of the whole music of national life. He further pointed
out that religion in India had been a creative force for in-
tegration and stability and if and when the political author-
ity had becomes loose and weak, it imparted even to that
the power of rehabilitation. Hence, in Vivekananda’s so-
cial philosophy religion plays the most dominant role.

Vivekananda gave a new meaning to religion, He not
only humanized it but also socialised its purposes. He
pointed out that: “man is the greatest of all beings.” Hence,
the best way to realise God is to serve His followmen. He
said, “I do not believe in a God or religion which cannot
wipe the widow’s tears or bring a piece of bread to the
orphan’s mouth. . . I do not call it religion so long as it is
confined to books and dogmas.” Thus Vivekananda inter-
preted the ancient Indian religious thought in consonance
with contemporary thought. He put emphasis on the ser-
vice of man and said, “There is no difference between ser-
vice of man and worship of God, between manliness and
faith, between true righteousness and spirituality.”
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Swamiji does not affirm that all religions are the same.
Each religion is distinct. It has its own “soul.” And while
contradictions may indeed obtain among the doctrines and
the practices that have been formed on the basis of its core
ideals-not only among religions, but even within the same
religion, leading to division and sectarianism-Swamiji poses
the question: Do the core insights of the various religions
necessarily conflict? Or might these central ideals be logi-
cally compatible-in Swamiji’s words “supplementary”?
Might it be that each religion represents a core ideal, and
that these ideals are not contradictory, despite each being
distinct? Might they even be mutually affirming?

For Vivekananda Religion must constantly take help
from Reason. Because when religion refuses to take the help
of reason, it weakens itself. Alluding to this in the course
of his lecture on ‘Reason and Religion’, delivered in En-
gland in 1896, Vivekananda said: The foundations have been
all undermined, and the modern man, whatever he may say
in public, knows, in the privacy of his heart that he call no
more ‘believe’. Believing certain things because an organised
body of priests tells him to believe, believing because it is
written in certain books, believing because his people like
him to believe, the modern man knows to be impossible
for him.” There are, of course, a number of people who
seen to acquiesce in the so called popular faith, but we also
know for certain that they do not think. According to
Vivekananda, “Their idea of belief may be better translated
as “not-thinking carelessness.”

And pleading for the application of reason in the field
of religion Vivekananda continued that religion must jus-
tify itself by the discoveries of reason, and the same meth-
ods of investigation, which we apply to sciences and knowl-
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edge outside, must be applied to the science of religion. Ex-
pressing his own opinion, Vivekananda said: “If a religion
is destroyed by such investigations, it was then all the time
useless, unworthy superstition; and the sooner it goes the
better.” He was thoroughly convinced that its destruction
would be the best thing that could happen. “All that is dross
will be taken off, no doubt, but the essential parts of reli-
gion will emerge triumphant out of this investigation. Not
only will it be made scientific, at least, as any of the conclu-
sions of physics or chemistry - but it will have greater
strength, because physics or chemistry has no internal
mandate to vouch for its truth, which religion has.”

In several of his lectures and discourses, Vivekananda
has expounded the scientific approach to religion as up-
held in Indian thought. In his lecture on ‘Religion and Sci-
ence’ he says that “Experience is the only source of knowl-
edge but it does not fully apply to religion. Only a small
group of men, called mystics, teach religion from experi-
ence. As mathematics in every part of the world does not
differ, so the mystics do not differ. ... Their experience is
the same; and this becomes law.......

Vivekananda’s gospel of practical Vedanta is his call to
people to be first Gods, and then help others to be Gods.
He enjoins upon everyone to look upon every man,
woman and everyone as God. So one is to serve them in
the spirit of worship, and not help them or be kind to them
as people ordinarily think and say. Vivekananda wants to
impress upon the people that the poor and the miserable
give us opportunity to serve God coming to us in the person
of the diseased, the lunatic, the lapen and the sinner. It was
this conviction that inspired him to. say: “May I be born
again and suffer thousands of miseries, so that I may wor-
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ship the only God that exists, the only God I believe in, the
sum total of all souls - and above all. my God the wicked,
my God the miserable, my God the poor of all races of all
species, is the special object of my worship.”

While travelling to the United States, when Vivekananda
spoke he was not In a short time he was recommended to
be a speaker. When Vivekananda spoke he was not repre-
senting any specific religion or sect, he was representing
India (Arora 14). In the words of some bibliographers he
was able to take all of the scholars and religious men to a
place they had never been, where his words connected all
religions and articulated the “oneness” of God and creed.
“if there is ever to be a universal religion, it must be one
which will have no location in place or time, which will be
infinite like the God it will preach . . . which will not be
Brahmanic, the Buddhistic, Christian or Mohammedan, but
the sum total of all these and still have infinite space for
development.” (Teelucksingh 412).

Vivekananda pointed to an aspect of the gospel of prac-
tical Vedanta i.e. the “principle of acceptance.” According
to it, other forms of worship than one’s own, including the
worship of God through ceremonials are, not errors. Those
who worship God through ceremonials, and forms, how-
ever crude we may think them, are not in error. He writes
that “It is the journey from truth to truth from lower truth
to higher truth. We should see others with eyes of love
with sympathy, knowing that they are going along the same
path we have trod” So the Advaita of Vivekananda, not
only tolerates but accepts ail other religions of the world as
different paths leading to the same God.

Thus, Vivekananda’s gospel of Vedanta is both posi-
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tive and dynamic. It is not merely a negative and lifeless
theory. It is the Vedanta which can inspire our national
and international life. Vivekananda himself lived such a
Vedantic ideal of life and preached it till the last day of his
earthly career. He wanted Indians to carry the external
message of the Vedanta to every door and to every corner
of the world. If this can be done in a spirit of renunciation
and service to humanity, the time, however distant it may
be, is bound to come when practical Vendanta will become
a widely settled fact in the world’s history. Though, spiri-
tuality is most dominant in the philosophy of Vivekananda
yet it is mingled with humanitarianism. At the same time it
deserves attention that Vedanta in his hands became an in-
strument for regenerating and revitalising India by making
an appeal to the masses to become strong, fearless and self-
reliant. Thus his philosophy represents a synthesis of con-
templation and action; Nirvikalpa Samadhi and humanitar-
ian activity, God and the world. Individual salvation and
social service runs parallel to each other.

In February 1902, Vivekananda argued that ‘Shiv Wor-
ship’, in various forms, antedated the Buddhists’. ‘Gaya was
a place of ancestor worship already, and the foot print wor-
ship the Buddhists copied from the Hindus. Though
Vivekananda called Sankara a mere Purldit with much nar-
rowness of heart, he declares that “the Upanisads and the
Gita are the true scriptures.” He said, “Sankara’s Vedanta
has to be transformed into altruistic service, which alone 1s
religion.” But he insists that “it is Sankara whom you should
follow” because in Sankara’s system there is real scope
both for Pravrtti and Nivrtti. Again he emphasises to fel-
low the path of love and says that “The modern age calls
for the farmer. It is the hemt, the heart, that conquers, not
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the brain. Books and learning, Yoga and meditation and
llumination - all are but dust compared with love.” “Love
alone gives the supernatural powers.

Vivekananda’s comparatively studied the East and the
West in the secular sphere, but in the spiritual sphere, he
unhesitatingly declares that India can still become the teacher
of the whole world. Not only can the Vedanta philosophy
of India stand its own ground against all scientific and ratio-
nal onslaught, but it can also take under its protective wings
all who search for rational assurance. “The nations of the
West are coming to us for spiritual help. A great moral
obligation rests on the sons of India to fully equip them-
selves for the work of enlightening the world on the prob-
lems of human existence.”

According to the Indian view, society is not a human
creation, but a divine institution. The Indian Monotheistic
Doctrine of Creation holds that the universe of souls and
matter is a cosmos, not a chaos and not only that, it is also
an entirely teleological or a purposive one. Like nature,
soclety, too, is a perfect system. It is a full organic whole,
a loving and a living union. Its basis is religion, its purpose,
spiritualism and its instruments scriptural injunctions. “It
is not a political organisation, not an economic unit and
not a prudential concern at all.”

Hence, we conclude that Swami Vivekananda’s ideal of
universal acceptance, of diverse religions as being not so
much contradictory as complementary, as forming distinct
pieces of a vast jigsaw dilemma, as participating, each in its
own way, in a broader, transcendent vision of the reality
that we all divide up and inhabit, is even more significant
today than it was when he first articulated it, over a cen-
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tury ago. It has, fortunately, become an influential ideal in
the Western countries. But itis not yet shared by all. Swamiji
said at the end of his first address to the Parliament of World
Religions, “I fervently hope that the bell that tolled this
morning in honour of this convention may be the death-
knell of all fanaticism, of all persecutions with the sword or
with the pen, and of all uncharitable feelings between per-
sons wending their way to the same goal.”

It is a deep and tragic irony that this speech was deliv-
ered on September 11, 1893-that is, precisely 120 years to
the day before the notorious attacks which, for many in
our time, have come to symbolize that very fanaticism,
persecution, and hatred which Swamiji so fervently hoped
would be ended in his time.
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Youth is that wonderful time in life when energy is lim-
itless, human creativity is at its best and the ’never say die’
spirit is at its peak. Youth is also an impressionable age
wherein we try to model our life against that of a ‘role model’
or ‘icon’. This is the time when one is ready to take on
tasks however onerous they are; the time when our ideals
can drive and determine one’s actions; the time when we
believe that we can do anything under the sun. This is the
time when we are easily motivated by the environment and
by what we see and value around us.

Swami Vivekananda was always in search of real youth.
By the word ‘real youth’ he never meant by those young
persons who have reached that stage considering age and
physical appearance. Rather his definition of a real youth
is those who are young with full of energy, strength, intel-
lect, and well built body. He always believed that the youths
by age and physique if transformed into ‘real youths’ then
they will break all the hurdles which come in the way of
growth and betterment. Vivekananda expressed his extreme
confidence about the transformation from youth to ‘real
youth’ through his statement: “My faith is in the younger
generation, the modern generation; out of them will come
my workers. They will work out the whole problem, like
lions.” He always wanted the youths to discover their in-
ner strength. He never gave importance only to that knowl-
edge which is gained from books but also knowledge from
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practical experience and wanted the youths to face the dif-
ferent challenges of life by their own inner strength that
means a self confidence. In this regard he conveyed his
opinion in these words: “All power is within you; you can
do anything and everything. Believe in that, do not be-
lieve that you are weak. Stand up and express the divinity
within you.”

To learn about India more deeply Vivekananda went
on journey to different parts of the country. During this
tour he got completely disturbed by the plight of his coun-
trymen in various places. The fragile condition of the
youths shattered him a lot. In this connection he gave a
strong message to the youths whose ill health shocked him:
“First of all, our young men must be strong. Religion will
come afterwards. Be strong my young friends; that is my
advice to you. You will be nearer to Heaven through foot-
ball than through the study of the Gita. These are my
bold words, but I have to say them, for I love you. You will
understand the Gita better with your biceps, your muscles,
a little stronger. You will understand the mighty genius
and the mighty strength of Krishna better with a little of
strong blood in you.”

‘Tyaga’ and ‘Seva’

Swami ji addressed the issue by simplifying the whole
problem of existence. He made National reconstruction
with the ideals of “Tyaga’ and ‘Seva’ the most important
purpose of living for the young. To the more discerning,
he made this way of life a ‘spiritual pursuit’. What he at-
tempted to do was to show us a higher reason to live, a
higher ideal to live for and a higher state to reach within the
limitations and boundaries of a human existence. He has,
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in very simple terms given the youth a higher ideal to strive
for and in this striving he found answers to the material
problems of the suffering millions.

Ability to ‘Feel’

All that he wanted our youth to have was an ability to
‘feel’. He wanted that feeling for our downtrodden and the
poor which would make us sleepless and make our heads
reel and our hearts stop. In doing so, he had assured us that
an indomitable power would come to us and we will be
able to throw away all our self-concerns and place ourselves
as servants of society and use our inner energy and will to
transcend the problems of our human brethren. The only
qualification that Swami ji wanted our youth to have was
this wonderful ability to ‘feel’.

Purity, Patience and Perseverance

He gave the potent mantra- the power of the 3 P’s -
Purity, Patience and Perseverance. These three words are
the qualities that every young person desiring to do social
work needs to possess. Purity in thought word and deed.
Patience to understand the dynamics of any community
development activity and the fact that Society is always slow
to understand and quick to label all such efforts. One also
needs great perseverance to work in the complex settings
of Indian society. Working with the realities of social, eco-
nomic and political diversity needs enormous perseverance.
Otherwise one could easily get fatigued and demotivated.

Physically Strong

Vivekananda was a great observer of the human mind
and the human society at large. He understood that under-
taking any social change needed enormous energy and will.
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Hence he called upon the youth to not only build up their
mental energies, but their physical ones as well. He wanted
‘muscles of iron’ as well as ‘nerves of steel.” He wanted the
youth to possess indomitable will and the strength to drink
up the ocean. What he wanted was to prepare the youth
both physically and mentally to face the challenges that
would lie ahead of social workers. According to him “All
good work has to go through three stages. First comes
ridicule, then the stage of opposition and finally comes
acceptance.”

Three Levels of Service

The young today are extremely result oriented and need
to understand the reasons for what they need to do as well
as the benefits of what they do. To them Swamiji had a
simple formula. He laid down in clear and simple terms the
three levels of service that one can do. The first is that of
the Physical - taking care of the human body and under-
taking activities to ameliorate human physical suffering.
Running hospitals, orphanages, old-age homes and various
income generation programs would qualify for this level.
The next higher level was that of Intellectual service.
Runningschools, colleges and awareness and empowerment
programs would operate at this level. And finally for the
evolved - he prescribed the highest level of Spiritual ser-
vice. He did not forget to warn us of the pitfalls of under-
taking such service activities. He understood the human
ego and its extraordinary potential for creating problems.
He repeatedly warns us against placing ourselves higher than
what we should. His famous quote of not standing on the
pedestal and offering the poor man five cents is legendary.
He clearly wanted the young to undertake these activities,
not merely for the betterment of society but for the evo-
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lution and growth of the person undertaking the same. This
to me is clearly the end of what he extolled the young
towards. He saw the ‘means’ of serving society leading on
to the ‘end’ of spiritual growth of the person doing it. And
he so beautifully advised us to ‘Serve God in man’. All his
philosophy so elegantly and simplistically packed into one
statement, in such simple and lucid language that makes it
at once achievable and attractive to the youth. This ideal
not only looks within the reach of each one of us but makes
it so emotionally appealing and motivating to undertake.

Conclusion

His famous quote “Stand up, be bold, be strong. Take
the whole responsibility on your own shoulders, and know
that you are the creator of your own destiny. The youth
of India have great creative energy with the positive poten-
tial to take them to spiritual heights. If human creativity is
a special quality, then the “Never say die!” spirit is its apex.
Demographically, today’s India is at its youngest best and
has the power to meet any challenge with the collective
consciousness and effort of all people, especially young
people. Thus, the messages of Swami Vivekananda which
were addressed to the youths of this country ask the youths
to come out of all the poor conditions in their personal
lives as well as do something good for their motherland,
India. Vivekananda was a great social and religious reformer
of India but the most interesting trait he had shown was
that he never gave importance to religion before inner self,
country and awakening of men.
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A religion is one of the systems of faith that are based
on the belief in the existence of a particular god or gods and
the activities that are connected with the worship of them.
Vivekanand was connected with Hinduism, the main reli-
gion of India and Nepal which includes the worship of one
or more gods and belief in reincarnation i.e. after one’s death
one’s soul lives again in a new body. He had presented
Hinduism as “the mother of religions which taught the
double percept of “Accept and Understand one another”
in his speech at the Parliament of Religions at Chicago on
11 Sept. 1893. The multiplicity of Hindu’s gods and god-
desses, often presented as adversaries, and the diversity of
rituals associated with them leave enough space for inter-
nal discords while the concept of incarnation gives infinite
possibility of superstition. Hindus often fought for their
gods and goddesses and exploited the unsuspecting but su-
perstitious people. Obviously, Vivekanand faced the daunt-
ing task of reconciling the opposites and showing the way
out of superstition.

Vivekanand’s religion is service. To him service to hu-
manity is above God. He exhorted people to leave God to
serve Him in His members as all humanity is the mystic
body of God. He said, “The ideal of man is to see God in
everything. But if you cannot see Him in everything, see
Him in one thing, in that thing which you like best. So on
you go. There is infinite life before the soul. Take your
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time and you will achieve your end- God...the path to God
is long and difficult.”

For Vivekanand, there is no distinction between God
and Humanity. One day while he was discussing the most
abstract philosophy with a disciple, Doctor Girish, the
celebrated Bengali dramatist, writer and comedian, inter-
vened and mentioned to him the evils and miseries prevail-
ing in man’s everyday life-hungry children, helpless moth-
ers, young widows living in utter deprivations, ruffians on
prey and violated women succumbing to abortions to hide
their shame, etc.-and asked him whether his knowledge of
Vedas and Vedanta offered any prevention or remedy from
these evils. As Girish continued Vivekanand sat speechless
and deeply moved. Thinking of the pain and misery of the
world tears came into his eyes and to hide his feelings he
walked out of the room. Girish then said to his disciple,
“What a large heart your Guru possesses. I do not esteem
him for being a scholar and intellectual giant, as for that
large heartedness which made him walk out shedding tears
for the misery of mankind. As soon as he heard it...all his
Vedas and Vedantas vanished out of sight as it were all the
learning and the scholarship that he was displaying a mo-
ment ago was cast aside and his whole being was filled to
overflow with the milk of loving kindness. Your Swamiji
is as much a Jnani and a Pandit as a lover of God and
humanity.” Vivekanand once declared, “So long as even a
single dog in my country is without food, my whole reli-
gion will be to feed him.”

Vivekanand was against blind faith and superstition
which are often mistaken for religion. To him religion is a
science like any other science but the difference is that
unlike science which deals with the physical world, reli-
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gion deals with the metaphysical world. He said, “Religion
deals with truths of the metaphysical world, just as chem-
istry and other natural sciences deal with the truths of the
physical world.” He elaborates the point further when he
says, “Science is nothing but the finding of Unity. As soon
as science would reach perfect unity, it would stop from
further progress because it would reach the goal. Thus chem-
istry could not progress further, when it would discover
one element out of which all other could be made. Physics
would stop when it would be able to fulfil its services in
discovering one energy of which all the others are but
manifestations...and the science of religion would become
when it would discover Him who is the One Life in the
Universe of Death. Religion can go no further. This is the
goal of science.” To him religion is not a close ended but
an open ended system. It can never be fixed for ever in
certain religious text under whatever form they may ap-
pear. It progresses. If it is stopped for a single instant, it is
dead. Its universal ideals are always in motion, interaction
and cross-fertilization. He opposed blind faith and super-
stition to the extent that he says, “...it is better that man-
kind should become atheist by following reason than blindly
believe in two hundred millions of gods on the authority
of any body. It degrades human nature and brings it to the
level of beasts. We must reason... Let man think. The glory
of man is that he is a thinking being.”

Vivekanand believed in the underlying unity of all re-
ligions irrespective of their place of origin or names of God
or the ways of worship. He says, “Whatever shape the vase
might be that contained the water, the water was always
the same, the same God. One drop is as holy as the ocean.”
Therefore, he was opposed to religious conversion. He said
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in The Parliament of Religion, “The Christian is not to
become a Hindu or a Buddhist, nor a Hindu or a Buddhist
to become a Christian. But each must assimilate the spirit
of the others and yet preserve his individuality and grow
according to his own law of growth.” He stressed that
holiness, purity and charity are not the exclusive posses-
sion of any particular religion and every religion has pro-
duced men and women of exalted characters. He wanted
the banner of every religion to display: “Help not Fight”,
“Assimilation and not Destruction” and “Harmony and
Peace and not Discussion”.
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Vivekanannda was an apostle of national unity and com-
munal harmony. In his own words, “One atom in this
universe cannot move without breaking the whole world
along with it. There cannot be any progress without the
whole world following in the wake and it is becoming
everyday clearer that the solution of any problem can never
be attained on racial or national or narrow grounds. Every
idea has to become broad till it covers the whole of the
world. Every aspiration must go on increasing till it has
engulfed the whole of humanity, nay, the whole of life,
within its scope”. It is to be remembered that Swami
Vivekananda never entertained narrow nationalism; rather
he embraced all nations, great or small. He had a catholic
and tolerant mind to discover fundamental unity behind all
nations of the world. As Nehru said, “His was a kind of
nationalism which automatically slipped into Indian nation-
alism which was a part of Internationalism”. Vivekananda
foresaw the problems we are facing at the present world.
For the solution of all problems he gave stress on man
making. It was Sri Ramakrishna, the Master who taught
Vivekanandato serve people. Asa result Vivekananda, even
after realizing the highest spiritual Truth, walk around the
country, meet people, the rich and the poor and make
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people conscious about their inherent unity. As a preacher
of Vedantic view of equality . Vivekananda wanted total abo-
lition of the cruel and unjust social customs due to misin-
terpretation of the real caste system. He said that the solu-
tion of our national problem does not lie in bringing down
the higher, but raising the lower up to thelevel of the higher.
The most serious problem faced by India atpresent is, how
to create and maintain the sense of integrity among the
people. Variousfactors can contribute to develop such sense
of integrity. In this regard the contribution ofSwami
Vivekananda is worth mentioning .He has not written a
treatise on this issue, buthis views regarding human values
and the inherent unity of all human species
sprinkledthroughout his various lectures, discussions and
writings.

A. Nation

Nation has various meanings, and the meaning has
changed over time. The concept of “nation” is related to
“ethnic community” or ethnie. An ethnic community of-
ten has a myth and descent, a common history, elements
of distinctive culture, a common territorial association, and
sense of group solidarity. A nation is, by comparison, much
more impersonal, abstract, and overtly political than
an ethnic group. It is a cultural-political community that
has become conscious of its coherence, unity, and particu-
lar interests.

B. Nationalism

Nationalism is a belief, creed or political ideology that
involves an individual identifying with, or becoming attached
to, one’s nation. Nationalism involves national identity, by
contrast with the related construct of patriotism, which
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involves the social conditioning and personal behaviours
that support a state’s decisions and actions.

C. National Integration

National integration is the awareness of a common iden-
tity amongst the citizens of a country. It means that though
we belong to different castes, religions and regions and
speak different languages we recognize the fact that we are
all one. This kind of integration is very important in the
building of a strong and prosperous nation.

D. Swami Vivekananda's Views On Nation

Swami Vivekananda's importance lies in the fact that
he was the first who conceptualized and theorized in clearest
terms the Eastern concept of nation / nationalism based
on religion / spirituality and championed its superiority
over the Western notion of political nation. Vivekananda
was “one of the great founders of the national modern
movement of India”

Vivekananda, believed in India’s spiritual superiority
and mission to the materialistic West. He laid the founda-
tion stone of religious theory of nationalism, which is also
known as Vedantic nationalism, in India. According to
Vivekananda, each nation has at least one unifying prin-
ciple. India’s is religion deepest religious and moral urges of
the people, rather than political ideal, would be the basis of
India as a nation. The spiritual past of India would act as
the unifying force in building up the nation and would be
a gift of India to the West. Spirituality or religion had no
orthodox or narrow implication to Vivekananda. By these,
he meant eternal human values and moral and spiritual
advancement. Vivekananda considered the Vedanta as the
greatest treasure-house of rational explanations for forging
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a modern nation. References may be made to its teachings
of faith in oneself, of oneness of all living beings, of the
divinity of man, of disinterested action, of tolerance, etc.
This concept of Vedantic nationalism is to be regarded as
Vivekananda unique and alternative theory. Vivekananda
insisted on reclaiming the pristine glory or rich heritage of
the past, religion / spirituality in the case of India, for cre-
ating national consciousness.

Vivekananda, though not politically, redefined the word
“freedom” and gave an altogether new connotation to it.
He believed in multiple layers of human existence. Accord-
ingly, “freedom” had a larger meaning to him. It stood for
physical, mental, moral, intellectual and spiritual freedom.
He condemned weakness and tried all through his life to
inculcate fearlessness and strength in his fellow country-
men. Though he consciously avoided the then politics
against the British imperialism, these attempts of
Vivekananda may be considered as his protest against cul-
tural and psychological colonization. Thus, he obliquely
formulated the theory of anti-colonial resistance. The reli-
gion that does not infuse strength into the heart, is no re-
ligion to him, be it of the Upanishads, the Gita, or the
Bhagvatam. Strength is greater than religion and nothing is
greater than strength. He wanted to make Hinduism ag-
gressive and build characters by cultivating the spirit of lions
in them. Vivekananda opined, “strength must come to the
nation through education” . He wanted to build character
through education. Though the nation is a collective iden-
tity, he gave sole importance on the constituent individuals
as the character of the later would determine the nature
and fate of the nation. Vivekananda identified two great
1deals of Indian civilization, 1. e. service to man and eman-
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cipation / salvation for the individual, as the moral foun-
dations of national comradeship which an individual must
learn and imbibe with utmost sincerity. Hence, he made a
passionate call to all Indians, particularly the youth of In-
dia, in the following manner which is popularly known as
his Swadesh Mantra:Vivekananda dreamt of a classless and
casteless Indian nation and propagated the theory of a so-
ciety / community of “an Islamic body with Vedantic
brains” . He welcomed Western science and technology to
eradicate poverty, hunger from society and save the starv-
ing masses. The Indian way of life badly needed material-
istic support of the West while the latter needed the spiri-
tual values from the East. This inter-dependence and co-
ordination between the Orient and the Occident was largely
popularized by Vivekananda for the true development of
mankind in general. This science-religion nexus may be con-
sidered as a unique contribution of Vivekananda to the
process of nation-building. Vivekananda, however, did not
believe in centre / periphery binary as he liked multi-racial
and multi-religious conglomeration, as he looked forward
to a nation upholding “unity in diversity”. He was the true
embodiment of tolerance, freedom and strength, service and
renunciation. There is no denying the fact that he has had
an irresistible impact on the later generations of national-
ists, politicians and citizens before and after India’s inde-
pendence.

To the present-day citizens, secularism is akin to anti-
religion and something far from Vedanta. And so
Vivekananda does not come within the purview of the
discussion on political nationalism. He is irrelevant to the
modern form of governance and process of nation-build-
ing. But the paradox lies in the fact that Vivekananda idea
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of religion / spirituality is secular, all-embracing, rational
and more modern than the modern concept of political
nation itself. Vivekananda avoided politics and state power
for being a sanyasin but believed in a political organization
as a must for a nation.

E. Swami Vivekananda's Prophets of the Indian
Nationalism

Swami Vivekananda is considered as one of the proph-
ets of the Indian nationalism because he tried to awaken
Indian people who were lying in deep slumber. He wanted
to see the emergence of a strong and self confident India
which would give the message of the Vedanta to the world.
He strongly believed that the Indians should be proud of
their rosy history, tradition, culture and religion and
should try their level best to reform them. The awaken-
ing of the spirit of India was the goal for young people.
Hence he advised them to ‘arise, awake and stop not till
the goal is reached’ Vivekananda believed that there is one
all dominating principle manifesting itself in the life of each
nation. According to him, religion had been the guiding
principle in India’s history. He maintained thus: In each
nation as in music there is main note, a central theme,
upon which all others turn. Each nation has a theme: ev-
erything else is secondary. India’s theme is religion. Social
reform and everything else are secondary’. He worked to
build the foundations of a religious theory of nationalism
which was later advocated by Bipin Chandra Pal and
Aurobindo Ghosh.Vivekananda was the passionate ad-
vocate of the religious theory of nationalism because re-
ligion, according to him, had to be made the backbone of
the national life. He believed that the future greatness of
the nation could be built only on the foundations of its
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past greatness.

Vivekananda was highly critical of the British rule in
India because he held that due to their rule Indians lost con-
fidence, famine engulfed the land, farmers and artisans’ were
reduced to poverty and deprived. The British government,
East India Company etc., were exploiting Indian sin all
spheres of socio- economic activity. Due to discriminatory
and exploitative economic policies of the British govern-
ment, Indian’s could not develop their natural resources
and raw materials. According to Vivekananda, the national
regeneration of India would begin when people became
fearless and started demanding their rights. He asked the
Indians to develop solidarity and oneness of the spirit by
the eradication of social evils, superstitions and evils of caste
system. He was of the opinion that the evils of caste sys-
tem. He was of the opinion that the evils of caste system
divided the Indian society into classes and created the feel-
ing of inferiority and superiority among them. As a prophet
of Indian nationalism, Vivekananda held that though there
was a variety for, languages, cultures and religions in India,
there existed a common ground between Indian people. For
the Indians religion was unifying force as the spirituality
was Blood in the life of India. Vivekananda was an ardent
patriot and had tremendous love for the country. He was
the embodiment of emotional patriotism. He had estab-
lished almost a sense of identity- consciousness with the
country, its peoples and its historic ideals’. According to
him, it was the duty of the educated Indians to make its
knowledge available to the people in their oneness and
solidarity. He exhorted Indians not to get involved in the
divisive issue of race and language and imbibe the spirit of
unity. He said that Hindus should not blame Muslims for
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their numerous invasions because the Muslim conquest
came as a salvation to the downtrodden masses in India.
National unity, according to him, could not be fostered by
caste conflict but it would be secured by raising the lower
to the level of higher classes and not by bringing the upper
to the lower level. For the growth of national spirit in In-
dia, independence of mind was necessary. Indians should
be proud of their motherland and declare that all Indians,
despite their caste, linguistic and religious differences, are
brothers.

The main component of Vivekananda concept of na-
tionalism is as follows.

» Therewas unity and oneness of the Indian people despite
their out ward diversity.

> Itwasnecessary toremovetheevilsof castesysteminorder
toincul catethespirit of social solidarity.

» Therewassmilarity intheteachingsof different religionsand
Indiacons sted of alreligiouscommunities.

» Nationa spiritinIndiacould bedevel oped by young people
by devotingtheir lifetosocid serviceand nationa awakening.

E  Swami Vivekananda Views on National Integration

Swami Vivekananda was a man of versatile genius. The
world found in him a patriot saint, a lover of art and archi-
tecture, a classical singer, a commanding orator of great
charm, a visionary, a philosopher and above all a worship-
per of humanity. Being a man of spiritual order he travelled
all over India and was moved at the pitiable condition of
India of his time. Through his all round effort he tried to
find out the causes of India’s degradation and to overcome
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them. He realized that the main cause of India’s degrada-
tion lay in theneglect of the masses. Through his writings,
lectures and works Vivekananda seeks to develop a sense
of oneness among all, the oneness which is the only reas-
suring principle of India for her stability and progress. As
an ‘Advaitin’ Swami Vivekananda believes in the inner unity
or one-ness of all human beings and tried to awaken the
dormant spirit of each individual. He addressed man as the
glorious children of immortality. He had firm conviction
that India is full of endless spiritual potentialities and that
these potentialities could not be actualized if man does not
know himself, does not grow fearlessly having faith in his
fellow beings. In his ‘Practical Vedanta’ Vivekananda pro-
vided a very powerful basis for awakening of the masses of
Indian society. With the Upanishad he declared, “Arise!
Awake! And stop not until the goal is reached”. We will
then certainly cross the path, sharp as it is like the razor,
and long and distant and difficult though it be. What he
wanted in every individual human being is his character to
be built upon firm determination and good will for others.

Vivekananda's compassionate heart bled for the In-
dian people. In a remarkable letter to the Maharaja of
Mysore he made an appeal, “The one thing that is at the
root of all evils inIndia is the condition of the poor. The
poor in the West are devils, compared to them ours are
angels and it is therefore so much easier to raise the poor,
the only service to be done for our lower classes are to
give them education, to develop their lost individuality.”
He realized that the root cause of all evils is selfishness
tending towards exploitation. Thus the poor is exploited
by the rich; the illiterate is exploited by the learned, physi-
cally weak is exploited by the physically strong and soon.
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He wanted to eliminate all these basic evils of society and
to develop a sense of unity and integrity among them.
Hebelieved that all evils may be conquered by love, which
is the real, living force of mankind. He proclaimed, “India
will be raised, not with the power of the flesh but with the
power of the spirits; not with the flag of destruction, but
with the flag of peace and love.” It is the power of love
which prompts us to do actions which are morally good,
universally accepted and conducive to the welfare of the
society. Vivekananda held that all distinctions and sepa-
rateness are illusory and unreal, and therefore unjust.
Swami Vivekananda worked for awakening of the masses,
the development of their physical and moral strength and
creating in them a consciousness of the pride in the an-
cient glory and greatness of India. It is for this reason that
he is hailed as one of the great architect of modern nation-
alism in India.

Vivekananda was an apostle of national unity and com-
munal harmony. In his own words, “One atom in this
universe cannot move without breaking the whole world
along with it. There cannot be any progress without the
whole world following in the wake and it is becoming
everyday clearer that the solution of any problem can never
be attained on racial or national or narrow grounds. Every
idea has to become broad till it covers the whole of the
world. Every aspiration must go on increasing till it has
engulfed the whole of humanity, nay, the whole of life,
within its scope”. It is to be remembered that Swami
Vivekananda never entertained narrow nationalism; rather
he embraced all nations, great or small. He had a catholic
and tolerant mind to discover fundamental unity behind all
nations of the world. As Nehru said, “His was a kind of
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nationalism which automatically slipped into Indian nation-
alism which was a part of Internationalism”.

Vivekananda foresaw the problems we are facing at the
present world. For the solution of all problems he gave stress
on man making. It was Sri Ramakrishna, the Master who
taught Vivekananda to serve people. As a result
Vivekananda, even after realizing the highest spiritual Truth,
walk around the country, meet people,the rich and the poor
and make people conscious about their inherent unity.

As a preacher of Vedantic view of equality
Vivekananda wanted total abolition of the cruel and un-
just social customs due to misinterpretation of the real
caste system. He said that the solution of our national
problem does not lie in bringing down the higher, but
raising the lower up to the level of the higher.
Vivekananda’s idea of integrating the whole nation is not
just a geographical or political integration, not even an
emotional or sentimental integration, not even an integra-
tion based upon the feeling that we are Indians, but it is
a spiritual integration based upon the awakening of the
inner Spirit which is dormant in ordinary human being.
He said that a nation can be integrated by upholding the
national ideals. In his own words, The national ideals of
Indiaare RENUNCIATION and SERVICE. Intensify her
in those channels and the rest will take care of itself”. The
message of Vivekananda is of immense value for social
progress, international understanding and world peace. It
has been rightly observed: In Swami Vivekananda the past
and future of India fused in an ideal way and he shines as
the symbol of integrated India for centuries to come.

Conclusion
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Swami Vivekananda was a great nationalist of India who
wanted to revitalise the nation through the vitality of reli-
gion. He believed that religion constituted the ‘centre, the
keynote of the whole of music of national life of India. He
is regarded as the patriot and prophet of modern India. It
was due to his message of courage and fearlessness that he
was described as ‘tamer of souls ‘and ‘cyclonic monk from
India’.

Vivekananda’s nationalism had no narrowness or ex-
clusiveness in it. Though intense was his love for his
country, yet his love was not confined to his country
alone. There was nothing chauvinistic about his patrio-
tism. His heart was large enough to take within its
embrace the whole of humanity. His ultimate ideal was
internationalism and brotherhood of man. He was sure
that unless India gains freedom there cannot be any
welfare of the Indians.
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Swami Vivekananda’s Educational
Proposal in Present Context
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The 19 century India produced a galaxy of great men
who have enriched our national life by their talent and per-
sonality. Swami Vivekananda was one of them.
Vivekananda believed in essential unity of man and God.
He was an eclectic educationalist too. He tried to unite
Indian spirituality and western materialism. He desired
happy mingling or fusion of the two. He also wanted to
unite Para Vidya and Apara Vidya. He was revolutionary
in the field of education and touched every aspect of it. His
ideas on various aspects of education are more relevant and
are needed more today than probably during his life time.
Although Vivekananda did not write a book on education,
he contributed valuable thoughts on the subject of educa-
tion that are relevant and viable today. He had firm moor-
ings in oriental culture, yet he had the broadness to wel-
come all that is worth borrowing from the west (Ghosal,
2012). No wonder that today, over a century after his death,
we still try to enrich ourselves with the gems of
Vivekananda’s thoughts on education. If we attentively
study the writings and lectures of Vivekananda, we will find
that his views on education are products of original reflec-
tion. Let us discuss the different aspects of Vivekananda’s
scheme of Education.

Defining Education

Swamiji who describes religion as ‘the manifestation of
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the divinity already in man’ defines education as ‘the mani-
festation of the perfection already in man’. ‘Manifestation’
implies that something already exists andis waiting to be
expressed. The main focus in learning is to make the hid-
den ability of a learner manifest. ‘Already in man’. This
refers to a human being’s potential, which is the range of
the abilities and talents, known or unknown that is born
with. ‘perfection’ in the Swami’s definition of education is
also very significant. The Greek word ‘teleics’ translated as
‘perfect’, and suggests the idea of attaining a goal or an end.
The English word ‘perfect’ implies completion, or some-
thing being made whole.

Thus, according to Vivekananda, education is the dis-
covery of the inner self i.e. self revelation. It is not an
imposition on the individual of certain borrowed ideas from
the external sources, but a natural process of enfoldment
of all the inherent powers which lie in dormant condition
in an individual. Education is development from within.
His thoughts on education ought to be seriously re-exam-
ined today.

The Objectives of Education

The ultimate goal of all educational effort is to strive
towards character development characterized by the devel-
opment of will-power, leading to courage, stamina and fear-
lessness. Through education the individual should develop
adaptability and able to meet the challenge of a changing
society, and this can be able through education and train-
ing that he or she receives from his parents and teachers.
Education should lead to a feeling of brotherhood and the
unity of mankind. According to Swami Vivekananda, work
is worship, so to serve the masses is to serve God, so edu-
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cation should lead us to recognize this and to fulfil this end.
Education should lead us to acquire the spirit of renuncia-
tion.

Method of Teaching

Vivekananda’s method of education resembles the heu-
ristic method of the modern educationists. In this system,
the teacher invokes the spirit of inquiry in the pupil who
is supposed to find out things for himself under the bias-
free guidance of the teacher. Anticipating the much ac-
claimed modern, student- centred method of learning where
the teacher plays the role of a facilitator, Vivekananda asks
the teacher to come down to the level of the learner and
‘give him a push upwards’. So there should be least inter-
vention and the ideal teacher should consciously under-
teach so that the learners get ample scope for learning them-
selves : ‘No one can teach anybody. The teacher spoils
everything by thinking that he is teacher’. Unfortunately
todays teachers and administrators are not enthusiastic
enough to execute in the class room the psychological
methods of teaching as suggested by experts.

Role of Teacher

It is true that today’s education does not produce prop-
erly developed personalities having faith, hope, confidence,
motivating power, balanced outlook on life, conscious of
their rights as well as their duties. The reason does not lie
with the youth or with their mind as such as but with the
agencies responsible for moulding a person’s character-
parents, teachers, social conditions in which he/she grows,
and the system of education to which we trust his/ her
future. Our schools and universities still continue to be
merely examining bodies turning out mechanically every
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year in huge numbers men and women destitute in faith
and poor in culture - in the knowledge of our ancient lit-
erature, arts unable to think originally , incapable of stand-
ing on their own feet, and virtually untouched by religion
which Swami Vivekananda regarded “the innermost core
of education”. The teacher should share with the student
the conviction that they are both truly one in Spirit - at the
same time cultivating in the student a feeling of dignity and
self-respect”. As Vivekananda said “The only true teacher
is he who can immediatelycome down to the level of the
student, and transfer his soul to the student’s soul and see
through the student’s eyes and hear through his ears and
understand through his mind. Such a teacher can really teach
and none else”.

Women’s Education

Vivekananda explains the point about how female illit-
eracy retards the progress of a society : ‘It is not possible
for a bird to fly on only one wing’ . The main objective of
female education is to make them strong, fear-less and
conscious of their chastity and dignity.

Medium of Instruction

As regards to medium of instruction, Vivekananda
strongly advocated for mother-tongue. He a true national-
ist, and a champion of national education argued instruc-
tion through mother-tongue. He visualized to Indianise
Indian education. He also wanted to spread mass education
through mother-tongue so that it will reach to everyone.
But as today it is the era of globalisation where whole world
is one so it is the need of time to consider the english lan-
guage as mother tounge of world and as important as
individual’s mother tounge.
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Conclusion

The exposition and analysis of Vivekananda’a scheme
of education brings light its constructive, practical and com-
prehensive character. Vedantic concept of education might
offer a solution to the crisis of the Indian Education.What
the child gets in the name of education in the purely aca-
demic atmosphere in our schools is an incomplete view of
life, which does not enable him to face boldly and com-
pletely every problem of his life in the competitive society.
Education in the Vedantic sense promotes the unity of
mankind at both the national and international levels.
Education system for its proper functioning demands re-
sponsibility equally from the teachers, students and guard-
ians and it must be discharged in the best interests of the
country.
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Swami Vivekananda :
Philosophy of Education

Dr. Sohan Singh Deepak Singh
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The view of Swami Vivekananda about the education
is not information of knowledge which is inserted or
thought by force into the mind of a child. In their own
words, “education is the manifestations of perfection already
havereached to a man”. He also describes that the libraries
could be the greatest saints of the world for all of us and
encyclopedias have also become seers and rishis. Concept
of education of Swami Vivekanandawas that, “It is the
manifestation of the perfection already in man.” He fur-
ther also said that the education is not of getting large amount
of information; but it would be an undigested material of
our developed brain. The good qualitative education must
have the life building, man-making, character building, and
assimilation of ideas. This would help to us to equip our-
selves for the struggle of our life.

Philosophy of Swami Vivekananda About The Life

The main essence of the philosophy of life is to become
the fearless through our struggle and serve the humanity
with peace to other. He wants to make an individual with-
out any type of fear from all enemies, try to face all the
challenges confidently without any suppression. By syn-
thesizing the idealistic philosophy of the west community
and creative philosophy of the archaic Hindu Dharma, he
got a glory and greatness to the Hindu way of living in the
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world.
Philosophy of Swami Vivekananda About Education

The education according to Swami Vivekananda is that
which prepares us for all struggles for the existence in this
scenario. Education prepares us for the social service, to
develop our character. For getting only a degree is not an
education, the proper and right education must be viewed
on the basis of the character, confidence mental powers,
intelligence, and intellectual power and inculcate Self-con-
fidence and self-reliance in the individuals. Swamiji has also
emphasized that the knowledge which we gets from worldly,
by writing or spiritual lies embedded in the human mind.
It was also covered with a veil of darkness and ignorance.
Education is an important tool to open from the darkness
and ignorance, after getting of education, the knowledge
will shines out dazzlingly. The teaching and learning are
the one way of process. The teacher only guides, suggests,
points out and helps the student. Self learning and self getting
knowledge is the real education. Our teacher only moti-
vates and encourages the students to find out the hidden
treasure of knowledge that lies dormant within us. He con-
demned and refused the bookish learning and rote memory
education

Swami Vivekananda — Real Meaning of Education

According to Vivekananda, the meaning for education
is love. Love and character making are the best means for
education. Love is a good inspiration in character making.
Love in the minds of the educator is the real source of the
influence upon the educated. The real education, gives the
growth and opportunity to expand the personality. Swami
ji wanted that the real education for total human develop-
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ment was the main vision. “Character, efficiency, accuracy
and humanism must be the aim of all education.
Vivekananda strongly pleaded that development of charac-
ter through the service of his fellowmen, the utilization of
his talents for ensuring the happiness and welfare of the
millions of his less fortunate fellow-citizens should be the
aim of the education.” The child should be taught through
by love, it makes fellow feelings and love for human be-
ings. Education must help the individual to recognize his
cultural heritage and to use it in his struggle of life. Educa-
tion is a life-long process towards the fullest development
of human personality, self-discovery, self-perfection, self-
awareness and self-manifestation.

Swami Vivekananda —Real Aim of Education

Swami Vivekananda wanted all-round the development
of real education to our heart and mind, to strengthen the
strong character and consciousness, to help in the cultiva-
tion of strengthens and energy, nurture the mind and intel-
lect the feelings of kindness, empathy and sympathy. He
has said very emphatically: “We want that education by
which character is formed, strength of mind is increased,
the intellect is expanded and by which one or more can
stand on ones/their own feet. What we truly need is to
study, independent of foreign control, different branches
of the knowledge that is our own and with it the English
language and Western science; we need technical education
also and all else that will develop the huge industries. So
that men, instead of seeking for service, they may earn
enough to provide for them and save against a rainy day.
The end of all education, all training, must be man-making.
The real training, through which the current expression
will brought under control and become fruitful, is called
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education. What our country wants are muscles of iron
and a nerve of steel, gigantic wills which nothing can re-
sists., which can penetrate into the mysteries and secrets of
the universe and will accomplish their purpose in any fash-
ion, even if it means going down to the bottom of the ocean,
meeting death face to face. It is a man-making religion that
we want. It is man-making theories that we want. It is man-
making education all round that we want.”

Swami Vivekananda's - View on Education

View on education of Swami Vivekananda deals
withmoral&education of religion, physical education and,
medium of education, women education and education for
each & every sections of society in our country.

1. EDUCATION AND RELIGION: Swami Vivekananda
has said, “Our religion is the most innermost core of
education. I do not mean my own or anyone else opin-
ion about religion. Religion is as the rice and everything
else, like the curries. Taking only curries causes indiges-
tion and so is the case with taking rice alone.” There-
fore, education of religion is a main part of a curricu-
lum. Swami Vivekananda considered MadbhagwatGita,
Upanishads and all the Vedas are the most important
curriculum for religious education. For him, a religion
is a self realization. It is not only an individual’s devel-
opment but also for the transformation of totality of a
man. The real religion will not be limited to a particular
place of time. He has advocated for the unity of world
religion. He also has realized real truth while practicing
of the religion. The truth is our main power, where
untruth is our weakness. Where our knowledge is our
truth, thereour ignorance is our untruth. Thus the real
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truth increases our mental &power, courage and en-
ergy. It is light giving, therefore, necessary for the indi-
vidual as well as collective welfare. In the Vivekananda’s
point of view, religion and ethics are one and the same.

2. MEDIUM OF EDUCATION: In this worldLike Sh.
Rabindranath Tagore and Sh. Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi, Swami Vivekananda has also emphasized the
education through the mother tongue. Besides this, there
must be a common acceptable language which is very
necessary to keep the country united in all over the
world. Swami Vivekananda has appreciated the great-
ness of our Sanskrit that it is the only source of all Indian
languages; with the absence of this knowledge, it will
not be possible to understand our Indian culture. It is
like a store or a house of archaic heritage, to develop
our society it is necessary that all of us should know
this language, besides the knowledge of our mother
tongue.

3. PHYSICAL EDUCATION: As we all know that with-
out the knowledge of physical education, our self-real-
ization or strong character building is not possible. We
must know how to make our body strong through
physical education, to attain a complete education, it is
almost very necessary to develop both the body and
the mind. In particular, Swami Vivekananda has stressed
the kind value of physical education in curriculum. He
has also said, “You will be nearer to Heaven through
football than through the study of Gita. You will un-
derstand Gita better by your biceps, your muscles a
little stronger. You will understand the Upanishads
better and the glary of the Atman, when your body
stands firm on your feet and you feel yourself as man.”
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MAN MAKING EDUCATION: Another view of edu-
cational philosophy of Swami Vivekananda is a harmo-
nious deduction between the archaic Indian ideals and
modern Western beliefs. He did not only stress on the
mental,physical, moral, spiritual and vocational devel-
opment of a child but also he has advocated the women
education as well as education of the masses. The essen-
tial characteristics of his educational philosophy of
Swami Vivekananda are idealism, naturalism and prag-
matism. In a naturalistic view points, he emphasized that
real education is possible only through nature and
natural propensities.

SELF EDUCATION: In fact Self education is only the
self knowledge. That is, of only our own self is the good
guide in all the struggle of our life. If we take an ex-
ample, at the childhood stage, the child will face lot of
problems or commit mistakes in the process of charac-
ter formation in his life. The child will also learn very
much by his mistakes. All the errors are the stepping
stones to our progress in our character. This progress
will need more and more courage. The strong will also
isthe sign of great character will makes men great, which
is also needed.

WOMEN EDUCATION: In our world women educa-
tion is not in the hands of other people, the powers are
in the women only. Swami Vivekananda has also con-
sidered that each woman to be the incarnation of boost
power and asked men to respect them in each &every
place. He has rightly pointed out that unless Indian
women own secure a respectable place in this country,
other people can never march forward to them. The
important features of Swami Ji’s scheme of woman edu-
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cation are to make them stronger, more fear-less, and
more conscious of their chastity and dignity. He also
insists that men and women are equally competent not
only in the academic matters, but also must have equal
companion in the home, office, schools, colleges and
family. Vivekananda being a keen observer could make
the difference in perception about the status of women
in the West and in rest of India.

7. EDUCATION FOREACH & EVERY SECTION OF
SOCIETY: Swami Vivekananda has advocated for the
universal education so that the backward people in our
country may fall in with others. To uplift the backward
classes he/she chooses an education as a very powerful
instrument for their life process in the society. Thus
the education must spread to every household in the
country, to factories, playing grounds and agricultural
fields. If our children do not come to the school the
teacher must reach them. Three or fourwell educated
men should team up, collect all the data of education
and must go to the village to impart the education to
our children. Thus, Swami Vivekananda hasfavoredan
education for different type of sections of oursociety,
poor and rich, young and old, male and female.

CONCLUSION

Now with the analysis of philosophy about educationof
Swami Vivekananda, the uplift of people is possible only
through real education. In this paper, all views about edu-
cation bring a light of its constructive and comprehensive
character. By only giving the real education, Swami ji al-
ways tried to materialize the moral and spiritual and wel-
fare of our society and uplift of being humanity, irrespec-
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tive of our caste system, our nationality or the time. By
this way, we could get the strong and a good nation with
peace and harmony and without caste system and creed.
Swami Vivekananda builds a strong nation for our sake as
already I have tried to tell this thing in this paper very con-
cretely and concisely through my effort.
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Teachings of Swami Vivekananda
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Swami Vivekananda, absolutely the gem among Indian
scholars, was born in an affluent family in Kolkata on 12
January 1863. In his pre-monastic life as Narendranath
Datta, a precocious boy, excelled in music, gymnastics and
studies His father,Vishwanath Datta, was a successful law-
yer with interests in a wide range of subjects, and his mother,
Bhuvaneshwari Devi, was endowed with deep devotion,
and strong character. Narendranth Datta graduated from
Calcutta University, with a vast knowledge of Western
philosophy and history.

Before entering the monastic life Swami Vivekananda
explored India. During his travels all over India, he was
deeply moved to see the appalling poverty and backward-
ness of the masses. He was the first religious leader in India
to understand and openly declare that the real cause of
India's downfall was the neglect of the masses. Without
providing adequate food and other bare necessities of life
to the hungry millions, neither India can become a power
in international arena nor its spiritual superiority can be
restored. Unfortunately, the contemporary social reform-
ers could not visualize the poverty as the mother of all socio-
economic problems. For this they should be taught im-
proved methods of agriculture, village industries, etc. It was
in this context that Vivekananda grasped the crux of the
problem of poverty in India. Owing to centuries of op-
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pression , the downtrodden masses had lost faith in their
capacity to improve their lot. It was first of all necessary to
infuse into their minds faith in themselves. For this they
needed a life-giving, inspiring message. Swamiji found this
message in the principle of the Atman, the doctrine of the
potential divinity of the soul, taught in Vedanta, the an-
cient system of religious philosophy of India. He saw that,
in spite of poverty, the masses clung to religion, but they
had never been taught the life-giving, ennobling principles
ofVedanta and how to apply them in practical life.

According to Swami Vivekananda, the masses needed
two kinds of knowledge: (i) Secular knowledge to improve
their economic condition, and (ii) Spiritual knowledge to
infuse in them faith in themselves and strengthen their moral
sense. The next question was , how to spread these two
kinds of knowledge among the masses? Through education
this was the answer that Swamiji found.

It was when these ideas were taking shape in his mind
in the course of his wanderings Swami Vivekananda heard
participated in the World's Parliament of Religions held in
Chicago in 1893. The Parliament provided the right forum
to present Swami Ramkrishna's message to the world.

Swami Vivekananda wanted to have an inner attitude
and divine call regarding his mission. Both of these he got
while he sat in deep meditation on the rock-island at
Kanyakumari. With the funds partly collected by his
Chennai disciples and partly provided by the Raja of Khetri,

The Parliament of Religions and After

His speeches at the World's Parliament of Religions
made him famous as an 'orator by divine right' and as a
'"Messenger of Indian wisdom to the Western world'. After
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the Parliament, he spent nearly three and a half years spread-
ing Vedanta as lived and taught by Sri Ramakrishna, mostly
in the eastern parts of USA and also in London.

Awakening His Countrymen

He returned to India in January 1897. After returning
from United States Swami Vivekananda delivered a series
of lectures in different parts of India, which created a great
stir all over the country. Through these inspiring and pro-
foundly significant lectures Swamiji attempted to do the
following:

® to rouse the religious consciousness of the people and
create in them pride in their cultural heritage;

® 0 bring about unification of Hinduism by pointing out
the common bases of its sects;

® to focus the attention of educated people on the plight
of the downtrodden masses, and to expound his plan
for their uplift by the application of the principles of
Practical Vedanta.

Founding of Ramakrishna Mission

Soon after his return to Calcutta, Swami Vivekananda
founded onl May 1897 Ramakrishna Mission, in which
monks and lay people jointly undertook propagation of
Practical Vedanta, and various forms of social service, such
as running hospitals, schools, colleges, hostels, rural devel-
opment centers etc, and conducting massive relief and re-
habilitation work for victims of earthquakes, cyclones and
other calamities, in different parts of India and other coun-
tries.

It is worth mentioning here that many western people,
common man and intellectuals, were influenced by Swami
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Vivekananda's life and messages. Some of them became his
disciples or devoted friends. Among them the names of Mar-
garet Noble (later known as Sister Nivedita), Captain and
Mrs Sevier, Josephine McLeod and Sara Ole Bull, deserve
special mention. Nivedita dedicated her life to educating girls
in Calcutta.

In June 1899 he went to the West on a second visit.
This time he spent most of his time in the West coast of
USA. After delivering many lectures there, he returned to
Belur Math in December 1900. The rest of his life was spent
in India, inspiring and guiding people, both monastic and
lay. Incessant work, especially giving lectures and inspiring
people, told upon Swamiji's health. His health deteriorated
and the end came quietly on the night of 4 July 1902. Before
his Mahasamadhi he had written to a Western follower: “It
may be that I shall find it good to get outside my body, to
cast it off like a worn out garment. But I shall not cease to
work. I'shall inspire men everywhere until the whole world
shall know that it is one with God.”

Swami Vivekananda's teaching

1. Love Is The Law Of Life:All love is expansion, all self-
ishness is contraction. Love is therefore the only law of
life. He who loveslives, he who is selfish is dying. There-
fore, love for love's sake, because it is law of life, just
as one breathe to live.

2. It's our Outlook That Matters: It is our own mental
attitude, which makes the world what it is for us. Our
thoughts make things beautiful, our thoughts make
things ugly.The whole world is in our own minds. Learn
to see things in the proper light.

3. Life is Beautiful: First, believe in this world - that there

Rel e of Swami Vivel 1da's Thoughts in Today's Perspective ISBN : 978-93-80216-07-2



NATIONAL SEMINAR 111

is meaning behind everything. Everything in the world
is good, is holy and beautiful. If you see something evil,
think that you do not understand it in the right light.
Throw the burden on yourselves!

4. It's The Way You Feel: Feel like Christ and you will be
a Christ; feel like Budha and you will be a Budha. It is
feeling that is the life, the strength, the vitality, without
which no amount of intellectual activity can reach God.

5. Set Yourself Free: The moment we realised God sitting
in the temple of every human body, the moment we
stand in reverence before every human being and see
God in him - that moment we are free from bondage,
everything that binds vanishes, and we are free. Unself-
ishness is God. One may live on a throne, in a golden
palace, and be perfectly unselfish; and then he is in God.
Another may live in a hut and wear rags, and have
nothing in the world; yet, if he is selfish, he is intensely
merged in the world.

Three things are necessary to make every man great,
every nation great:

1. Conviction of the powers of goodness.
2. Absence of jealousy and suspicion.
3. Helping all who are trying to be and do good.

Him Swami ji call a Mahatman (great soul) whose heart
bleeds for the poor, otherwise he is a Duratman (wicked
soul).

® So long as the millions live in hunger and ignorance,
Swami ji hold every man a traitor who, having been
educated at their expense, pays not the least heed to
them!
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Doing good to others is virtue (Dharma); injuring oth-
ers is sin.

Strength and manliness are virtue; weakness and cow-
ardice are sin.

Independence is virtue; dependence is sin.
Loving others is virtue; hating others is sin.

Faith in God and in one's own Self 1s virtue; doubt is
sin.

Knowledge of oneness is virtue; seeing diversity is sin

Don't Play the Blame Game: Condemn none: if you
can stretch out a helping hand, do so. If you cannot,
fold your hands, bless your brothers, and let them go
their own way.

Help Others: If money helps a man to do good to oth-
ers, it is of some value; but if not, it is simply a mass of
evil, and the sooner it is got rid of, the better.

Uphold Your Ideals: Our duty is to encourage every-
one in his struggle to live up to his own highest idea,
and strive at the same time to make the ideal as near as
possible to the Truth.If you really want to judge the
character of a man, look not at his great performances.
Every fool may become a hero at one time or another.
Watch a man do his most common actions; those are
indeed the things which will tell you the real character
of a great man. Great occasions rouse even the lowest
of human beings to some kind of greatness, but he alone
is the really great man whose character is great always,
the same wherever he be.

Education is the manifestation of the perfection already
in man.
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The more this power of concentration, the more knowl-
edge is acquired, because this is the one and only method
of acquiring knowledge. Even the lowest shoeblack, if
he gives more concentration, will black shoes better;
the cook with concentration will cook a meal all the
better. In making money, or in worshipping God, or in
doing anything, the stronger the power of concentra-
tion, the better will that thing be done.

How has all the knowledge in the world been gained
but by the concentration of the powers of the mind?
The world is ready to give up its secrets if we only know
how to knock, how to give it the necessary blow. The
strength and force of the blow come through concen-
tration.

To me the very essence of education is concentration
of mind, not the collecting of facts.

Along with the development of concentration we must
develop the power of detachment. We must learn not
only to attach the mind to one thing exclusively, but
also to detach it at a moment's notice and place it on
something else. These two should be developed to-
gether.

By doing well the duty which is nearest to us, the duty
which 1s in our hands now, we make ourselves stron-
ger; and improving our strength in this manner step by
step, we may even reach a state in which it shall be our
privilege to do the most coveted and honoured duties
in life and in society.

Doing is very good, but that comes from thinking. . .
Fill the brain, therefore, with high thoughts, highest
ideals, place them day and night before you, and out of
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11.

that will come great work.
We need to have three things;
(i) the heart to feel,

(i) the brain to conceive,
(1) the hand to work.

Live for an ideal, and that one ideal alone. Let it be so
great, so strong, that there may be nothing else left in
the mind; no place for anything else, no time for any-
thing else

Listen To Your Soul: You have to grow from the in-
side out. None can teach you, none can make you spiri-
tual. There is no other teacher but your own soul.

Be Yourself: The greatest religion is to be true to your
own nature. Have faith in yourselves!Faith, faith, faith
in ourselves, faith, faith in God this is the secret of great-
ness. If you have faith in all the three hundred and thirty
millions of your mythological gods, and in all the gods
which foreigners have now and again introduced into
your midst, and still have no faith in yourselves, there
is no salvation for you. Have faith in yourselves, and
stand up on that faith and be strong.He is an atheist
who does not believe in himself. The old religion said
that he was an atheist who did not believe in God. The
new religion says that he is the atheist who does not
believe in himself.Whatever you think, that you will
be. If you think yourselves weak, weak you will be; if
you think yourselves strong, strong you will be; if you
think yourselves impure, impure you will be; if you
think yourselves pure, pure you will be.

Nothing Is Impossible: Never think there is anything
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12.

impossible for the soul. It is the greatest heresy to think
so. If there is sin, this is the only sin - to say that you
are weak, or others are weak.

You Have the Power: All the powers in the universe
are already ours. It is we who have put our hands be-
fore our eyes and cry that it is dark.

The remedy for weakness is not brooding over weak-
ness, but thinking of strength. Teach men of the strength
that is already within them.

Go on! Do not look back if you think you have done
something that is not right. Now, do you believe you
could be what you are today, had you not made those
mistakes before? Bless your mistakes, then. They have
been angels unawares. Blessed be torture! Blessed be
happiness! Do not care what be your lot. Hold on to
the ideal. March on! Do not look back upon little mis-
takes and things.

It is our own mental attitude which makes the world
what it is for us. Our thoughts make things beautiful,
our thoughts make things ugly. The whole world is in
our own minds. Learn to see things in the proper light.

This world is the great gymnasium where we come to
make ourselves strong.

Do not fly away from the wheels of the world-machine,
but stand inside it and learn the secret of work. Through
proper work done inside, it is also possible to come
out.

Stand up, be bold, and take the blame on your own
shoulders. Do not go about throwing mud at others;
for all the faults you suffer from, you are the sole and
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only cause.

13. Learn Everyday: The goal of mankind is knowledge...
now this knowledge is inherent in man. No knowledge
comes from outside: it is all inside. What we say a man
'knows', should, in strict psychological language, be what
he 'discovers' or 'unveils'; what man 'learns' is really
what he discovers by taking the cover off his own soul,
which is a mine of infinite knowledge.

14. Be Truthful: Everything can be sacrificed for truth, but
truth cannot be sacrificed for anything.

15. Think Different: All differences in this world are of de-
gree, and not of kind, because oneness is the secret of
everything.

In the course of a short span of life (1863-1902),
Vivekananda's four classics: Jnana-Yoga, Bhakti-Yoga,
Karma-Yoga, and Raja-Yoga, all of which are outstanding
treatises on Hindu philosophy placed him in high repute.He
is regarded as one of the most outstanding scholar on
Vedanta. Vivekananda delivered innumerable lectures,
wrote inspired letters in his own hand to his many friends
and disciples, composed numerous poems, and acted as
spiritual guide to the many seekers, who came to him for
instruction. Swami Vivekananda once spoke of himself as
a "condensed India." His life and teachings are of inesti-
mable value to the West for an understanding of the mind
of Asia. William James, the Harvard philosopher, called the
Swami the "paragon of Vedantists." Max Muller and Paul
Deussen, the famous Orientalists of the nineteenth century,
held him in genuine respect and affection. According to
Romain Rolland, " His words, are great music, phrases in
the style of Beethoven, stirring rhythms like the march of
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Handel choruses. I cannot touch these sayings of his, scat-
tered as they are through the pages of books, at thirty years'
distance, without receiving a thrill through my body like
an electric shock. And what shocks, what transports, must
have been produced when in burning words they issued
from the lips of the hero!"
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Swami Vivekananda :
Relevance In Modern Age

Dr. Shalja
Asst. Prof., Political Science
G.D. College, Punwarka, Saharanpur

“.Fill the brain with high thoughts, highest ideals place them
day and night beforeyou and out of that will come great work.”

-Swami Vivekananda

Swami Vivekananda was not only a visionary, or a
monk but a nationalist and a reformer par excellence. Many
in our own country think that religion and mysticism and
social amelioration and political and economic reconstruc-
tion cannot unite and declare that the secular and spiritual
ideals are polar opposites. Such a notion has been respon-
sible for the gross misrepresentations of the spirit of Indian
philosophy, religion and culture, but the mystics, the saints
and the sages of India prove standing refutation of this gross
misconception. Swami Vivekananda created not only alofty
Advaita Vedantic Ideal under a order new religious know
as Ramkrishna Mission but founded a new epoch in the life
of the Indian people also on social, economic, and political
fronts in consistency with India’s past heritage and in har-
mony with the Western ideals. Swami Vivekananda is that
man who has understood the Ashwath tree” having its root
(One) above and branches (manifold) below and (which is)
avyaya (which will never perish) Srimand Bhagwat Geeta,
thorough study of his social and political ideals be made
particularly at a time when the younger generation feels
attracted to the Western ideals without looking to its own
treasures suitable to its own surroundings.
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Thoughts of Swami Vivekananda

At the crossroads of two epoch-making centuries, when
restless Europe was convulsing, on the one hand, under
the far-flung tentacles of the greedy, shameless imperialists
who were secretly conspiring to drag the world into a blood-
bath for the sake of redividing their spheres of influence,
colonies, markets, etc. and on the other hand, as a result of
the nefarious designs of the imperialists, the progressive
people—the thinking intelligentsia, the working class and
their allies—were preparing for a showdown with the exist-
ing masters of the society, when the thinking people of India
were searching for the correct path which the country
should follow in social, political and other matters,
Vivekananda appeared like a meteor and within a short
period of less than a decade of his public life not only
endeared himself to millions of his countrymen and thou-
sands of his admirers and followers in Europe and America,
not only dispelled the century-old slanderous notions about
India and Indians spread carefully and constantly by the
imperialists and their agents in various guises, but made ma-
jor contributions in many fields of human knowledge which
were of far-reaching consequence

Programme of National Regeneration

The programme for the national regeneration of India,
as propounded by Vivekananda, was not formulated all at
once, was not given out just in one speech or writing but
gradually crystallised and took shape in his speeches, talks
and articles......In his Madras speech Vivekananda said: “...1
have a message for the world which I will deliver without
fear, and without care for the future. To the reformers I
will point out that I am a greater reformer than any one of
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them. They want to reform only little bits. I want root and
branch reform.” Vivekananda was of the opinion that In-
dia should be saved by the Indians themselves. Swami
Vivekananda’s agenda for India consisted of the following:

(1) the need to raise the masses, give them opportuni-
ties for all-round development ‘without injuring their reli-
gion’; (2) the need to remove untouchability; (3) the need
for the well-to-do to assist the suffering millions; (4) the
need to give women opportunities for proper education
and self-improvement; (5) the need for the universal spread
of the right kind of education; (6) the need to cultivate the
material sciences; (7) the need for technological and indus-
trial development; and, above all, (8) the need to give free-
dom to society for its onward movement.”

Such a comprehensive programme articulated so clearly
and consistently, was SV’s long-lasting contribution to the
building of modern India. Before Gandhi, it was SV who
integrally combined personal spiritual practice with a larger
social responsibility, drawing the middle classes into the
larger national struggle.

Social And Political Thoughts

Swami Vivekananda is also interestingly a person whose
philosophy and reading of the conception of India , Hin-
duism and the people of India , is very much touched with
his experiences in the United States of Americaand the New
World, unlike most of India’s other political philosophers
like Mahatma Gandhi whose experience of the west came
from the British and or Britain. Swami Vivekananda is a
man in any ways engaged with the ideas which still haunt
us today . He is also a person who had traveled extensively
across the world , speaking about India . He is possibly the
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foremost person of his times who confronts the question
of caste , religion , minorityism , modernism , economics
and politics of India and he brought a refreshing viewpoint
to the same . He is articulate and very clear and with his
writings and sayings managed to set the agenda which is
still with us today as Nationalists.

Vivekananda is a radical traditionalist. His version and
interpretation of high religious philosophy was also marked
with a very specific political / economic outlook which
arose from his concern about the people of his country ,
or his co-religionists . His vision is still relevant and broadly
and startlingly still applicable in India today . Interestingly
his exploration of Hinduism and the condition of the people
of India leads him to two broad presumptions , one that
religion cannot be given on an empty stomach and two ,
the poor of India or as he would like to term the “sudra”
should be awakened . This has lead to attempts by social-
ists and communists to appropriate the legacy of Swami
Vivekananda. Vivekananda recognized clearly that for a
society to work in the long run , man had to be given the
opportunity to excel and make money ... and he has memo-
rably and famously equalized the Grihasta making money
with an anchorite ( sadhu) praying in his cell. He seems to
be the first person to have discovered the link with what is
today known in India “ caste is class” theory and also to
have seen that such was not a perfect formulation. His
vision of combining and reading caste and class together is
even by today’s standard extremely radical and innovative.

He is the originator of the word “Dalit”, a word to be
used for the pariahs, since it is a direct translation from the
word “suppressed” to describe the situation of the “pari-
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ahs” of his time. Interestingly he realized as well that the
only way to destroy the caste system in India was through
“free market”. Vivekananda is unique in that he is neither
in thrall of the past, nor is he willing to discard everything
from it . Gandhi himself realized that though Vivekananda
looked to the past for inspiration he did not want to rep-
licate the past. In that way he is the “middle path” between
Gandhi and Ambedkar ,and therefore reflective of the true
Indian mean in society .

Thoughts on Education

Swami Vivekananda believed education is the manifes-
tation of perfection already in men. He thought it a pity
that the existing system of education did not enable a per-
son to stand on his own feet, nor did it teach him self-con-
fidence and self-respect. To Vivekananda, education was
not only collection of information, but something more
meaningful; he felt education should be man-making, life
giving and character-building. To him education was an
assimilation of noble ideas. Swami Vivekananda compared
human mind with a monkey who is always restless and
incessantly active by his own nature. According to him an
uncontrolled mind leads to all the negativities in life and a
controlled mind saves us and frees us from such thoughts.
As modern education has lost much of its connection with
the values of human life. Vivekananda, in his scheme of
education, meticulously includes all those studies, which
are necessary for the all-around development of the body,
mind and soul of the individual. These studies can be brought
under the broad heads of physical culture, aesthetics, clas-
sics, language, religion, science and technology. According
to Swamiji, the culture values of the country should form
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an integral part of the curriculum of education. The cul-
ture of India has its roots in her spiritual values. The time-
tested values are to be imbibed in the thoughts and lives of
the students through the study of the classics like Ramayana,
Mahabharata, Gita, Vedas and Upanishads. This will keep
the perennial flow of our spiritual values into the world
culture.

Thoughts on Religion

Swami Vivekananda was a follower of Vedanta. To
Swami Vivekananda religion was not only talk or doctrine
or theory, to him religion was realization, as he said, “it is
being and becoming, not hearing or acknowledging; it is
the whole soul becoming changed into what it believes.”He
also felt religion is the gist of all worship is to be pure and
to do good to others . According to Vivekananda, an im-
portant teaching he received from Ramakrishna was that
Jiva is Shiva (each individual is divinity itself). So he stressed
on Shiva Jnane Jiva Seva, (to serve common people consid-
ering them as manifestation of God). According to
Vivekananda, man is potentially Divine, so, service to man
is indeed service to God. Swami Vivekananda gave a new
terminology of Religion which is in fact the most signifi-
cant contributions of Swami Vivekananda to the modern
world is his interpretation of religion as auniversal experi-
ence of transcendent Reality, common to alhumanity.
Swami Vivekananda told, we must not only tolerate other
religions, but positively embrace them, and that the truth
is the basis of all religions.Swami Vivekananda felt, the
greatest misfortune of the world is we do not tolerate and
accept other religions. In his lecture in Parliament of reli-
gions on September 15, 1893, he told a story of a frog who
lived in a well for along time, he was born there and brought
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up there and he used to think that nothing in the world can
be bigger that. Swami Vivekananda concluded the story-

“I am a Hindu. I am sitting in my own little well and
thinking that the whole world is my little well. The Chris-
tian sits in his little well and thinks the whole world is his
well. The Mohammedan sits in his little well and thinks that
1s the whole world”.

Swami Vivekananda told, we must not only tolerate
other religions, but positively embrace them, and that the
truth is the basis of all religion-

Thoughts on India’s Cultural History

There is no doubt that Swamiji took immense pride in
the India’s inheritance from the past. But he was totally
against the fact that almost everything that came from the
past was worth admiration. To him, India was a represen-
tation people, and people meant masses. Eradication of
poverty, removal of illiteracy, restitution of human dignity,
liberty from fear, availability of spiritual and secular knowl-
edge to all, irrespective of their class, caste, and ending of
all the monopolies, economic, religious, intellectual, cul-
tural and social- all these together made up a part of what
he got from his Vedantic Socialism or Vedanta. With his re-
interpretation of Vedanta, and is deep rooted concern for
the masses and their issues, Swami Vivekananda gave India
a new lease of life. He raised his voice against the feudal and
colonial oppression, and at the same time Swamiji looked
for answers regarding the India’s historical destinies, and
ways to transform it into strong, wealthy and independent
state. He always reiterated the fact that India could only be
built with the help of masses, small groups of energetic
patriots, brave and strong with “muscles of iron and nerves
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of steel and gigantic wills”.
Thoughts on womanhood

Swami Vivekananda warned it is completely unfair to
discriminate between sexes, as there is not any sex distinc-
tion in atman (soul), the soul has neither sex, nor caste nor
imperfection. He suggested not to think that there are men
and women, but only that there are human beings. Swami
Vivekananda felt, The best thermometer to the progress of
a nation is its treatment of its women. And it is impossible
to get back India’s lost pride and honor unless they try to
better the condition of women. Vivekananda considered
men and women as two wings of a bird, and it is not pos-
sible for a bird to fly on only one wing. So, according to
him, there is no chance for welfare of the world unless the
condition of woman is improved.

Swami Vivekananda noticed almost everywhere women
are treated as playthings. In modern countries like America,
women have more independence, still, Vivekananda had
noticed, men bow low, offer a woman a chair and in an-
other breath they offer compliments like “Oh, how beau-
tiful your eyes..” etc. Vivekananda felt, a man does not have
any right to do this or venture so far, and any woman should
not permit this as well. According to Swami Vivekananda
such things develop the less noble side of humanity. They
do not tend to noble ideals. According to Vivekananda, the
ideal of womanhood in India is motherhood - that marvel-
ous, unselfish, all-suffering, ever-forgiving mother.
Vivekananda felt, in India, there are two great evils - tram-
pling on the women, and grinding through the poor through
caste restrictions.

Relevance In Modern Age
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Vivekananda’s thought has been subject to many dif-
ferent interpretations. Over a century ago and long
before communications technology and capitalism pro-
moted the idea of a global village, India offered the world
a truly global citizen in Swami Vivekananda. He de-
clared that man’s quest for peace would remain incom-
plete so long as the West failed to acknowledge the
spiritual and civilisational advances made by India and
blend these thoughts with the ideas of modernity and
progress. Likewise, he advised his countrymen to pay
attention to national integration, cut through societal
hierarchies and meaningless rituals, pursue a path of
modernization alongside spiritual development. and bind
all citizens to the task of once again making Indiaa world
leader.

Vivekananda’s plan of action was not limited to the re-
ligious realm. He was equally sensitive to social and eco-
nomic 1ssues. In other words, Hindus should strive to-
wards a total transformation and inclusive growth. Caste
is omnipotent in Indian society but he discarded it
without any hesitation. He had observed the working
of the Brahmo Samaj and that experience seems to have
coloured his general attitude to all reform movements.
By the time Vivekananda came on the scene, except in
a few pockets like Kerala and Punjab, reformation had
lost its vitality. He believed that reform had already run
its course. By the last quarter of the 19th century, the
religious movements had almost vanished, even if popu-
lar religion was on the ascendant. To the Indian middle
class which formed the social base of these movements,
he had choicest epithets: “cursed by the wheels of divi-
sions, superstitious, without an iota of charity, hypo-
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critical, atheistic cowards,” etc. Such Socio-economic
changes produce a transient or temporary phase of
social confusion, unrest, and apprehension. It produces
stressful life style. When science and technology, inven-
tions and discoveries, and advances in knowledge (in-
cluding humanities -such as psychology and human
resource management) fail to answer questions pertain-
ing to declining moral and ethical values, widening gap
between the rich and the poor, failing economies, and
feeling of insecurity all around, one turns to something
else for finding peace and balance of mind. Religion
offers such a hope for most of us.

» Vivekananda’s ideas, which emphasized the distinction
between religion and spirituality and drew the attention
of man to the limitations of the former and the unlim-
ited powers of the latter, caught the imagination of the
world. As he straddled across North America and un-
dertook a whirlwind lecture tour, he became India’s
most prominent ambassador and opened the eyes of
the West to the fount of knowledge and the civilisational
treasures that lay across the seas in the East. Similarly,
he traveled across the length and breadth of India and
lectured incessantly on the ideas of modernity that
Indians would pick up from the West.

» We must have eyesight over the views of Vivekananda
in which he suggested that education should not be for
stuffing some facts into the brain, but should aim at
reforming the human mind. Swami Vivekananda’s teach-
ings were focused on various aspects of religion, educa-
tion, social issue, character building, etc.

» This is particularly so because inherited spiritual and
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religious cultures from ancient times guide us on the
path of both Abhyudaya (social and individual progress)
and Nishreyasa (path of renunciation) for human ful-
fillment. Today, human evolution has progressed to the
stage where we are prompted to look deeper into our
religious beliefs and spiritual understanding. In one’s
own religion or faith one is sure to find treasures of
higher truth; the truth of diversity held together by the
unifying substratum of wuniversal divinity.
Vivekananda’s thoughts caught the imagination of
people in diverse societies and cultures because of the
universality of his preaching and the exalted goals that
he set for man. Given the politics of his times and the
social and economic environment that prevailed in In-
dia and large parts of the world, Vivekananda was a true
revolutionary who was speaking ahead of his times. He
ignited the minds of millions of people in India and
outside because of his commitment to humanism, egali-
tarianism, equity, rational thinking and democratic val-
ues. He believed that a nation built on the bedrock of
education and equality, including gender equality, which
guaranteed a level playing field for all citizens, could
never be a laggard in the comity of nations. The base of
the national super structure should be a knowledge
society he said and the mantra of equality should com-
bine with spiritual strength and self belief. When this
happened, a strong and vibrant India would emerge and
this nation would once again be a global leader in the
market place of ideas.

The central idea in the life and teaching of Vivekananda
was religious universalism. In the eyes of those who
believed in universalism, there was no difference between
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the followers of different religions. All religions are uni-
versal — equal and true. Vivekananda, however, argued
that in Hinduism, universalism found ideal articulation.
And was hence a leader in spiritual matters. Equally im-
portant was his notion of social service for which he set
up the Ramakrishna Mission. The mission gave an
entirely new ambience to reform.

Conclusion

The search for the path Indian society should follow in
social, spiritual and political spheres is still going on along
with all its accompanying sufferings, agonies, despair, frus-
tration, hope and fear. In this context it would not be out
of place to humbly suggest: let us go back to Vivekananda,
assimilate a bit of his fire, sincerity of purpose, deep love
for the downtrodden have-nots, faith in their future and
readiness to accept the unknown new fearlessly. The
message of Vivekananda was really the message of modern
humanity. Commitment of Swami Vivekananda towards
universalism and tolerance, his active identification with hu-
manity as a whole. His philosophical and social thought
and epic patriotism not only inspired the growth of nation-
alist movement in India, but also made a great impact in
abroad. The practical aspects of these teachings reflect in
renunciation and service. This forms the twin ideal of Swami
Vivekananda’s emphasis for the modern man and woman
to strive for. Along with excellence and perfection in every
field of human endeavor one should keep these ideals be-
fore eyes, lest the person should miss the aim.
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Role of Swami Vivekananda in National

Awakening
Ajay Singh Dr. Yogendra Singh
Research Scholar, History Asst. Prof. Chemistry
K.M.G.G.PG. College, M.K.G.D. College,
Badalpur Ghaziabad

Difficulties will come but so what; Swamiji said,
“Struggle, Struggle, Struggle is theSine Qua Non of life and
stagnation is death; Vedas proclaim this as
“Charaivaiti,charaivaiti, charaivaiti......... ”

This is the ideal of India, and through this he wanted to
integrate India. Integration of India means integrating In-
dian minds, Indian hearts, and Indian emotions. It cannot
come byparochial and fanatical clinging to my religion, my
caste, my language, and so on, which is happening in the
country. That will only divide us.You integrate your emo-
tions through Bhakti not only love God, but also have a
focus on whatever pursuit you have to take up; and inte-
grate your intellect through Jnana, and integrate the capac-
ity for work, Karma, for the welfare of humanity. And there
should be tremendous concentration to bear upon Jnana,
Bhaktiand Karma.Swamiji said that the nation can be inte-
grated by upholding the national ideals. In his own words,
"The national ideals of India are RENUNCIATION and
SERVICE'.!

Awakening the inner potentiality of every human be-
ing was the task Vivekananda addressed. He wrote in aletter,
“My ideal indeed can be put into a few words and that is:
to preach unto mankind their divinity, and how to make
it manifest in every movement of life.” In the same letter he
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writes, “Awake, awake, great ones! The world is burning
with misery. Can you sleep?” When the entire country
awakens as a nation, as a part of this awakening, you can
realize your own inner potential, which is divine. In every
movement of your life this divinity is to be awakened and
manifested. India has been cultivating the science of spiri-
tuality for thousands of years. The best brains of our coun-
try have been engaged in this pursuit for thousands of years.
The touch of Swami Vivekananda will be the awakener of
the potential divinity in each one of us. He felt that this has
to be done, and once you do this, the entire Indian nation
will be unified integrated, not on the basis of science and
technology, not on the basis of material advancement, but
on the basis of spirituality, inwardness, and contemplation.

Rabindranath Tagore said “If you want to know India,
study Vivekananda. In him everything is positive and noth-
ing negative.”He was very positive, enthusiastic, energetic,
vivacious, and full of youthful energy. And, therefore,
whenever young men approached him, he was so happy.
Wherever he went, he roused the youths to positive action
for the good of humanity. "Young men of Madras, my hope
isin you', he said, when he was in Madras.? "Young men of
Lahore, my hopeisin you' when he wasin Lahore. "Young
men of Bengal, my hope is in you' when he was in Bengal.
All the time he was interested in rousing the youths, be-
cause the youths have tremendous power and the capacity
for positive thinking.

Swamiji's fundamental message is: give away whatever
you have. Give energy, give help, give service, and give
everything away, but don't ask anything in return. Infinite
energy is within you, infinite love and bliss are within you.
Every child, Swami Vivekananda said, is a born optimist.
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He dreams, dreams, and dreams that all positive things will
become a reality tomorrow. Vivekananda expressed his ex-
treme confidence about the transformation from youth to
'real youth' through his statement: “My faith is in the
younger generation, the modern generation; out of them
will come my workers. They will work out the whole
problem, like lions.”’He always wanted the youths to dis-
cover their inner strength. He never gave importance only
to that knowledge which is gained from books but also
knowledge from practical experience and wanted the youths
to face the different challenges of life by their own inner
strength that means a self- confidence. In this regard he con-
veyed his opinion in these words: “All power is within you;
You can do anything and everything. Believe in that; do
not believe that you are weak. Stand up and express the
divinity within you.”

Explaining his method of social reform he said; to the
reformers I will point out, that I am a greater reformer than
anyone of them. They want to reform only little bits. I
want root and branch reform. Where we differ is in the
method. Theirs is the method of destruction, mine 1s that
of construction. I do not believe in reform; I believe in
growth. I do not dare to put myself in the position of God
and dictate to our society, “This way thou shouldstmove
and not that.” He also pointed out; Did India ever stand in
want of reformers? Do you read the history of India? Who
was Ramanuja? Who was Shankara? Who was Chaitanya?
Who was Kabir? Who was Dadu? Who were all these great
preachers, one following the other, a galaxy of stars of the
first magnitude? Did not Ramanuja feel for the lower classes?
Did he not tried try all his life to admit even the pariah to
his community? Did he not try to admit even
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Mohammendans to his own fold ? Did not Nanak confer
with Hindus and Mohammendans, and try to bring about
new state of things? They all tried, and their work is still
going on. The difference is this. They had not the
fanfaronade of the reformers of today; they had no curses
on their lips as modern reformers have; their lips pro-
nounced only blessings. They never condemned. They said
to the people that he race must always grow. They looked
back and they said, “O Hindus, what you have done is
good, but, my brothers, let us do better.” They did not say,
“You have been wicked, now let us be good”. That makes
a whole world of difference. We must grow according to
our nature.*

What do we want in India? I must tell you that we are
very weak, very weak. First of all is our physical weakness.
That physical weakness is the cause of at least one-third of
our miseries. We are lazy, we cannot work; we can not
combine, we do not love each other; we are intensely self-
ish, not three of us can come together without hating each
other, without being jealous each other.’ The problems in
India are more complicated, more momentous, than the
problems in any other country. Race, religion, language,
and government- all these together make a nation. The
elements which compose the nations of the world are in-
deed very few, taking race after race, compared to this
country; here have been the Aryans, the Dravidian, the
Tartar, the Turk, the Mogul, the European- all the nations
of the world, as it were, pouring their blood into this land.
Of the languages the most wonderful conglomeration is
here; of manners and customs there is more difference
between two Indian races than between the European and
the Eastern races.®

e of Swami Vivel 1da's Thoughts in Today's Perspective ISBN : 978-93-80216-07-2



NATIONAL SEMINAR 135

The solution of the caste problem in India, assumes this
form, not to degrade the higher castes, not to crush out the
Brahmin. The Brahminhood is the ideal of humanity in
India, as wonderfully put forward by Shankaracharya at
the beginning of his commentary on the Gita, where he
speaks about the reason for Krishna's coming as a preacher
for the preservation of Brahminhood of Brahminness. That
was the great end. The solution is not by bringing down

the higher, but by raising the lower up to the level of the
higher”

Vivekananda believed that a country's future depends
on its people, and his teachings focused on human
development.To make a great a future in India, the whole
secret lies in organization, accumulation of power, and co-
ordination of wills. He wanted “to set in motion machin-
ery which will bring noblest ideas to the doorstep of even
the poorest and the meanest™. He addressed to the chil-
dren of India, I am here to speak to you today about some
practical things, and my object in reminding you about the
glories of the past is simply this , many times have I been
told that looking in to the past only degenerates and leads
to nothing , and that we should look to the future. Look
back, therefore as far as you can, drink deep of the eternal
fountains that are behind, and after that, look forward,
march forward and make India brighter, greater, much
higher than she ever was. We must learn the elements of
our being, the blood that courses in our veins; we must
have faith in that blood and what it did in the past; and out
of that faith and consciousness of the past greatness, we
must build an India yet greater than what she has been.”In
the background of emerging nationalism in British ruled
India, Vivekananda crystallized the nationalistic ideal. I want

ISBN : 978-93-80216-07-2 Relevance of Swami Vivekananda's Thoughts in Today's Perspective



136 NATIONAL SEMINAR

to inferiority by the British people, now understood the
old glorious days of India. The people became aware of
their past and they decide to gather on a stage to face the
British people.

There was hardly any leader who did not follow the
ideas of Vivekananda during Indian national movement. In
the series of national leaders Mahatma Gandhi, Pt. Motilal
Nehru, Maulana Mohammad Ali, RabindraNath Tagore,
Aurobindo Ghosh, Subhash Chandra Bose and many
more. Everybody was effected directly or indirectly by the
views of Swami Vivekananda. These all person wrote much
about the theory of Vivekananda the belief of Swamiji, the
vision of Swamiji, the ideas of Swami Vivekananda etc.
When the mass of India became aware to Vivekananda ideas
the movement became more and more strong. On 6th Feb.,
1921, the birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, Bapu
had visited Belur Math accompanied by Pt. Motilal Nehru
and MaulanaMohd. Alj, he said: “I have come here to pay
my homage and respect to the revered memory of Swami
Vivekananda........ I have gone through his works very thor-
oughly, and after having gone through them. The love that
I had for my country became a thousand fold.”
LokmanyaBalGangadharTilak with whom Swami
Vivekananda had stayed, in Pune, for ten days, had been
struck by the radiant wisdom and learning of his young
guest whose profound spirituality made a great impression
on him.[10]Sri Aurobindo regarded Vivekananda as the one
who awakened India spiritually. Mahatma Gandhi counted
him amongthe few Hindu reformers “who have maintained
this Hindu religion in a state of splendor by cutting down
the dead wood of tradition”. Pt. JawaharLal Nehru also much
impressed by such a great personality.The first governor
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general of independent India, Chakravarti Rajagopalachari,
said “Vivekananda saved Hinduism, saved India.”"!

At Chicago in his address, Swami Vivekananda had ar-
ticulated the ancient wisdom and Insights of India, the time-
honoured philosophy of oneness and harmony within plu-
ralism, the recognition of, respect for, and acceptance of
different paths of logical and intuitive access to absolute
truth. He had quoted the famous sloka from the Rigveda“we

w3 truth is one, “faursggraatt” The learned may describe

it variously. He had quoted the profound perception ex-
pressed in a verse from the Vishnu Sahasranam (Vol. 29).
JMHRIINETT G TAT TS AR
TESTHERR: ®9Te i Tesfall
He cited the explicit authority in the eleventh verse in
chapter IV of theBhagvad Gita.

J T W YU IS AR
I gEie JIaT we: w6 112

Proudly he proclaimed: “we believe not only in univer-
sal toleration, but we accept all religious as true”. It is this
spirit that is expressed in the philosophies of our seers, in
the devotional songs and the prayers of our common people
for centuries past. This outlook has enabled India to be-
come the home and refuge of all the great religions of the
world respected by the broad mass of her people. Swami
Vivekananda had also come out strongly against sectarian-
ism, bigotry and fanaticism and had registered the hope that
these narrow, futile and erroneous tendencies would disap-
pear. Every word of his exposition was followed by the
mass during national movement.*

His effort constantly was to draw attention to the uni-
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fying, harmonizing virtue in the religious thought of all the
great persuasions. He said: “My India is first off all to bring
out the gems of spirituality that are stored up in our books
and in the possessions of a few only, hidden as it were, to
bring them out; to bring the knowledge out of them...... In
one word I want to make them popular. I want or bring
out these ideas and let them be the common property of

all.”

The whole approach of Swami Vivekananda was greater
dedicated to building a new world, attending to its most
vexations problems, providing solutions of a feasible,
workable form. He was actually conscious of the enor-
mous scale of poverty, backwardness and disease in In-
dia. The object sense of inferiority amongst the people,
the shameful station assigned to women and the need
therefore to organize wide-ranging effort to surmount
these problems. He once said; “Itis aninsult to a starv-
ing man to teach him metaphysic”. We need a religion
which will give us faith in ourselves, a national self-re-
spect, and the power to feed and educate the poor and
relieve the misery."

Forcetully, inspiringly, he used to say, “Arise, Awake,
and stop not till the goal is reached.”” Within each of you
there is the power to remove all wants and miseries. Believe
this and that power will be manifested. “Often he could
quote the Sikh saying.

AT A@ W Teh wE| T 6 Mig< T gl

A remarkably modernistic appreciation of the true
nature of education and its urgent need in India was also
consistently expounded by Swami Vivekananda“Educate,
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Educate,than this there is no other way.” He provided re-
markable clear and meaningful definitions of education.
What is Education? Is it books learning? No is it diverse
knowledge? Not even that. The training by which the
current and expression of will are brought under control
and become fruitful is called education. On another occa-
sion he stated; “We want that education by which charac-
ter is formed strength of mind is increased, the intellect
expanded, and by which one can stand one one's feet.” The
practical, realistic approach is again expressed in the answer
he gave once to a question on educational needs in India.

First of all the people tried to remove the social evil like
casteism, untouchability, religious supremacy. The people
of different caste gathered at a same place. Mahatma Gandhi
who was the true supporter of the Ideas of Swami
Vivekananda regarding the modern Indian awakening gave
special attention to the lower caste of the society. The
movement which was only a middle class revolution up to
Gandhiji's arrival now became a mass movement and it was
the work of many people who made this movement, a mass
movement.

The participation of different caste, religion in move-
ment grows this very fastly and the Britishers now face
many difficulties. The movement like non co-operation,
civil disobedience, quit India Movement, were totally mass
movement on which the glimpse of Swami Vivekananda of
mass can been seen.

Swami Vivekananda showed the path of the new India
to the people and the people run on it by the different stages.
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Vivekananda's writings and lecturers have contributed
a great deal to the strengthening of the moral foundation of
Indian nationalism in theory and practice. He is acclaimed
as the “spiritual father of Bengal nationalism.”1 Unity and
strength were the political testaments of Vivekananda to
the Indian nation. At a time when Indian intelligentsia was
busy imitating the customs and manners of the westerners,
he proclaimed, “Be proud that thou art an Indian” and that
the west had to learn much from India.

Swamiji was of the view that the lessons of sympathy
and toleration, India have to teach to the world. He said
that education has yet to be in the world, and civilisation
has begun nowhere yet, ninety-nine point nine percent of
the human races are more or less savages. We may read of
these things in books, and we hear of toleration in religion.
But very little of it is there in the world. He took his own
experience for that saying that maximum people do not
even think of it. There is tremendous religious persecution,
yet in every country in which he had been, the same old
objections are raised against learning anything new. The
little toleration that is in this world, the little sympathy that
is yet in the world, for religious thought, is practically here,
in the land of the Aryas, and nowhere else. It is here that
Indians build temples for Mohammendans and Christians
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and nowhere else. If we go to other countries and ask the
people of other religions to build a temple for us, we will
see how they will help. There will be hardly any help. The
one great lesson, therefore, that the world wants most, that
the world has yet to learn from India, is the idea, not only
of toleration, but of sympathy.

Urged by such as intense feeling of patriotism, Swami
Vivekananda worked to propound the foundation of a spiri-
tual theory of nationalism which was later advocated by
Aurobindo Ghosh. He wrote “Race, religion, language,
Government all these together make a nation”2 and “in
the interest of one's nation is one's own wellbeing”.3 He
believed that this one all dominating principle manifests itself
in the life of each nation. Each nation has a mission of its
own to fulfill in the life of the world. Religion is the key-
note of the national life of India. He said, “Political great-
ness or military power is never the mission of our race; it
never was, and mark my words, it never will be. But there
has been the other mission given to us, which is to con-
serve , to preserve , to accumulate , as it were into a dy-
namo , all the spiritual energy of the race , and that concen-
trated energy is to put forth in a deluge on the world when-
ever circumstances are propitious” 4 . He further stated,
“Each nation has its own peculiar method of work, some
through social reforms, some through other lines. With us
religion is the only ground along which we can move”. 5
And if any nation attempts to throw off its national vital-
ity, the direction which has become its own through the
transmission of centuries, that nation dies.

He believed , since religion has been the momentous
guiding principle in India's history , religion alone , there-
fore be made the backbone of Indian national life. He called
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for unity in religion. By this he meant to find certain com-
mon grounds of pure spirituality beneath all the sects and
also finds “ an infinite amount of liberty to think and live
our own lives” 6 He said , “ This is the first step and there-
fore it has to be taken”.7 It is not only true, that the ideal
of religion is the highest ideal ; in the case of India it is the
only possible means of work.

His ideal of nationalism was based on the following pos-
sible means of work.

(i) The awakening of the masses who form the basis of the
nation.

(i) Development of physical and moral strength.
(111) Unity based on common spiritual ideas.

(iv) Consciousness of and pride in, the ancient glory and
greatness of India.

While Swami Vivekananda was an ardent patriot and a
nationalist to the core of his heart, his love for mankind
knew no geographical bounds. He advocated for the har-
mony and good relationship of all nations. His internation-
alism was spiritual based on the Vedantic principle of
universality of self. He said : “In politics and sociology ,
problems that were only national twenty years ago can no
more be solved on national grounds only. They are assum-
ing huge proportions , gigantic shapes. They can only be
solved when looked at in the broader light of international
grounds. International organizations, international combi-
nation, international laws are the cry of the day. That shows
the solidarity . In science , everyday they are coming to a
similar broad view of matter. You speak of matter, the whole
universe as one mass , one ocean of matter, in which you
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and I, the sun and the moon, and everything else, are but
the names of different little whirlpools and nothing more.
Mentally speaking it is one universal ocean of thought, in
which you and I are similar little whirlpools and as spirit it
moveth not, it changeth not. It is the one Unchangeable,
Unbroken , Homogenous Atman”. 8

He declared that there could be no peace or progress
without the whole world being based on Truth and Justice.
Every idea has to become broad till it covers the whole of
the world; every aspiration must go on increasing till it has
engulfed the whole of humanity. Thus, his concept of na-
tionalism and internationalism is dynamic and encourages
people to be mingled with the life of other individuals and
nations not only for the good of others, but also for their
own well-being, progress and prosperity. In his memorable
words, “ I am thoroughly convinced that no individual or
nation can live by holding itself apart from the community
of others , and wherever such an attempt has been made
under false ideas of greatness , policy or holiness the result
has always been disastrous to the secluding one. The fact
of our isolation from all the other nations of the world is
the cause of our degeneration and its only remedy is getting
back into the current of the rest of the world. Motion is the
sign of life.” 9
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Introduction: Between 12 January 2013 and 2014,
worldwide programs were organized to Commemorate
the 150" Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda,
whose Birthday is celebrated every year as the National
Youth Day, since 1985. Swami Vivekananda shot into
prominence after his brief address at the first World Par-
liament of Religions at Chicago on 11* September, 1893
where he presented the spiritual wisdom of the most
ancient Vedas, appropriately referred to as 'Sanaatana
Dharma', i.e. universal and eternal values and principles,
practice of which leads to peace and prosperity for all,
and takes us on the critical path to the highest human
perfection in and through our daily work-life. Thus,
the Vedic culture of India not only tolerates but accepts
all religions as attempts of people of different nature to
experience the omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient
infinite.

The Making of Swami Vivekananda: The common
purpose of all religions, including Hinduism is to guide
and prepare every being to walk towards the highest
perfection. Religions has made a tremendous contribu-
tion to the world over thousands of years., But today,
religions are no longer in fashion and science has grown
in opposition to religion with the motto 'nullius in
verba', 1.e. not to accept the words of authority.

Such a young school boy, Naren, came to Sh.
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Ramakrishna with the modern age, unwilling to accept
even the highest truth without verification, yet with a
burning zeal for truth; and was transformed into Swami
Vivekananda.

Narendra Nath Dutta grew up in a family where his
mother was devoted to the Ramayan, whereas his fa-
ther, as a successful, attorney, often had visitors of dif-
ferent 'faiths and was a great admirer of the Bible and
Sufi poetry. Thus, Naren imbibed the idea that all re-
ligions are sacred and genuine, without even any think-
ing, and in his Chicago address he quoted the men eir
water in the sea, so different paths, which men take
through different tendencies, all lead to Thee. In his early
years he also came in contact with the renowned. Brahmo
Leader, Keshab Chandra Sen who had great respect for
the divine personality of Christ. Christmas Eve is cel-
ebrated in all the Ramakrishna-Mission centers because
it "Was on Christmas Eve in 1886 that Naren and guru-
bhais took the vows of sannyasa.

2.1 Influence of Sh. Ramakrishna: Naren was a brilliant
school student, well versed in English literature,
Western Philosophy, World history, etc. and
Ramakrishna was an illiterate, half-mad and God intoxi-
cated, village priest of Mother Kali in the Dakshineshwar
temple, near Calcutta. He had personally followed the
religious disciplines of the many 'sects of Hinduism and
also Christianity and Sufi-Islam and experienced, their
highest realizations including the Vedantic vision of one-
ness of man, nature and God. Naren had come to him
with a question: Have you seen God? Yes, was the
answer and I can show him to you too! Sh. Ramakrishna
immediately recognized in Naren the instrument
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through which his liberal and universal ideas on spiri-
tuality would flood the world. He touched Naren who
then had a direct vision experience of the oneness of
Universe. Initially Naren denounced image-worship but
when stricken with poverty, Ramakrishna asked him
to pray to Mother for 'money’, he reluctantly went.,
and says: Reaching the temple, as I saw the image, I ac-
tually found that she was living and conscious, peren-
nial fountain of divine love, beauty and joy, and instead
of 'money’, prayed: Mother give me discrimination, re-
nunciation, devotion., knowledge. The result of this
contact between the eternal and the modern was
Vivekananda - who was to become the heart and mind
of India, scattering broadcast its ancient wisdom
throughout the modern world to rouse people to the
awareness of their divinity, the kingdom of God within,
and how to manifest it in daily work-life.

2.2 Vivekananda's Inspiration: He heard Ramakrishna say:

"Compassion for living beings! Fooll Who are you
insignificant creature, to show compassion? No, no, not
compassion, but service to all beings, looking upon them
as God Himself. Vivekananda then told his -brother-'
disciples: "I have found a new light today. This ecstatic
-utterance of the Master has shown me that Vedanta
need. not be a dry, other worldly affair. Vedanta of the
forest can be brought to the homes of ordinary people
and it can be applied in day-to-day work-life.

Let man do everything he is doing; there is no harm in
that; it is sufficient for him, first, to be fully convinced
that it is God who is manifested before him as the uni-
verse and all the beings in it. If he can thus look upon
all the persons of the world as God, how can there be
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an occasion for him to regard himself as superior to-,
them or cherish anger and hatred for them or an arro-
gant attitude towards them, or even to be kind to them?
Thus serving the Jivas as Shiva (God), he will have his
heart purified and be convinced in a short time that. he
himself is also a part of God, the Bliss Absolute, the
eternally pure, wakeful and free Being. Service thus per-
formed in the right spirit of karma yoga becomes wor-
ship of Shiva in the Jiva, and is one of the most, effec-
tive means of self- purification and God realization.

2.3 The Problem before Swami Vivekananda: How to at-
tain material prosperity without harming spirituality
Life? India had focused on spirituality and lost to the
brute streargth and bloodshed of others, west had lost
out on spirituality while advancing materially. How to
create the Raja+rishis once again by uniting the best of
the west and east? He spread a new vista of thought
while sowing the seeds of spirituality in the hearts of
people. He understood the modern need for the
worldview of 'oneness' and 'subjective' focus, and how
it could be applied to every problem of modern man,
which the philosophy of Vedanta- could provide.

3. Our Common North & Harmony of teligions: This is
how Swami Vivekananda, expresses the universal and
essential message of religions and our common 'North":
Each soul is potentially divine. The goal is to manifest
this Divinity within by controlling nature, external and
internal.

Do this either by work, or worship, or psychic con-
trol, or philosophy - by one, or more, or all of these
and be free. This is the whole of religion. Doctrines, or

dogmas, or rituals, or books, or temples, or forms, are
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but secondary details

Swami Vivekananda grappled with various ideas to-
wards this ideal of harmony of religions. He saw that
religions differed in.their rites and rituals, in their sacred
scriptures, mythologies, creationstories, prophets, etc.
even though their message was essentially same: 'Be
good and do good', He said 'Arise, awake, stop not till
the goal is reached'. He saw that the claim of supremacy
of one religion, one scripture, over other paths would
obviously lead to conflicts. Could Vedanta be the fu-
ture religion which shows the oneness of man, nature
and God? And he discarded this view also. He realized
that the world needs variety in religion, different doc-
trines, rituals and mythologies to suit different tastes,
temperaments, and needs of civilizations, and also that
mere reasoning would not inspire. in fact he went so far
as to say that religion should be hand tailored to suit
the individual! He also felt that religions were not only
harmonious but that they supplemented and comple-
mented each other. For example, for Islam it was peace
and universal brotherhood, for Christianity it was love
and purification to prepare for the kingdom of God,
and for Hinduism it was to renounce all for the realiza-
tion of God.

What Leaders say: Swami Vivekananda harmonized
East and West; Religion and Science; Past and Present.
And that is why he is great. We have understood the
greatness and glory of the Composite Culture of India
and gained unprecedented self-respect, Self-confidence
and self-assertion from his teachings: Subhash Bose Said.
"I have gone through his works very thoro ughly, and
after having gone through them, the love that I had for
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my country became a thousand fold" Mahatma Gandhi
Said "If you want to know India, study Vivekananda.
In him everything is positive and nothing negative".

Vivekananda on education and self-development:-

e We want that education by which character is formed,
strength of mind is increased, the intellect is expanded,
and by which one can stand on one's own feet'.

¢ Education is the manifestation of the perfection already
in man

e Education is the training by which the current and the
expression of will are brought under control and be-
comes fruitful in life

® To me the very essence of education is concentration
of mind, not the collecting of facts

® The present system of education is all wrong. The mind
is crammed with facts before it knows how to think.
Control of mind must be taught first

¢ I call him a traitor who, having been educated, nursed
in luxury by the hearts blood of the downtrodden
millions of toiling poor, never even takes a thought from
them'.

Vivekananda says: 'I direct my attention to the indi-
vidual, to make him strong, to teach him that he himself is
divine, and I call upon men to make themselves conscious
of this divinity within.

That is really the ideal - conscious or unconscious - of
every religion'. 'All power is within you; you can do any-
thing and everything. Believe in that, do not believe that
you are weak. Stand up and express the divinity within you.
All glory, power and purity are within us already ... poten-
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tial or manifest, it is there - and the sooner you believe that,
the better for you.'

'Tt is the level-headed man, the calm man, of good judg-
ment and cool nerves, of great sympathy and love, who
does good work and so does good to himself'. The world
is bound by 'actions' other than those performed for the
sake of 'Yagna'. Do you therefore perform action for
"Yagna' alone, free from likes and dislikes'. "Whatever you
do sincerely is good for you Even the least thing well done
brings marvelous results. Every duty is holy, and devotion
to duty is the highest form of worship'. 'Character is re-
peated habits, and repeated habits alone can reform char-
acter'.

My whole ambition in life is to set in motion. a machin-
ery which will bring noble ideas to the door of everybody.
First of all, our young men must be strong. Religion will
come afterwards. India's gift to the world is the light of
spirituality. Whenever such a state has been brought about
(binding India with the other races), the result has been the
flooding of the world with Indian spiritual ideas. The whole
world is full of Lord, Open your eyes and see Him. That
society is the greatest where the highest truths become
practical. I consider that the great national sin is the neglect
of the masses, and that is one of the causes of our downfall.
No amount of politics would be of any avail until the masses
in India are once more well educated, well fed, and well
cared for. The difference between God and the devil is in
nothing except in unselfishness and selfishness. It is a privi-
lege to serve mankind, for this is the worship of God; God
1s here, in all these human souls. He is the soul of man'.
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Relevance of Swami Vivekananda's Views
on Entrepreneurship in Indian Economy

Mrts. BhavnaYadav

Asst. Prof., Economics
K.M.G.G.P.G. College Badalpur,
G.B. Nagar

An entrepreneur is a person who organizes and manages a
business undertaking, assuming the risk for the sake of profit.
An entrepreneur sees an opportunity, makes a plan and starts
a business. They play the most important role the economic
development of adeveloping country like India where large scale
unemployment is rampant in and the jobs created by the public
and private sector are insufficient to meet the needs of growing
population.People with ideas and risk taking attitude are re-
quired not only for the development of the country but also to
provide employment to unemployed population thus serving
both society and nation.

Views of Swami Vivekananda and Their Relevance

“Take up one idea. Make that one idea your life think
of it, dream of it, and live on that idea. Let the brain, muscles,
nerves, every part of your body, be full of that idea, and
just leave every other idea alone. This is the way to suc-
cess.”- Swami Vivekananda spoke these words. But they
are definitely words of wisdom for today's startups and
entrepreneurs. The power of focus. The discipline to leave
every other idea alone.

Entrepreneurship is not about making money alone at
the market place. Gone are the old methods of capitalists
bringing money and exploit labor/ employees to make
highest profits and such profits and such companies are
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bankrupts today. With many professional management
institutions coming up in India. Many youngsters are get-
ting a wider exposure in Entrepreneurship Principles. Over
the decades there is a sea change in the principles and prac-
tices of entrepreneurship. A great change is happening across
the world and Swami Vivekananda's message of 'Karma
Yoga' is finding its roads into all enterprise, in the form of
'Corporate Social Responsibility.'

Swamiji was aware that India could be built only by
developing the entrepreneurial talents of people. Hence he
encouraged self-employment activities at different levels. He
was concerned that the art works of the village communities
were neglected and wanted them to be taken up by those in
towns. Swamiji underlined the need for the cottage and small
scale units, as he was aware of the negative effects of the big
industries. Along with this Swamiji emphasized the use of
modern science and technology to solve India's problems.
He wanted India to develop into a scientific and technologi-
cal power. In this connection it is necessary to remember
that it was the suggestion made by Swamiji to Jamshed;ji Tata
that led to the establishment of the prestigious Indian Insti-
tute of Science. In context to India small scale industries are
required as they are labor intensive and require less capital so
in a country like India where there is dearth of capital and
abundance of labor such technique most suited and for de-
velopment he also advocated modern science and technol-
ogy so that we may be modern also.Swamiji wanted Indians
to learn Western science and adopt them in India. He said:
“With the help of Western science, set yourselves to dig the
earth and produce food-stuffs not by means of servitude of
others but by discovering new avenues of production, by
your own exertions aided by Western science.”
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Swamiji was particular that India should be built on her
own methods. In this context, he quoted Japan to admon-
ish Indians who imitate the West. To quote: “There, in
Japan, you find a fine assimilation of knowledge, not its
indigestion, as we have here. They have taken everything
from the Europeans, but they remain Japanese all the same,
and have not turned European; while in our country, the
terrible mania of becoming westernized has seized upon us

like a plague. ”

Swamiji was perhaps the first personality who suggested
an Indian model of economic development, even when the
country was under the colonial rule. He used to meet the
common Indian's directly whenever he went to different
places. This made him confident that India has to develop
an economic model for herself which will take the pecu-
liarities of her social life into consideration

Swami Vivekananda who was not only a spiritual
teacher but also a nation builder and a source of inspira-
tion for youth of a nation,was of the view that India is a
spiritually empowered country but in order to break the
shackles of poverty industries and technology is
required. The swami may be well called the maker of mod-
ern India.His message was of hope and strength and he
believed that man's potentiality is infinite .He said 'Tdo not
believe in reform”, “I believe in growth”. He dreamt of a
new generation who would present the fusion of Indian
philosophy and western technology.He motivated the
youth to set up their own business. Swami Vivekananda
gave following suggestions to entrepreneurs:-

® Those who enterprise will find success sooner or later.

®  You should have dedication within you.
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®  Youshould not be afraid of those who comment on you.
e Let people say, whatever they want.
e Take all the responsibilities on your shoulders.

These views of Vivekananda are applicable in present
scenario as all the above given suggestions serve as motiva-
tional and inspiring source for the entrepreneursto
develop.He wanted spirituality, dedication and hard work
in the youth of present India. He said that entrepreneurs
should develop the capabilities and qualities .In 1896 in a
lecture given inNewYork he laid emphasis on division of
labor .He said that it is futile to say that aperson can get
everything in life. These views are relevant in modern
economy as division of labor serves basis for large scale
production, specialization and international trade also. No
nation is self-sufficient hence international trade, large scale
production and division of labor is possible

Swami Vivekananda is believed to be a spiritual propa-
gator but he was a person who in a way favored globaliza-
tion in times when it was a distant dream his motivational
and inspiring words not only served the basis for spiritual
awakening but also for nation building . Today's world
require motivated youth who have entrepreneurial capa-
bilities through which they can take the country towards
growth and prosperity.
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The youth of India is excelling in practically all spheres of life the world over.
More than three-fourths of our populationis less than 40 years old, and if only we can
harness the potential energy of these millions of young Indians, we could face any
challenge as a nation. While it does make us feel good about the youth of India, we
also have to consider the flip side of it, which is, the decline in the value-system of the
youth today. One look at them and it makes us wonder, if making wealth is the only
value that drives our young generation these days. The problem that technological
advancement and globalisation in all fields has brought about in recent years is, how
to get our young, whose role models and icons are mostly from the economic,
technology, music, cinema and sports arenas, to consider nation-building as an
important facet of our productive lives. The answer lies in making the modern youth
understand and imbibe the teachings of Swami Vivekanand, given more than a
hundred years ago. All that he wanted our youth to have, was the ability to ‘feel’,
along with following the ideals of ‘tyaga” and ‘seva’. They were also supposed to
build their physical and mental energies, and take concrete action based on the
potent mantra of the three P’s-Purity, Patience, and Perseverance. If the youth
adhered to the above and also undertook physical, intellectual, and spiritual service
to the society, it would in turn, also have benefits for their own spiritual growth.
Thus Vivekanand's teachings and the message contained therein, if followed by the
modern youth, could solve many problems that India is facing today. This could not
only help the youth engage in nobler ventures, but also solve their inner conflicts and
dilemmas.
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