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Abstract

- This paper depicts the transformation of the protagonst from a fragmented seli’ 1o a united whole
w Shashi Deshpande’s Thar Long Silence. Taya, tire protagonist faces a ot of sufferngs i the
novel, which 15 Shashs Deshpande’s wsual approach 1o bring omt the mental trauma ol her
protagemsts. The story unfolds with faya and her hushand Mohan moving-back imto their old Nt
it Bombay from then fuxurious house o that small fat, Java gets ample of time for
contemplating of her past and bong an novert, she becomes 4 poot vichm of depression. The
mietories of her past stant haunting her and dus creates differences with her husband and
increases frustration in their seventeen yvears old relationship. The process of sell-contemplation

- Comes to an end s'.'iih the decision of wiiting her autobiography.
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Shashy Dsshgigulde Worn Sahitya Akadems Award in 1990 for hat Long Sifence which porirays

e story of an Indian housewife who maintains silence throughout her hife. The novel ends with

o her resolve to speak. ta break her long silence. The novel depicts the hife of Jaya, the protagonist,
wha finds her nermal routine so disrupted that for the first time she can look at her life and
__Ei_itc:mpt 10 decide who she real Iy is. The question “Who am 12" (Deshpande, 24) haunts her so
;_éhaeééssafc!y‘ that she fals o find herself She s “an utier stranper a person so alien that even the
Aaintest understanding of the motives of her actions seemed umpossible” (Deshpande, 69y, Hence
her agonized enes °L can’t hope, 1 can’t manage. | can’l 2o o™ (Deshpande, 713 i osuch a
stifling and suffocating demestic ambience and patriarchal sct-up, she finds her feonale identuy

effaced. Gayatrt Chakravorty Spivak writes in het article “Can the Subaltern Speak?” =

Benveen patriarch vand impertalism subject- constitution and objeet foimation the
igure of the woman disappears, not into a pristine nothingness. but into 4 violent
shutthing which is the displaced figuration of the *Third-World Woman' cuugli
between teadition and modernization (137) :

- : : :
Java writes columns about the dilemma of the middle ¢lass housewives i the pen name
ot "Subiasin” and “Sia’ Both *Suhasing’® and "Sita” as she says are “the many selves waiting o he
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