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Abstract: This paper focuses on injustice and gender inequality in
A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007), a novel by Afghan-American
novelist Khaled Hosseini. The novel portrays pitiable condition of
Afghan women as they live in the shadows of violence, fear and war.
The female characters face barbarity of the patriarchal society and
adopt a number of ways to live through adversities with courage.
Khaled Hosscini narrates a domestic story about the plight of women
by using political background of Afghanistan’s last thirty years of
Taliban rule. Due to the extremely unfortunate consequences of the
Taliban culture, women lost their identity and reduced to nothing more
than children producing machines. But the final stage of the novel
gives hope as the dark and painful lives of both women transform into
a promising journey.

Keywords: Endurance, Subjugation, Patriarchy, Survival, Self-
realization.

Literature is considered as a mirror of society. It shows the realities
that take place in our day to day life. It is a medium for expression of
the past events and provides us insight into the formation of those
past events. As Brannigan says, “It sees literature as a constitutive
and inseparable part of history in the making and, therefore, rife with
the creative forces, disruptions and contradictions of history” (418).
Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns depicts female characters
in politically disturbed Afghanistan and gives a detailed account of
domestic subjugation. The novelist portrays the lives of three female
characters and highlights the various tactics they chose to survive and
to face the oppressive situation. The novel throws light on endle:ss
sufferings and cruelties that are indispensable part of women’s daily
lives and the multiple ways to resist these odds.

The first female character in this novel is Nana who is the mother
of Mariam. She is telling about her past to her daughter. She had been

A
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