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Our university system is, in many parts, ina

| state of disrepair..In almost half the districts in

the country, higher education enrollments are
abysmally low, almost two-third of our
universities and 90 per cent of our colleges are
rated as below average on quality parame(ers...
1 am concerned that in many states university
appointments, including that of vice-chancetlors,
have been politicised and have become subject
to caste and communal considerations, there are
complaints of favouritism and corruption.

— Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
in 2007

Introduction

There is a general presumption that higher
education is not necessary for economic growth
and development. On the other hand, itisliteracy
and primary education that is argued to be
important. Estimates on internal rate of return
also contributed to strengthening of such a
presumption. Increased national and international
concerns for Education for All, alsoled o overall
neglect of higher education in many developing
countries. The problem of resource scarcity
added furtfer to the problem.

Structure of Higher Education System in India

India has the largest number of higher
education institutions in the world. The number
of students enrolled is 10.5 million, the third:
Jargest globally after China and USA. As noted
by Pawan Agarwal (2006)*, higher educational
institutions in India are of different types,
depending on their academic, administrative and
financial systems Universitiesmay also recognize
nstitutions as ,deemed to be universities? or set
up institutes of national importance. The
nstitutions may be funded publicly, be aided by
the government, 10 be funded privately. In
additions, it is estimated that well over 100,000
Indian students are enrolled in higher education
institutions in countries other than India suchas
USA, UK, Australia, Singapore, and New
Zealand. Many students also venture out 10
countries where English isnot the local language,
making use of facilities provided specifically for
overseas students. China, Russia, and the
Ukraine are some such countries. At the same
time, the facilities provided for foreign students
in India are appreciable.
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