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child labour is the practice of having children en

sme basis: The practice deprives children of their ch; activity, o part or
phu'sic"‘ and mental development. Poverty, lack of childhood, and is harmful to heir

' : good school .
conomy 8re considered as the important causes of child labour ?nalnzﬂi growth of informal

4 norms employing a person below age 18 years of age is te la. As per generally

’ : ; rmed as child labour.
yowever depending upon socioeconomic factors the definition of child labour mlay slightly

giffer. ln'lndlta it is allowed to employ persons above age 14 but less that age 18 for light
work which is not hazardous and does not require extreme physical exertion. Hence in India
employing any person between age 14 and less than 18 years in any hazardous activities or
wlivities requiring extreme physical exertion may be termed as child labour. Also employing
any person below age 14 years in any kind of activity aimed at earning a living is termed as
child labour. |

Child labour is the practice where children engage in econonflic activity, on partor full-
time basis. The practice deprives children of their childhooq, and is harmful to their physical
and mental development. The 2001 national census of India estimated the total number of
dhild labour, aged 5-14, to be at 12.6 million. Child lTb?ur problem is not unique to India;
worldwide, about 217 million c_himreb: ﬁrzk,mlgm ?ﬁnﬁ’ﬁﬁ}n ol ey

In2001, out of 3 12.6 m,‘"w.n’ . {arger population has the highest number of labourers
UNICEF estimates that India with 2 w]%i lé sub-saharan African countries have the highest
inthe world less than 14 years Ofa%:; ed as child fabour. International Labour Organization
percentage of children who are depoYZ

i reest employer of child labour in India, while
estimates that agriculture & gopercent 7 ‘ati%n ostimates 70 % of child labour is deployed
\ F d Agricultur® g o0 i1d labour is observed in almost
United Nation's Fooc: at:d - 3‘; ties, Outside of agriculture, child Jabour iS¢
inagriculture and rei# ; comy, . e .
all ;;l‘ri"ormal gectors of the'lndl L?of::-odifferenﬂy- A ohild, suggests U??CE;F;‘; '“‘;“l‘:;ﬁ g‘f |
UNICEF defines ?hll tween 3 10 11 years ?f age, he or she di ;t‘ne m::g —
chil labour activities if :t 28 hours of domestic work in a week, an i ; s
economic activity or.atlc8 ¢, heorshe did at least l4houra-0f-e$310& B e 18
between 1210 14 yeﬂf"ﬁf&iiy and domestic work per week. UNICEF in another repof
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