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Introduction

Though man began 1o interfere with the natural

processes right from the beginning of sedentary life
but the impact of man on the environment and its
processes assumed greater proportion after industrial

revolution (1860)

(Monkhouse, £J. and small J.A. Dictionary

of Nataral Environment, p. 38)
Man equipped with modern technologies and
advanced scientific knowledge has become a ver
important factor in changing the environmental
processes. The realisation of the impacts of man on
environmental processes began even in the beginning
of the nincteenth century but G.P. Marsh's boak ‘Man
and Nature' (1864) may be taken as the pioneer work
which demonstrates the effects of human activity upon
environmental processes and caution the socicty
against the magnitude of changes brought by man.
With scientific growth and tcchnological
development since 1860 in general and after Second
World War in particular man has cmerged as a
significant geomorphic agent/process and is capable
of changing the carth's surface many times faster than
natural geomorphalogical processces. Thus now
geomorphologicnl processes fall in (wo broad

111

gcomorphological or physical
d (ii) anthropogenaus
Thus the study of mode
iral systems by man
d several

categories viz. (i) natural
environmental processes an
gcomorpholugical processes.
of changes broughtin physical nau
throngh his cconomic activities an
developmental works may be called anthropogenic
geomarphology and the modified natural processes by
human actisities and the mechanism through which
natural geomorphological processes and physical
landacapes are change and modified may be termed
as anthropogenous geamarphalogical processes. This
aspect of geomorphology sames under broad branch
ol applied geomorpholegy W herein the main focus of
slody rests on man as a geomorphic agent and
inadverient and planned effects of his economic
activilies on geomorphic processes and forms (land
forms).

The human impact on natural environment isone
of the most pressing issues of contempuorary times
and a subject of discussion in geagraphical literature.
The ways in which human beings have changed and
are changing the face of the earth and the human role
in the natural processes and sy stems, have drawn the
attention not only of matusal scientists but also of sacial
seientists ns well as of planners and policy makers.
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