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\ Need of Part_icipati~rn o~' Disadvantaged 
1 1 

People Ill Htgher Education 

. ) , ·. ,. . Apek.,lta 
Ass1~tnnt J rotessor -·Engttsh. Govt D~grcc. College. Knsg;inj 

~ ial inequalities in higher education is ubiquitous not only in 

India but 3n around the glo~e. lnequ_ality stands from the age old nature 

· rSocietY. It was constituted with number of castes nnd sub castes 
i,t ou ~ . .b. . . . . 
Jn<l within its .. gender · .. msness . sche~uled . caste: scheduled tribes, 

,nlinorities and fern~les of aH :these sect.mos come mto the category of 

Jisld,imtaged secuon. The scheduled cnstes hnve been considered as 

the weakest section oftbe Hi~du SociaLculture. They are designated as 

urrtouchabtes~ harijans, dali:ts, depressed class~ weaker section~ 

3",·amas and atisudras. These disadvantaged people are the worst victim 

of social i.nequaHty. This kind of inequt1Hty · is .based on purity and 

·poUution. ln mythological sen~e these people are born as impure so 

lhev are to Jink with impure occupations. Jnfnct one of the reno,,'1ed ,., 

1tindi poet named TuJsidasaalso:expressed his views an it like_: 

~ ., ♦ cux tEf. ~ ~ tlibcl d1~1:r ~ ~ 1 

Thou~h now a days untouchabilitv is outlawed. The .... .,. . 

Constitution of India ,nade some provisions for their welfare. The 

article 15(4), 16(4), }9(5), 23, 46,330,334, 335.; 138 <leals 'Nithfhe 

upUfiment of the weaker sections. There hns been reservations of seats 

lio parliament. higher education institutions, employment sector etc 

Ion!~ for granting upliftment and to bring them into the mainstream of 

·soc;ety. The aim of this paper is to examine .issues concerning Higher 

~Jcation access, equity, participation and of disadvantaged people. 

: .es.e ~eopfe are the most impoverished and socially disadvantaged 

~~ups 1n India. They account for 8.2% of the total Indian population 
.. s 2roup t d . . . . 

... 5 an s at the lO\Ver strata of access and part1c1pat1ons 111 
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hi&hcr educ~'ltion despite constitutional protec.tion . c ·with the Hindu o ffenders . ·n1e law remained a dead letter 

S:◊Yernment :iffmnntive ~ction policies. The gross _,,, 
3

1

nd stron.. -l~:11pf1J!lll
5 

· whose fa, ·o ur it was en ncied '-Vere unnble t.o put it in 
- ~ . . . - - ~ ----nro l\le1 .~ i - e ,hose 111 . - ·1 h . . 
(GER) ot 1:l1ese groups has unproved s1gmhcantl,, clu . lt ra110 t,..,_..,1t1

5 
rt". dcrswerea ble tosi encet cv1ct1m. 

- . - . b I • ring tlv• ·1 . -~ndt111Cn . . . 
decades bm the part1c1patton in a so utc tenns is n,u 

I 
b~ -: :~ i::1c,n, . 1 education plavs an 1mpo rtnnt role to .lch1cve 

. c' clo ' H 1g 1cr . , . . I . . . . . 
national nYernge. \\ the . ievelopment o f the natio n. t 1s a s ource in a II steps of h fe 

·11111table '
1 

· I · I · · ·N I 1-1· I · 
Sdu:::1iio n is significantly related to Human devel ~u, lies tlw fuel to soc1a me us1o n . 1 ow t 1e 1g ·,er education 

. . J l ' • l I . . . opment Ind· . ;,:ch supp J . I I . h . 1 
has tne 1hir 2.rg.es t .;1g.1c r ec ucatlon system in the world 

11 
. ta 1 \\ • ' dopted bottom up peop e centnc 3pproac 1 w uc 1s a so called 

- · d 'h U . . ,.. Th 1 · I extonlv1 sr,,em:i S I I f uc·c·· S Lhm::i:mi t e rnrea .'.)!ates. . e 11g 1ereducation svstem ill 
1 

_ - o '. .~-;•f tlicienc)' Appro::ich . . cvern . sc 1emes o . , . uppot1 t_he 
· J - r - • d T cl - - nd1a "re'i\· - d I h d l l b d I rapid y .3i1Cr maepen ence. o ay Indian higher ecluc . "' . . of schedule cas tes :me sc e LI ec tn e s c .Q. reme ,a 

• -..i c , ., 
6 

-
7 

· . - . . . ;; nllon is cd11c.1uon · . ~ 
compnse-\,1 0 1 .)~. ) mst1nrnons made up of 6.,4 univers·

11
•
1 

• ,.1-
11

,, nt u.G. and P.G . leve l. Coaching classes for preparation for 
., ._ o-,~ I' 'I . -• l ,- - h -. - es and ' CcoJ - 11 _, • 
.:;~ , .... :; co 1eg.e~ t 1s tne argest 11g er educat 1011 system in the world. , ~,iona l eligibility Test {NET), Coach mg classes fo r entry in services, 

te.rms of the number of institutions still our country _is facing ma~~ \ p(istg,mduate scholarships and ir~cl u: ive p~licy. UG~ h~s integrated 

problem 2nd bckofquali_ty in Higher Education . ~- ' ,,hemes such as teacher prepara! 1011 111 spec ml education (TEPSE) and 

Victor S. D' Souza ( i 975) in his sttidy fo\md that efforts made in lndla to 1 t.i~hc-r education for persons w.itb disabifaies . lnfoct educational 

adv:mce econ0mic development and to reduce iu equalities, while ; id~•anceri1enrof students belonging to minority communities is also a 

y ielding small gains in economic growth have resu lted in a funh er ' ;vint of focus. In recent years gender parity index has shown 

increase in inequalities . The v,: ide inequalities ,,vhich deprived peop!e , ,:ootinnons improvement and .:tctive participation o f w o men . Their 

h,n-e by re.as on of their socia l and econo.mic structure persist 1oday. '.q)rmn_tati~n is increasing in ;:irts as well as in science, though stili tow 

ll1ese people continue to work largely as agricultu rn l labourer"S: with , ,- :n fac~ih1es:1tke low, medicine ve1erinary science etc. Government h:is 

in ::idcquate \-\'Ork :rnd low wages or·cu ltivate some i n feri orj) iece of lnnd· ; :~i.mcne<l a _number of schemes to achieve gender paritv. UG c is also 

Only a fe"v received education . Only a few have g.1ined from the i -~plementmg lndra GandhiScholarshipforsin<>ler~-irlc~tddf. . -

schemes and have reacl1ed some position of soc ial. Poli tical or I ~ight>r:i.nd technical education Cotist· 1·turi·o n of __ ::.- · ·l~s 1 _ 
1 

1 
t· o r plllll Smg 

. _ · . - . . . _ . ' · the .l is Sl.l _. • gu 1oste orco cges 
e::.:onorn1cirn porw nce, butsuchnumber1smfin1 tes1111nl.No,\ 1

t
1
s. ~.L- Pportcdby UGC. ltis onlvtoimpartk Id d • -:-

. . . . b l nd sec me , "irougJ1tc h. - ' · now c !:!e an tr~ns1111 ss1on 
n~h t 11me that one tn es to take a fresh look at the pro em fl - . . 

1 
, " ac ing andresearc h ~ 

. , ol111ca- · 'td · 
dov:~nroddcn classes get a riahtfol place 111 the socio- P - . , :,J• oaywe need activepn ·t · - · • ~ . . 

. · ..., d l t1re 0 e1wig •~1a wh th · ._ 1 ll.;:tpat,on ot each and every c It1zen "f 
econom i~structure . Becauseonlyurbanschedulcdstu en 5 • :: 1, 'lrn ·!· ,e e_r male or femal ~ i - d . · · c. 

1 I edu!ed ens c ,,c iorati - f " t:, c epnve- or upper c In -, ~"lr lt · 
benefirted ,JS thev have lite racy st::itus whil.e the rum SC) · 1cr - '. lli Ono O\lr coumrv \V . :I h' ' ~ C le 
stud e-nts are wor;t in their co nd itions . They are not allow to fe~ch ,,•:i te '. :~~ve: forward the nntio 

1
· :

1 
e n~e< tghly skilled educated people to 

• _ f. - High cas .iisevc . _ . n . 1e nation ,v,mts rr 'th .· I _ · 1 · • 
fro m Puo !Jc we lls and to worship in temples that are or . · The\' ryc111zen. • ::,row , w111 !>OCl:t Jllst1cc 

I r f; I I I · soc1ct:Y· · pcop e. n act t1ey rnven'1 any role in a dcvc oping ·
1 

ynre 
r, 1inu c tn be bnd less ~,nd poor so cquali1y is ::i for ct)'· When 

1 
~:11 ror 

. d r I . . ' · cJ cducntl 
,!.·r,rJ\ 'i; o t i..: 1r in oorn r1c.:ht s then ho\v rhc'-' rJ:1y hce on 10,ior 

• ~ .J t . I . then ~ 

!hc::, sc h t:s o r th e ir offspring. The comJ)lction o f livcl1h ooc 
15 

r. -rth~1 

. - . · 1 rhC· "''· 
qm:s t1 vn before 1hc111 Dr. f1 .R . /\nrbcdkar drew ntten11on It wrs for 

the schedu l,;d cas te s \l,1.: rc not able to prosecute thdr pcrsecu 1 ,,d tll 
· · I c'j 1

' 
wan t o. l' .:.0, ( 1 1 c :: rd Jir •:.. n :: i:.il rn ca ns . ConscqucnllY 

11 
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