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AHSl'RACT 

'f' , • . , I fJl:,1 , f,tj '(Jl',,{";,'l/ t',.li~:'J? f/1 (',;!",, 
hl' prcs,•11 1 app n·l11·11s1vi: 11ppnrnd1 1111,1 we 11ceJ 1, , u,pc w11h I() fnw t.<J ~"fflf)(1'l l ':f l llf. - 1 ::i ' , -"' 

. I 'I 1- , , n,r,,fo~ ,.,.~ 'it f:- t;-,..,,;; IV/ /4".1 
to a tt a m s 11 s t1111 111h ll· ,kve lOfllll t' lll ~11mrn 11 111v. holh the 11rh1rn :; re:,;i :;ml tlu; ru. r1J 11rt.::i :-. rt!I. rr,;,i,,r, ~ ,. 

. J ' , I I , L /' rd f l f,t • <7(~ ,;,:, 'fri1.. v~ :i re gc:nucr 111cq111tl11y, 1111skilkd l:1ho 111 , 1111c111ployme111 , 1: mrow,:n nv, WtJl/ll:tl , :ulli y,µ; ,- •1 -,, , ' '" ~ ... 

h1!,! hl1 ght s rlw kt·y li1cron, 1111lucncing rhc wo1nc11 empowerment ;oul ;,,u~!n HJ;tblc Jew.::ltlf)fnefd. ~n.1 1;,1Jrlw;r.::, *": ~J:rf::5, .. 

~o\·c:n11nl'Tll pol1c 1L·i- 1k1tl111µ, with tlic prnhlcmli ,rnd promotinK w,11111.;n ~ rmt the: country I.IJ u,rr'II: ffJrti', ti; u .,r,-tt't .. ?".Jk r:;_A 
on ly for thc,r own c ln.-. s hut nlso i11 lhc dcvclopmcnl of nation Today the govi:mrfl4,m , i '111 the fi r~ ft!J' fi;rr~Jlaimg ~ ~ ,,~ 

the weaker sc~·, 1t>r1 n (, he soc ie ty, di Na hied people, and victim:) tJf g<:nder bfa,;n~~ts etc if gtrl~ I', pl~~ Jt', mk r,n ": 

)par1 then it 1s the dut y of the port of the 1wciety too whk h wanlri w gct fx,-,u; fittcd 'rht~,c; per!pl!: tw;d v, re~ ttr~ 
presence and as well as give active pnrticipution along with the gow:mmcnt w rcw lvc the ,~,~ w.: r) iJ,l')(l p-r11bkrm and help (hi$_ 

, nation to hui Id bctlt· r. 

The soul of Jndia lives in its villuge1,, More than 601¾, people of In.dia reside in rural arta~. ~0-.,-1, ~ 

burning questi on is before everyone whether these people arc availing_thc full facil iti(..-S ¥1 vcn by the gov~-m 
to ensure thei r bright future. The foundation of any nation depends on its people. No natwn can progress ·~·1thoot 
its women because it is she who builds the nation 1ttrong. Jf women are weak, margfoaJiwd than how can a 
country lead to progress? Progress demands ovcrnll development ofa country likt: urban and as well as of rural 
without gender biasness. 

Our society is structured on the concept of patriarchal system where women are governed by wish of a 
male as they receive orders from them and fulfil them accordingly, But gonc: are the dayc, , when women were 
~onsidered as weaker or marginalised section of the society. Now they demand for equality in every section of 
the society They have been raised a voice against any kind of violation, suppression as well a!) oppressjon. They 
re struggling for their identity, for beU.er means oflivclihood not particularly for urban women but also for rural 

women. 

Jn the case of rum! development, ii implies both the economic betterment of peopk a~ well as greater 
social transformation . So active participtition of any community in the development process is recognised a'> a 
Joi for it s empowerment and women are becoming this tool. The government has taken a cautious view to make 

1dequate provis ions in its policies and programmes, through which it is to be ensured that the women of the 
_ountry are not only empowered bul also become active participants in the development process in the countrv. 
1

11 fa_ct for the sustain_abJc dcvelopm~nt of rural women, helter enforcement of land reform s and greater access ro 
_red1t arc 1~ced~d: This d~vclopment rncludcs oven~!! dcvclop,~cnt of rural women like employment opportunities, 
Panchaya11 RaJ, mst1t111wns , dcvclopmcnf a11thonl1es, drin krng water facilities, sanitati on. fresh food shelt c:r 
.. JJd medical c1 ss is1<111ces etc. ' 

. Vario,u~ programmes of Ili c Ministry of Rural I >c ve lopmenl arc formulated keepi ng in view the abo,·e 
pornl ,of v,c~v. J bcse pro~ra_mmc~ have special component ~ lilr ,~omen_, maj or schemes having women component , 

1p!cmc1_11~d by lll 1: !n1111 s ~ry 111cludc lhc M.rhatma (,,mdh, Natwnal Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
( ~C1NHI :_( ,A)_, SwarnJayant1 Grall1 Swarn_zg:ir Yojn.r (S( iSY) now restructured as National Rural Livelihood 
•: ,• ISSIO'.:. f<, r y.: ~111 ):! fll()J'L' ;ind more hrndil s lo rur;rl WOlllCII . The rrescnt .. governmcnt has introduced many 
• ✓ -- h e m e , li ke I 1,11ll1 :1 11 M:mlrr Jar, 1)11:111 Yo111:1 (l'MJ/ >Y), /lr;idh,111 Ma11tri UJJwala Yojna (PM UY) , and Miss ion 
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lndradhanush etc . The slate govcrnmcnl has also introduced so many schemes for the l'lll(lowc rni•· 
11 1

. 
1 

.._ 
. . 1 · k . 1 . . ' "' () t H.: women; Dial I 090 1s _rhc . 111 · ~I t 11s category of ~vomen c1~1p~werment. l ht.: stale government has take n a ~ 

initiative_ for school girl like_ K1sl_1_on Surnksh,~ YoJ1~a , Shad, 1311111111 A_nudan . Yujna . and _Sarnaj"".adi Pcnsio~~ 
Scheme tor women etc. The ;um ot 1mplet11entat1011 of these programmes ts monitored spcc.:if 1cally with reference 
to coverage of women . 

Regarding the economic independence of every citizen of India, the Prime Minister of India has introdu1.:cd 
a nationwide scheme named Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna (PM.JOY) in August 2014 . In this scheme financial ~ 
inclusion of every individual who does not have a bank account is tu he achieved . The aim of implementing thi s 
scheme is to provide an access to those fellows who remain deprived of financial support given by the government. 
Through this scheme accounts of rural poop le are optffled up to 15.,]5 crorcs while the urban people arc up lo 

I 0.03 ~rores till November 30. 2016. 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojna (PMUY) [v] also comes in the category of mral women empowerment. 
1t is an ambitious social welfare scheme ofNarendra Modi government launched on May I, 2016, in Bali ya, in ( I 

Uttar Pradesh. Under this scheme the government aims to provide LPG connections to 5 crores BPL households 
in the country. This scheme is aimed at replacing the unclean cooking fuels mostly used in rural areas. Thus the < ,J 

objective of this scheme is empowering women of rural areas along with their health. Because the unclean _fuel 
may become the cause of many r~spiratory problems. The target is achieved up to l million LPG connections C) 
had been completed on November2016. () 

In the connection of the series of developments of women empowennent the government has starte~ one 
more ambitious scheme i.e. Beti Bachao,.Beti Padhao[i] ; it aims to generate awareness and improve th~ e_ffic1e~cy ( ) 
of welfare services meant for women. It was introduced in October, 2014 to address the issue of dechnmg child -
sex ratio. The scheme was launched with an initial corpus of Rs. I 00 crores. According to census qata, the chi Id 0 
sex ratio (0-6 years) in India was 927 girls per thousand boys in 2001 , which dropped drastically to 918 girl~ for 
every 1000 boys in 2011. A 2012 UNISEF report ranked India 41st among 195 countries. Several p_romotron~ O 

1 

were made by the government to promote awareness like- making 2016 Olympics bronze medallist, Saksh1 
Malik, a brand ambassador of this scheme in Haryana, the Hashtag #SelfieWithDaughter on social media etc. O 

For deciding the better future of every girl in India, the government has introduced Sukan:ya Samridhi 
Yojna, it was introduced in January, 20 I 6. The aim is to cope with the marriage requirements and as well as the O 
higher education of girls in the country. So after being educated they may contribute ih development of the 1 

country. Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 2005 is also contributing O ( 
in sustainable development of rural people especially of women. It is a flagship ruraljob·guarantee scheme that 
was announced by the then UPA government that aims at providing I 00 days wage employment to every household ( ) , 
and the priority is given to a woman if she households. It fulfils the minimum requirement of a rural household 
and ensure them for their basic needs. One third of this scheme is reserved for the women. According to the ( \ , 
Meghalaya state report [iv] the women participation among the total beneficiaries constitutes 42 percent against " 
the mandated 33 percent of women participation. This shows quite a positive sign for makirrg mral women C J 
financially independent and thus empowering them. -

The United Nations(~ [ii] is al~o having an apprehensive approach to cope with the situation ofrural ( .'r 

women development. In developmg countnes, rural women represent approximately 43 percent of the agricultural 
labour (o:~e, and produce, _process and _prepare much of the food available, thereby giving them primary O 1 

respons1~1hty for food secunty. For ensurmg such developments to be made the UN has set up the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustamable Development. Each year 15th October has been observed as International Day of Rural Women . C) 

The government has given proper instructions for the safety of women at al1 works · t th , · 
should be at least 50% of women. N_ational ~ural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) promotes the se;f~~e~s r~L~at~~ (_ ' 
women. A self-help group (SHG) [Vl] compnses of 10-20 women in general ar1d 5-20 · d 'tl-

1 
p gTh P_ . 

f h SHG · ·d If h I 111 1 1cu t areas e am, o t ese s 1s to prov1 e se - e p, mutual cooperation and collective act · ,.. · 
1 

d · . 1 

d I NRLM. ki . I h ,on tor socia an economic eve oprnent. 1s wor ng wit 1 t ese groups of exclusively women memb I · b . · • . 
women are marginalised in the economy, in the polity and in the society Thus b - ~~~ 11

P ~cause II rcc~gni~cs _that ( 'i 
of poor women at various levels would give them social; economic ~nd ol~t •pg an sus~ammg mst1tut1ons 
bring significant qualitative improvement in their lives. NRLM focuses ~ 

1
' ica empowe, ment and thereby ('J , ft. 

single women, women victim of trafficking, women with disability ·md m~i~ Y onhwomen headed hou~eholds, ·~ 
' 0 lc::r sue vulnerable categones. The , 
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t;:;- L. JUC ... ;J ....Qe-5 eu:: . : \hf_1J; "''-~;;..- n -, -1-. ~ .,. . -:-.-1 p1 n ·hJ\- lt '1.' l ' ''' '' c..'N-( tt t.' tlK' t\l ~ 1..' ll. ~ \ ' 
• - - • . ..,,. LUl lli ,\.J L~ ... .HI.. . ' l ............ ,, . ' -I t' . 111,1 · 

rr-,ember~ a~d _a15:0_ to 1ern::: .:0::5:11.cn \-~ 51Ifptin t\.' th.:-.?~~ d -r.tw \.., r.im P~m1..• h;1~ -:~,~ t1. ' I l' ll~h'- ".\ ,II\. , . • ,-:,;. 
~RL\1 si. ·· J ~- ~iJj - - .. i. .. ..l. - - I l 1,r , .. •,.;,; 111~ l \'''\tr\,~ . I,' 

· - Jw. J ia... tare .-.·oili'Q r0 :::.ss::1: w('L ru .. ur~ t'-' r rn ... · u ~li.' tl m t w c..'l.·,,n,,m, . ' •'""" · · " · 
.., ,idressing powcrJessness anc cx~hlsi t..'ln. t~"r c>nl blirn: JXiI1i.:1P-3 th' !l ~mJ rt h'~ ' ~tftll ti 1.·.rn1h t~,, l\'.,l, s rn~ l''-l"·' ht' , 
r.n important component m~~:\f :s the \L:..hiI.l Ki~ SJ.sh~iktibran ran y\.'_l tt.l l \lK~l' ) " h11.·h ,1tlll:-- ,,t ~upp,,, t,i~r 
·· ·rJmen fanners . It aL'-0 seeks w rniuL"e G.L"UJ~r.- r~,r w1.,nk'n t:.1m1~·~ - \t.m, llh' t'\ ' :- tq'~ .l t'-' t~,!.."''ll l\' \'I\S\II\' 

th \ 
~ustainabJe de\·eiopmem of worn-=-n li ke Pr..1Jh1n \bntri .-\\, :is yl,_i n;1 {l,r-;mm) t'-'r ~' I'\'" 1d11~~ tlwn_, slwlt\'I' '' 11 

r•J..ieap rate . Other proe::rammes like Pradh3.Il :\Llnai Gr..m1m S.:1\bk y\'ltl~\ \1'\tli~Y ) I:- ., 1:- ,, \'lh' ,,t tlw \ ' l\l\' l :\I 

•~'°(-:'grammes of the go; ·ern..IIlenL "[hough 3[ the surx-rfi1.· i3.l k Yt'I it J\~-s th'{ h,I\ l' ~\I\~ :-1 ~1ll ti 1.·,m1 11np:,\.·t ''" th,· 

' ··,mg conditions of the rural \·Yornenbur it L'ao pr1.wide a L'-..,nnt'\.·tint~ tht\.'U~h tlw nir:11 t\,hb. "h1d1 rn.,~· '-'""·"":,· 
Lde opportunities for the girl child rn haYe 3n a,xess tu the t"du1.·:ni,,n fa1..·il1tt<.':- . Pu1.· t,, l~'tt,·t n,,,ds tlw~ ma~ h;I\ '-' 
, , easy approach to medical fac ilfricS of urban are3s , 

To ensure this process of den·lopment of rurJI \"."'Illt'n. tht' ~"'H'rtmh.'llt h~,:- h' t,,kl' 1,'t.'1 t,\111 :-.tq,:-: h,1 

omoting smaJl scale and cottage industries along with sk.ilkd manu.ll la~"'ur. r,mc t,, t,nw "' ,,1 kslh)p:-. .md 
meetings should be held to know the problems and hindrJn1,'l' "'f th<.' pr\.'~t~1mm1.':- :md Ill tlu ~ pn,'-·l·ss 1.·d111.·a1 "\II 

1ys a vital and dynamic role. So steps should be taken in a way that <.'n.·ry girl m:1y all1,•nd lwr :--~·lh,,,1 and 111.,kr 

her golden future . ln a sum up it can assume that abow mt.'nti1..,t1l'-d pn,~r.,mm<.'S slh,uht l'c..' ,·lwd, .. -d .,th·t ., t'i,1..:d 

ne, so that the real findings can come out whetht>r the bendi,·iaril':- ar<.' b1.·nditt1.•d ,,r '"'' l'lus \\ di hc..·11' t1\ 

know the real living conditions of the rural wom~n in tem1s ,lfpn"'idin~ ad<.'I..JU~lt<.' t:11,·1ltt1t.·s 
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