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"All nations have attained greatness by paying proper re• 

spect to women. That country and that nation which do not 

respect women have never become great, nor wilL ever be in 

future." 

. Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902), a great philosopher, 

dunker and reformer of India received a three minute stand­

ing ovation from thousands assembled at the World Parlia­

ment of Religions at Chicago in 1893, when he began his 

address with the words, "Sisters and Brothers of America". 

H_owever, few _know about his life and teachings. Fewer 

still know of his views on women in India. 

Born as Narendra Nath Dutta, Vivekananda felt, "the 

thermometer to progress of a nation is its treatment of its 

women, and it is impossible to get b,\ck India's lost pride 

and honour unless Indians try to better the conditions of 

women. He considered men ;md women as the two wings 

of a bird and it is not possible for a bird to fly on one wing. 

As he says, "there is no chance for the welfare of the world 

unless the condition of women is improved. It is not pos­

sible for a bird to fly on only one wing". His father was ,Ul 

intellectu.11, generous, progressive person who scrvngly 

supported re-mmiage of widows. His mother was his 
father's peer in every respect . Exceptionally intelligent with 

an unusual memory, she was highly respected, She read 
aloud the R,\tn,\y,u1<\ and Mah,\bh,1r,1u to young N.1ren. 
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