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Abstract

Urbanization in India has shown a phenomenal growth after independepce, F)ecause
of pressure of growing population, rapid industrlallz.atlon, nu"al Fo urban mlgratlonl, andd
the growing trend of modernization. About one-third of India is said to be urbanized.
though the degree of urbanization varies widely among the states of the c'ounltry‘ Thf:
prediction is that in a few decades. halfof india's population will come to liye inurban
areas. Rapid urbanization in India during the 'ast four decades has resulted in unprec-
edented growth of cities, forcing the nh20 2iis to live in congested and polluted
neighbourhoods. As per the Census of India estimates. approximately 20% of urban
households do not have access to safe drinking water, and more than 50% are deprived
of proper sewerage facilities. Less than 25% of the city dwellers have access to electric-
; : stenrrorranwaterdisposal Coveis oily 66% of the population.
Besides the above, there is housin g shortage as well as inadequate transportation and
other basic infrastructure. No democracy is sustainable, if large sections of its people
remain poor, underfed. uneducated, unhealthy, with poor resources and assets. human
and material, to obtain a decent living standard. This is so. because if development leads
to urbanization, it also brings in its wake, the evils of urban poverty and environmental
degradation. The biggest challenge of modern age therefore, is to make development
sustainable, by creating a governmental system that promotes, facilitates and formulates
policies, aimed at Judicious utilization of development resources. Thus development, which
was earlier measured  nly in cconomic terms. has now come to include soctal. financial
and ecological dimensions. along vith effective governance. The growing scale and
complexity of adm ~istrative problems s ihe ~panding role of the state in promoting
and guiding development, led 1o 1! -
volved indeveloprmen:
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