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Urbanization in lndia has shown a phenomenal growth after independence, because 

of pressure of growing population, rapid industriali~ation, rur~l ~o ur~an migration~ and 

the growing trend of modernization. About one-tlmd oflnd1a 1s smd to be urbamzed, 

though the degree of urbanizati on varies widely among the states of the c?un_try. Th~ 

pred.ibtion is that in a few decades, halfofl ndia's population will come to live m urban 

areas.Rapid urbanization in lndia during the last" fo ur decades has resulted in unprec

edented growth of cities, forci ng the rn112.t .-: i,1~ ts to li ve in congested and polluted 

neighbourhoods. As per the Census off ndia estimates, approximately 20% of urban 

households do not have access to safe drinking water, and more than 50% are deprived 
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- ~- ._ Besides the above, there is housing shortage as well as inadequate transportation and 

) . _ · oth~r_basic infrastructure. No democracy is sustainable, iflarge sections of its people 
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rerria~ poor, undetfed, uneducated, unhealthy, with poor resources and assets_ human 

andmaterial, to obtain a decent living standard. This is so, because if development leads 

to urbanization, it also brings in its wake, the evils ofurban poverty and environmental 

degradation. The biggest challenge of modern age therefore, is to make development 

sustainable, by creating a govenm1ental system that promotes, facilitates and fom1Ulates 

policies, ain1ed at judicious uti lization of development resources. Thus development, which 

was earlier measured l nly in economic terms, has now come to include social, fin ancial 

and ecol?gical dimensions, al ong wi th effec tive gove rnance . The growing sca le and 

compl~x:ty of adm··~ istrati ve probkn;s 1d ih,: :· ·panding rn le of the state in promoting 
and gu1dm a d0 vclor r 1 ·1'· l,Jr1 ·--i • · , I · · · ~ 

. o -=- - , -' i.c, L, •'-- '-' • '-- · .. ,. - uon ot t 1e adrnm1strnt1ve process in-
volved 111 develoomem ~ ~,. ". ,Jc 1 • ·- 1 j . · · 

• , r.l • • '•.(• - - ' - l l 11llll1Strnti011 11 Accordinu to D()nald 
Stone, ' ·developme11t ::i -J, 1 · • ·r• , . , ::o 

· c.L.1. L,.. ~utall thedcrncntsandresources111to 
a concer:ed dTort to achie \ c 'k . . 

l -~ •he contin uous cycle- :) fformubt in!.!. , 
evaluating Jr:d ·r~·~leP ent'n, - -

. '-' - ,c·iic1es, programmes. projects. acti, ·ttics 
andothermeasures tor•···• ,·h .. .. , b" · · 

• , J ,, - __ , _ • .-, ,..., - - -.: • • opi nent o ~ecti ves 111 a sc hcclulecl time 
seciuence. Thus developn10--, , ., • .. , . . . 
~- •t bl · - i.t .: u, L - • · on .s the best poss ible vehicle,, hich can be 
.ui a Y geared up to effi f I .. , . . . 
"cal ·b . . ec ive Y deal\\· ith problems ot sustamabili tv caused bv larae-
" eln amzatiOn . - , c ::o 

- . .r._ ______ . Urbanjzation, large!)-,! ' '.vemieth-c<.::11tu·~- _---
t-tonal ruralec . . - ;11cnon, means transfom1:::ition fro m trncli -

·jl \ · onomies to a modern inclustri c1 I 0 11 , , . 
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' antiq ui ty ti •p . . . . . ,c L ioug l some c1nes Ill the world did exist in 

' iet ~ is little evidence of widespr"'.'l d .1 - , - . 

Urb1n· t ' . e,, l ,n.1rnzc1t1on in theearl yyesrsnfr iv i l iz" t. 
, 1za ion 1s a phe l . 1 ' n 1011 . 
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