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ABSTRACT 

Women in Self Help Groups (SH Gs) have made their 

ark in the rural economy in a quite non traditional way.This pa­

!r examines the economic contribution of women SH G In India 
' 

here the economy has been growing rapidly over the past 30 

~ women's workforce participation rates (already low by in­

:mational standards) has decil ined. There has been a need to 

1crease the contribution of women workforce. Rural women play 

vital role in farm and home and contribute a lot economically. 

'he importance of women to the economic development oflndia 

vas first recognized during the country's struggle for indepen­

lence. There is adequate evidence from various studies ~nder­

:aken so far that the role of women in building a new soci~~ is 

inevitable. Self Help groups have contributed a lot in providm! 
ki o them self-sufficient an 

employment to rural women and ma n°. t 1 ole in providing 
. h 1 yed a pivo a r 
independent. NAB ARD as P a . tati· on in policy is sug-

. t' 5 Areonen . 
finance to these organiza ion · d' g skills and expand mg 

· areness upgra 10 
· 

gested for oenerating aw .' tr' bution and raise their ern-
o arnent their con 1 ell as for 

markets in order to au~~- fit fthe households as w 
l for the bene 1 o . 

powerment leve l nomY in a big way. 
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